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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 
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ACCOUNT OF THE DYING BEHAVIOUR OF COLONEL PENRUDDOCK, Wao WAS EXECUTED. IN 


- 


At the present moment when the 
military Character. is assumed by so 
many in this country, it may be pe- 
culiatly seasonable to exhibit to public 
view the sentiments which, in former 
times, were avowed by a British soldier, 
and the sources from which he derived 
his support and consolation in the pros. 
pect of death......,. — 

The Honourable Colonel John -Pen- 
ruddock, during the protectorate of 
Cromwell, having been found guilty 
of high treason, under circumstances 
peculiarly partial and unjust, was con- 
demned to die. 

During,the interval. which preced- 
ed the execution of his sentence, he 
thus wrote to his lady. 


“MY DEAREST HEART, | : 

“T even now received thy farewell 
letter, each word whereof. represents 
unto me a most lively emblem of your 
affection, drawn with thine own hand 
in water-colours to the figure of a 
déath’s head: “My dear, I embrace it, 
as coming, first from God, and. then 
from man; for what is there done in 


this city. that the Lord hath not per- 


mitted? I look upon every line: of 
thine, as so many threads twisted toge- 
ther into that of my life, which being 
Now woven, my meditations tell me, 
will make a fit remnant for my wind. 
ing-sheet ; wpon the reading whereof, 
I may say with the prophet, I should 
have utterly fainted, but that I bélieve 
verily to see the goodness of the Lord 
In the land of the living. “As this is 
mine, my deat, so let it be thy ‘eons 
Solation. “When 1 think what wife 
and what children I go from, and look 
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no farther, I begin fe cry, O wrétched 
man that Iam ! But when my thoughts 
Soat higher, and fix themselves upoh 
thosé things Which are abové, where | 

shall find God ‘my Creator’ tom 

Father, and his Son my Redeemer t 

my brother, (for so they have Vouch- 
safed to term themselves,) then I lay 
aside thosé rélations, and do of all love, 
my dear, desire thee, not to look to. 
wards my grave where my body lies, 
but towards heaven, where I hope my 
Soul shall gain a mansion in my Fath- 
er’s howse. [ do Stedfastly believe 
that God hath heard the prayers of my 
friends, and thine, and mine ; and how 
knowest thou, O woman, whether thou 
hast saved thy husband? -Let those 
considerations raise thy spirit, I beseech 
thee; and that for God’s sake, and 
mine. Though I lie among the chil- 
dren of men, which are set on fire 
against me, yet under the shadow of 
the Almighty’s wings I will hide-my- 
self, till this tyranny be overpast. The 
greatest conflict I have had in this ex- 
tremity, was my parting with thee: 
the next encounter is to be with death ; 
and my Saviour hath so pulled out the 
sting thereof, that I hope to assault it 
without fear. Though the arms of 
men have been too hard for me, yet I 





am now listing myself under the con- 


duct of my sovereign, and:an army of 
martyrs, that the gates of hell cannot 
prevail against. My dear, I have now 
another subject to think on, therefore 
you must excuse the imperfections 
you find here. IT have formerly ‘given 
You directions concerning my children, 
to which I shall refér you. May the 


blessing of Almighty God be upon 
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thee and them, and may there not 
want a man of my. name to be ready 
to be a sacrifice im this cause of God 
and his Church, so long as the sun and 
moon shall endure. I shall now close 
up all with desiring you to give a tes- 
timony for me.to the world, that I die 
with so much charity as to forgive all 
my enemies: 1 will join them in my 
last prayers for my friends, amongst 
which you and my children are, for 
my. sake, obliged to pay a perpetual 
acknowledgment to Mr. Rolles and his 
lady, and my cousin Mr. Sebastine 
Isack, for their great. solicitations on 
my behalf.. If Ishould forget this 
city of Exeter, der their civilities to 
my Own person in particular, and in- 
déed to all of us, I should leave a 
reproach behind: I will give them 
thanks at my death; and I hope you 
and yours will do it when I am dead. 
My dear heart, 1 once more bid thee 
‘adieu; and ‘with as much love and 


.. Sincerity as can be imagined, subscribe 


myself, : 
“Thy dying and loving husband, 


‘s JoHN PENRUDDOCK.” 
Exon, May 7, 1655. 


His execution took place on the 16th 
of May, following: , 

As he was ascending the scaffold, 
baring his knees, and humbly bowing 
himself, he used these words: * This, 
I hope, will prove to be like Jacob’s 
ladder, though the feet of it rest on 
earth, yet I doubt not but the top of it 
reacheth to heaven.”” When he came 
upon the scaffold, he said, ** O wretch- 
ed man that I am, who shall deliver 
mie from this body of death? I thank 
God, who hath given me the victory, 
through our “Lord » Jesus — Christ.” 
Then with abundance of christian 
cheerfulness he spake to the people 
as followeth : 


“GENTLEMEN; 

“Tt hath ever been the custom of 
all persons whatsoever, when . they 
come to die, to give some satisfaction 
to the world, whether they be guilty 
of the fact of which they. stand charg- 
ed. The crime for which I am now 
to dié, fis loyalty, but in this age called 
high treason. I cannot deny but that 


I was at Southmoulton in this county ; 
but whether my being there, or my 
action there,-amounts to so high 4 
crime as high treason, I leave to the 
world and the law to judge. © Truly 
if 1 were conscious to myself of atiy 
base ends that I had in this undertak. 
ing, I would not be so injurious to my 
own soul,,or disingenuous to you, as 
not to make a public acknowledgment 
thereof. My trial was public, anq 
my. several examinations, I believe, 
will be produced when I am in my 
grave. I will refer you, therefore, to 
the first, which I am sure some of 
you heard; and to the latter, which 
many of you in good time may see, 
Had Captain Crook done himself and 
us that right which a gentleman and 
a soldier ought to have done, I had 
not now been here. The man I for- 
give with all my heart; but truly, 
gentlemen, his prctesting againstthose 
articles he himself, with so many pro- 
testations and importunitiés, put upon 
us, hath drawn so much dishonour 
and blood upon his own head, that I 
fear some heavy judgment will pur- 
sue him. Though he hath beén false 
to us, I pray God that~I do not prove 
a true prophet to him. °° "> 
' & Itis now our misfortunes tobe made 
precedents and examples together; 
but I will not dothe Protector so much 
injury as to load him with this dishon- 
our ; since I have been informed, that 
he would have’ made our conditions 
good, if Crook that gave thém had not © 
Se VAS eli albeit i op ier 

“ This is notatime for metoenlarge 
upon any subject, since,I am, now be- 
come the subject of death; but since 
the articles were drawn ,»by;.my own 
hand, I thought myself obliged in a 
particular justification.of them. _ 

‘¢ I could tell you of some.soldiers 
who are turned out, of his troop. for 
justifying those conditions of. ours: 
but let that pass.; and. henceforward; 
instead of life, liberty, .and- estale, 
which were the.articles agreed upon, 
let drawing, hanging, and quartering 
bear the denomination of Captalo 
Crook’s articles). «. 6) ) 

“However, I thank the Protector 
for granting me this honourable death. 
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«“ | should now give you an account 
of my faith. . But truly, gentlemen, 
this poor nation is rent into so many 
opinions, that it is impossible for me 
io give you mine without displeasing 
some of you; however, if any be so 
critical as to inquire in what faith I die, 
I shall refer -him to the apostles, 
Athanasius, arid the Nicene Creeds, and 
to the testimony of this reverend gen- 
tleman, Dr. Short, to whom I have un- 
bosomed myself; and if this do not 
satisfy, look into the Thirty-nine Ar- 
ticles of the Catholic Church of Eng- 
land; to them I have subscribed, and 
do own them as authentic. 

_“ T have no more to say to you now, 
but to let you know that 1 am in charity 
with all men, I thank God: I both can 
and do forgive my greatest persecu- 
tors, and all that ever had any hand in 
my death. = 

“| have offered the Protector as good 
security for my future behaviour as I 
suppose he could have expected. If he 
had thought fit to have given me my 
life, certainly I should not have been so 
ungrateful as to have employed it against 
him. I do humbly submit to God’s 
pleasure, knowing that the issues of life 
and death are in hishand. My blood is 
but a small sacrifice; if-it had been 
saved, I am so much of a gentleman, as 
to have given him thanks that had pre- 
served it; and so much a christian, as 
to forgive them which take it. But see- 
ing God by his Providence hath called 
me to lay it down, I willingly submit 
to it, though terrible to nature; but 
blessed be my Saviour, who hath taken 
out the sting, so that I look upon it with- 
out terror. Death is a debt, and a due 
debt ; and it hath pleased God to make 
me ‘so good a husband, that I am come 
me ed it before itis due. I am not 
ashamed of that cause for which I die, 
but rather rejoice that I am thought wor- 
thy to suffer in the defence and cause of 
God’s true church, my lawful king, the 
liberty of the subject, and privilege of 
parliaments; therefore I hope none of 
my alliance and friends will be ashamed 
of it; it is so far from pulling down my 
family, that I look upon it as the raising 
it one story higher. Neither was I"g0 
prodigal of nature, as to throw away my 

Christ. Observ. No. 29. 


life, but have used (though none but 
honourable and honest) means to pre- 
serve it. 

‘“ These unhappy times indeed have 
been very fatal to my family: two of 
my brothers already slain, and myself 
going to the slaughter. It is God’s 
will, and I humbly submit to that Pro- 
vidence. 

“J must render an acknowledgment 
of the great civilities that I have receiv- 
ed from this city of Exon, and some 
persons of quality, and for their plenti- 
ful provision made for the prisoners. | 
thank Mr. Sheriff for his favour towards 
us, in particular to myself; and I desire 
him to present my due respects to the 
Protector, and though he had no mercy 
for myself, yet that he would have re- 
spect to my family. 7 

‘“] am now stripping off my clothes 
to fight a duel with death, (I conceive 
no other duel lawful) ;* but my Saviour 
hath pulled out the sting of this mine 
enemy, by making himselfa sacrifice for 
me: and truly I do not think that man 
deserving of one drop of his blood, that 
will not spend all for him in so good a 
cause. 

“ The truth is, gentlemen, in this age, 
treason is an individuum vagum, like 
the wind in the gospel, it bloweth where 
it listeth; so now treason is what they 
please, and lighteth upon whom they 
will. Indeed no man, unless he will be 
a traitor, can avoid this censure of trea- 
son: I know not to what end it may 
come, but I pray God my own, and my 
brother’s blood, that is now to die with 
me, may be last upon this score. 

«“ Now, gentlemen, you may see what 
a condition you are in without a king. 
You have no law to protect you, no rule 
to walk by; when you perform your 
duty to God, your king, and country, you 
displease the arbitrary power now Set up 
(1 cannot -call it government.) I shall 
leave you to peruse my trial, and there 
you shall see what acondition this poor 


* We hope this sentiment will be particular- 
ly marked: it is worthy ofa christian soldier. 
How directly does it stand opposed to those 
false maxims of worldly and military bonour 
which are now so current. Angst does any 
one suspect that Colonel Penruddock’s)deter- 
mination to fight no duel sprung from cow- 
ardice ? 


2M 
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nation is brought into; and (no ques- 
tion) will be utterly destroyed, if not 
restored by loyal subjects to its old and 
glorious government. I pray God he 
lay not his judgments upon England for 
their siuggishness in doing their duty, 
and readiness to put their hands in their 
bosoms, or rather taking part with the 
enemy oftruth. The Lord open their 
eyes, that they may be no longer led or 
drawn into such snares; else the child 
unborn will curse the day of their pa- 
rent’s birth, 

“God Almighty preserve my lawful 
sovereign, King Charles the Second, 
from the hands of his enemies, and 
break down the wall of pride and rebel- 
lion, which so long hath kept him from 
his just rights. God preserve his royal 
mother,and all his majesty’s royal breth- 
ren, and incline their hearts to seek after 
him : God incline the hearts of all true 
Englishmen to stand up as one man to 
_bring in the king, and redeem them- 
‘selves, and this poor kingdom, out of its 
more than Egyptian slavery. 

“As I have now put off these gar- 
ments of cloth, so [hope I have put off 
my garments of sin;and have put on the 
robes of Christ’s righteousness here, 
which will bring me to the enjoyment 
of his glorious robes anon.” 


Then he kneeled down, and kissed 
the, block, and said thus: “I commit 
my soul to God my Creator and Re- 
deemer. Look on me, O Lord, at my 
last gasping. Hear my prayer, and the 
prayers of all good people. -I thank 
thee, O God, for ali thy dispensations 
towards me,’’ i ; 

Then, kneeling down he prayed most 
devoutly, as followeth :. 

“QO eternal, almighty, and most mer- 
ciful God, the righteous judge of all the 
world, lock down in mercy on me a 
miserable sinner. O blessed Jesus, Re- 
deemer of mankind, who takest away 
the sins of the world, let thy perfect 
manner of obedience be presented to 
thy heavenly Father for me.. Let thy 
precious death and blood be the ransom 
and satisfaction of my many and heinous 
transgressions. Thou that sittest at the 
right hand of God, make intercession 
for me. O holy and blessed Spirit, who 
art the comforter, fillmy heart with thy 
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consolation, O holy, blessed, and plo. 
rious trinity, be mercifulto me, confirm 
my faith in the promises of the gospel, 
revive and quicken my hope and expec. 
tation of joys prepared for true and faith. 
ful servants. Let the infinite love of 
God my Saviour make my leve to him 
stedfast, sincere, and constant. 

“QO Lord, consider my condition, ac- 
cept my tears, assuage my grief, give 
me comfort and confidence in thee, im- 
pute not unto me my former sins ; but, 
most merciful Father, receive me into 
thy favour, for the merits of Christ Je. 
sus. Many and grievous are my sins, 
for I have sinned many times against 
the light of knowledge, against remorse 
of conscience, against the motions and 
opportunities of grace. But accept, | 
beseech thee, the sacrifice of a broken 
and contrite heart, in and for the per. 
fect sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction 
of thy Son Jesus Christ. O Lord, re- 


_ ceive my soul, afier it is delivered from 


the burden of the flesh, into perfect joy 
in the sight and fruition of thee. And 
at the general resurrection, grant that 
my body may be endowed withimmorta- 
lity,and received with my soul into glory. 

“I praise thee, O God, I acknow- 
ledge thee tobe the Lord. O Lamb of 
God, that takest away the sins. of the 
world, have mercy upon me. Thou 
that sittest at the right hand of God, 
hear my prayer. O Lord Jesus Christ, 
God and man, mediator betwixt God 
and man, I have sinned as a man, be 
thou merciful to me asaGod. O holy 
and blessed Spirit, help my infirmities 
with those sighs and groans which ! 
Cannot express.’’ 

Then he desired to see the axe, and 
kissing it, said, “1 am like to have 4 
sharp passage of it, but my Saviour bath 
sweetened it unto. me.’’ 

Then he said, * If I would have been 
so unworthy as others have been, | sup- 
pose, I might, by a lye, have saved my 
life, which I scorn to purchase at such 
a rate. I defy such temptations, and 
them that gave them me.” 

“ Glory-be to God on high; on earth 
peace, good will towards men, And 
the Lord have mercy upon my poor 
soul. Amen,?’ 3 

So laying his neck upon the block; 
after some private ejaculations, he gav¢ 
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the headsman a sign with his hand, who, 
at one blow, severed his head from his 
bocy- 

— 
Tue disputed passage, Rom. vii, 14— 
25, has already occupied a considerable 
space in our pages. In giving an op- 
portunity to writers of different senti- 
ments freely to express their sentiments 
upon it, we have done all that can be 
fairly expected from us. We therefore 
wish our correspondents to understand, 
that unless some very new and interest- 
ing matter should. be presented to our 
notice, we mean to close the discussion 
with the two following papers. 

ree 

To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 

Tue discussion of the seventh chapter 
of the Romans having found a place in 
your work; I beg leave to propose to 
you, Sir, to close it with a serious re- 
quest to pastors and teachers that they 
will be pleased to make the following 
regulations in their respective congre- 
gations, Viz. 

1. That in future no person shall 
plead, being ‘ carnai’’ as an evidence 
of his regeneration. 

2. That being “ drought into caftiv- 
ity to sin,’? though that captivity be 
daily confessed and lamented, shali not 
be considered a scriptural mark of a 
state of grace. 

3. That backwardness to duty, and 
inability to perform good works, shall 
not be accounted a sign of growth in 
grace, or esteemed equivalent to “ be- 
ing thoroughly furnished for every 
good word and work.” 

Now, Sir, if these regulations are 
strictly observed, I am certain they 
will allay the heat of the controversy, 
and that some persons who are now ex- 
tremely irritated by an ungrammatical 
construction of the twelve last verses, 
may then permit a friend to suggest, 
that it?s frossible the passage in ques- 
tion may be one of those scriptures of 
Which St. Peter speaks in his Second 
Epistle, chap. iii. 16. At the same 
time awakened penitents, who fee] the 
Power of indwelling evil, and sustain 
an unequal combat with temptation, 
may be encouraged to persevere in 
Secking pardon and holiness, without 
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supposing their state to. be the exact 
counterpart of St. Paul’s; which, if 
true, would rather entitle them to the 
consolation of “ Fathers in. Christ,’’ 
than to the exhortation which speaketh 
to them as.unto persons newly awaken- 
ed from the lethargy of sin, and in 
danger of falling back into it. 


SOPATER. | 
April 3, 1804. 


P.S. I had written the above be- 
fore your last number reached me, 
which contains the pious and candid 
letter of Clericus Juvenis. You, Sir, 
may probably be unwilling to add any 
thing farther on the subject: I can 
only say, from thirty years observa- 
tion, that no scripture, to my own 
knowledge, has been so perniciously 
misapplied as the passage in question, 
which occasions my attaching a real 
importance to the discussion. I find 
the same complaint of its perversion 
from the Reverend Dr. John Edwards 
(in the beginning of the last century,) 
though he adopted what is popularly 
called the orthodox expositions. 

To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


TuovuGu I cannot but consider the in- 
terpretation of the disputed passage, 
Rom. vii. 14—25, of more importance 
than you seem disposed to attach to 
it, yet I should not have thought it 
necessary to bring the subject again 
into notice, had not your introduction 
of a second letter from Clericus Ju- 
venis renewed the discussion, and led 
me to suppose that you are not unwil- 
ling to admit of further communica- 
tions on this point. Your correspon- 
dent J. P.,in your number for Februa- 
ry, has clearly shewn that the argu- 
ment, which Clericus Juvenis adduces 
in favour of his interpretation on the 
ground of antiquity, is erroneous. I 
shall endeavour to shew that his other 
arguments are equally inconclusive, 
and will not support the structure 
which he has attempted to raise on 
them. ; 3 
I have been taught to believe that'@ 
real inward conflict, between the flesh 
and the spirit, between the old nature 
and the new, is an inseparable attend- 
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ant on a work of grace in the heart, and 
consequently a genuine evidence of 
the renewed state of the mind ; and it 
is this conflict, which I conceive the 
apostle in this passage describes. Hav- 
ing spoken of the false and presump- 
tuous security which he had felt in his 
unconverted state, “J was alive with- 
out the law once ;” and having then ad- 
verted to the progress and effect of 
conviction in destroying his fallacious 
hopes, and bringing home the sentence 
of death to his heart, “4ut when the 
commandment came sin revived, and I 
died ; he proceeds, in the Jatter part 
of the chapter, to describe that contin. 
ual and painful warfare, which, in the 
progressive work of sanctification, he 
experienced from “the flesh lusting 
against the spirit, and the spitit against 
the flesh.” I am fully aware, and 
readily admit, that ungodly men may 
abuse this interpretation, and wrest 
the scripture thus applied to their own 
destruction. But what most sacred 
truths will not such characters pervert? 
and are we to be deterred by the fear 
of countenancing such perversions 
from stating the whole counsel of 
Cod? 

In order to obtain and communicate 
‘clear views on the point in question, 
the distinction between the struggle of 
natural conscience with corrupt incli- 
nation, and the conflict of the spirit 
with the flesh, should be carefully ad- 
verted to. But to this distinction 
Clericus Juvenis seems not to have at- 
tended with sufficient accuracy ; and 
hence he has been led to adduce the 
instances of Herod, of the stony-ground 
hearers, and some of the ancient hea- 
then. philosophers, as illustrations of 
that Inward warfare which St. Paul 
here represents. What, however;is a 
prominent feature in tlie person des- 
cribed ? He. “delights in the law of 
God after the inward man.’’ Observe 
what is the daw here spoken of. It is 
the law of God: that law, which the 
apostle had just before declared to be 
gfititea, to be holy, just, and good, In 
this law the person here represented, 
delights after the inward man: he loves 
ity consents to it, cordially approves 
its heart-searching demands and awful 
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sanctions, and longs after an entire con. 
formity to it. Now can this assertion 
be made of any unconverted person ? 
It is readily conceded that; in the nat- 
ural man, there is some principle of 
right and wrong ; that -he involuntarily 
admires and applauds that conduct 
which seems to him to be good, though 
he does not himself practise it ; that he 
has in his own mind a standard of ex. 
cellence, to which he feels that he 
ought to conform, and from -which he 
cannot depart without some. secret 
misgivings of conscience. But. this 
standard is not the spiritual and per- 
fect law of God: it is some defective 
and mutilated rule of human inven- 
tion. Propose to such a person the hol 

law of God, and he will immediately 
shew thathe dogs not delightinit. He 
will object to it as unnecessarily strict, 
severe, and burdensome: he will take 
offence at the spirituality of its pre. 
cepts, and turn away in disgust from 
the extensive obedience which it re- 
quires. Can it, indeed, be otherwise? 
“ The carnal mind is enmity against 
God ; for itis not subject to the law of 
God, neither indeed can be.” How 
then can the natural mind delight in 
that which it naturally hates? Wasit 
then this law in which Herod delight- 
ed? No. While he was still in an 
unconverted state, he might “ hear 
John gladly, and do many things; but 
while he lived in adultery and incest, he 
could not cordially love and approve 
of the holy law of God.’ Is it this 
law in which the stony-ground hearers 
delight? No. They receive, with un- 
sanctified joy, the fromises of the gos- 
pel; they listen, with a presumptuous 
self-complacency, to the declaration of 
the christian’s Privileges: but there is 
no intimation whatever in the descrip- 
tion of their character, that: they dis- 
cern the nature of the daw of God, 
much less that they assent to and find 
pleasure in it, as being holy, just, and 
good. Astothe heathen philosophers, 
with still less ‘probability. can it be al- 
firmed of them, that they delighted 10 
that law with the excellence and spl- 
rituality of which they were utterly un- 
acquainted. But the renewed pfrerson 
really does delight in this law. He is 
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grieved and ashamed that he does not 
more closely comply with its extensive 
demands. He condemns himself for 
every unallowed transgression of its 
holy precepts. But he never finds 
fault with the law as being too severe: 
he does not wish it to be less strict: he 
is never so happy as when he finds the 
frame Of his mind most congenial to its 
spiritual injunctions. He says with 
David, “* Thy word is very pure, there- 
fore thy servant loveth it.”—* O, that 
there were suchan heart in me, that I 
might fear the Lord, and keep all his 
commandments always,” ‘ 

There are two additional reasons ad- 
duced by Clericus Juvenis in confir- 
mation of his opinion, to which I would 
briefly advert. 

1. He thinks the judgment of the 
apostle, independent of inspiration, 
would have suggested to him the im- 
propriety of applying to himself, as a 
confirmed christian, terms such as 
“carnal,” * sold under sin,” which in 
every other place he uniformly em- 
ploys to characterize the ungodly sin- 
ner, or the very defective christian. 
But, Sir, I cannot think that this argu- 
ment is of much weight. I conceive 
the language in question to have re- 
sulted, not from any want of judgment 
in the apostle, but from the depth of 
his humiliation ; from his experience 
of that contrariety, which he found 
continually rising up in his heart 
against the holy law of God; and 
which, like a dead body that he was 
compelled to drag along with him, 
clogged, offended, ahd distressed him. 
So that, in this ‘sense, the clearer were 
his views of the holiness of the law, and 
the more fervent his aspirations after 
conformity to it, the more plainly 
would he perceive the natural aliena- 
tion of his soul from God, and the 


deeper, consequently, would be his | 


self-abhorrence. No language would 
be considered by him as too forcible to 
depict the evil of his heart. No ex- 


Pression, which he could use, as exag- 
gerated and misapplied. What was 
the effect, which a more enlarged and 
distinct conception of the majesty and — 


holiness of God producéd on the mind 
of Job? 


“ Behold,” he exclaims, “I 
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am vile?’ Surely this declaration of. 
his depravity is a8 strong as any of 
those terms employed’ by the apostie. . . 
But shall we say that-Job spoke it in-~ 
judiciously, and appiied this epithet 
to himself without sufficiently  consid- 
ering the dangerous use, which ungod- 
ly men might make of its application? 
2. Equally inconclusive in’ my opi- 
nion, is the argument drawn from the 
seeming inconsistency of this janguage 
of the apostle, with the other expres- 
sions employed on many occasions in 
relation to himself. To me these dif- 
ferent statements appear perfectly re- 


concileable and accordant with each 


other. I cannot regard the apostle’s 
lively sense of the oppressive and de. 
filing nature of his remaining corrup- 
tion as any proof, that perfection was 
not his aim, or that he had zoe foughta 
good fight, and had not kept the faith; 
on the contrary,-I should deduce from 
these premises a very opposite con- 
clusion. . I should argue, that his self- 
condemnation, and humiliating expe- 
rience of the opposing power of sin, 
was an indication of the spiritual and 
exalted standard at which he aimed, 
and also of his very superior attain- 
ments in holiness and proficiency in 
the christian warfare. ; 
Upon the whole, I would request 
Clericus Juvenis seriously and dispas- 
sionately to reconsider the subject. 
That the sentiments of our church fa. 
your a contrary interpretation to that 
which he has adopted, I think may be 
fairly collected from her ninth article, 
to which I refefhim. I feel confident 
also that the genuine experience of ad- | 
vanced and confirmed christians are 
against him ; all of whom too constant- 
ly “ finda law in their members warring 
against the law of their minds, and. 
bringing them into captivity to the law 
of sin ;’all of whom, at times, are con- 
strained to adopt the exclamation ofthe 
apostle, * O wretched man that I am, 
who shal] deliver me from the body of 
this death ?” | 
Clericus Juvenis, in bis former let- 
ter on this subject, objects’ to the in- 
terpretation for which I am contend- 
ing, as * retarding the progress oj the 
good.” But here again I fee) confi. 
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dent that experience is against him. 
Should it please God, as I hope and 
pray may be the case, to bless his la- 
bours to the sfiritual edification of his 
fiock, I think he will soon find that his 
views on this subject, when practically 
applied, will not be attended with the 
effects which “he expects from them ; 
and that he himself will be constrained 
to adopt the interpretation which he 
now opposes: I think he will find that 
while it administers a cordial of com- 
fort, it is calculated also to strengthen ; 
and that he cannot persist in rejecting 
it without, on many occasions, making 
the heart of the righteous sad, whom 
the Lord hath not made sad. 
- Tmust also take the liberty of re- 
minding him, before I conclude, that, 
in the letter last alluded to, he adopts 
a boldness of interpretation, against 
which a serious protest must be made. 
At the close of the twenty-fifth verse 
of this chapter he inserts a note of in- 
terrogation, which totally alters the 
sense of the passage. Though, in 
support of this innovation on the sacred 
text, he adduces no authority but the 
suggestion of a single commentator, 
whose name, however respectable, 
cannot justify the interpolation in ques- 
tion. Perhaps Clericus Juvenis may 
not be fully aware of the danger of 
such a mode of proceeding ; vor have 
properly considered the very destruc- 
tive latitude which it opens to scriptu- 
ral interpretation. CUSTOS. 


ee “ 


THE CRY OF INJURED TEXTS, NO. [. 


‘Your last month’s communication hav- 
ing announced to the world, that it is 
your intention to give publicity to the 
cry of some injured texts, I put In my 
claim to be heard first of all; for, I 
think, no text in the Bible has more 
cause of complaint than myself. 

» Speaking of wisdom, that is, of true 
and practical religion,* I have said, 
“ Her ways are ways of fileasaniness, 
and all her fiaths are freace ; and the 
idea 1 meant to convey was, that all 


* This is the scriptural account of wisdom : 
“ The fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and 
to depart from eyil, that is understanding.” 
Job. xxviii. 28, 
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the duties of religion, not excepting 
the most difficult and self-denying, 
were sources both of pleasure and of 
peace: and this is a truth that I am 
ready to prove to all the World. No 
one, I imagine, will call in question 
the declaration of our Lord, ‘that ‘rejj- 
gion is contained ‘in those two great 
and comprehensive commandments, 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with ali thy 
mind, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy strength :” and, * Thouw shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself.” Let 
any one examine these two command- 
ments, and see what effect an obedience 
to them will produce upon the mind. 
Will not a view of the divine perfec- 
tions, as exhibited in the works of cra. 
ation, and especially as harmonizing in 
the great mystery of redemption, fill 
the soul with joy and wonder? If to 
this be added a lively hope that Godis 
reconciled to us in the Son of his love, 
anda delightful prospect of dwelling 
with him for ever, will not that afford 
a pleasure superior to all which can 
arise from the gratifications of sense? 
Will not the love of one’s neighbour 
too excite the most pleasing sensations 
in the soul? Can you rejoice in his 
prosperity, or sympathize with him in 
his adversity, and not feel an exquisite 
gratification from such exercises of 
mind ? Can you open your hand for his 
relief,or administer consolation or sup- 
port, and not, like the offerer of in- 
cense, be regaled with the odour of 
your offerings ? ; 

But it will be said, “ The cloud has 
a dark as well as bright side.” True, 
ithas; but it wears a gloomy aspect 
only to the enemies of God: on his 
friends it casts a cheering light by 
night, and a refreshing shade by day. 
Religion smiles on all its votaries even 
in their most serious and painful hours. 
What then, it may be asked, Will l 
pretend to say that there is any plea- 
sure in repentance, in self-dental, In 
bearing of the cross? Yes; | will both 
affirm, and proveit too, Ido not mean 
to say that pain and pleasure are the 
same thing, or that any one can take 
pleasure in what is painful mere/y 0” 
tts own account: but I say, that thing® 
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which in themselves are painful, may 
become pleasant when viewed in relation 
to their consequences, and that they re- 
ally are so in the exercises of religion. 
Repentance is a-painful sense of our 
guilt and misery ; yet is there nothing 
that will afford more real pleasure to 
the soul. Suppose a person had eaten 
something poisonous, and was inform. 
ed by his medical attendant that the 
poison, if not immediately expelled 
from his stomach, would destroy him 
ina few hours; would he not gladly 
yse the means necessary for its remo- 
val? would not every fresh exertion, 
though painful in itself, afford him 
pleasure, when he beheld the success 
of his efforts? And would he not thank- 
fully repeat his endeavours till he had 
completely accomplished his desire? 
This then is a just view of repentance ; 
itis an effort of the soul to get rid of 
sin, which, if not expelled, will ruin 
him for ever. And [I will appeal to 
every one who ever experienced the 
smallest emotions of true penitence, 
whether it did not afford him both plea- 
sure and peace, in proportion as it pre- 
vailed for the expulsion of sin? 
Self-denial is the mortifying of our 
own natural inclinations; yet that also 
becomes a source of pleasure tothe true 
christian. Suppose a person tempted 
to indulge a forbidden appetite, or to 
gratify a vindictive spirit, would notthe 
pleasure which he would feel in morti- 
fying his corrupt affections, far exceed 
any that could arise from the grati- 
fication of them? When Joseph fled 
from Potipher’s wife, had he not. an 
infinitely more exquisite and refined 
pleasure in resisting her solicitations, 
than he could have had in complying 
with them? When David hasted to 
avenge himself on Nabal for his inso- 
lence and ingratitude, and was pacified 
by the seasonable interposition of Abi. 
gail, did he regret the loss of any sat- 
isfaction which he might have found 
in executing his cruel purposes? and 
did he not experience more delight in 
Pardoning than he could have done in 
inflicting punishment? Thus it is with 
all who submit to the restraints of du- 
ly; however strong their inclinations 
to sin may be, their happiness in ful- 
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filling God’s will, will far overbalance 
any pain they may experience in con. 
quering their own. 

The.dearing of the cross is no less 
necessary to constitute us real chris- 
tlans ; yet not even this can be said to 
be unproductive of pleasure. To be 
hated, reviled, persecuted ; to be im- 
prisoned, and put to a cruel death, are 
certainly not agreeable to flesh and 
blood ; but, yet we find many of the 
saints exulting and triumphing in such 
trials). We read of some who “ took 
joyfully the spoiling of their goods ;” 
of others who, with their feet fastened 
in the stocks, and their backs torn with 
scourges, sang “ praises to God at mid- 
night ;”’ and of others who “ rejoiced 
that they were counted worthy to suf- 
fer” such things, St. Paul, in expec- 
tation of martyrdom, consisdered it as 
a subject of the warmest congratula- 
tion ; and our Lord has told all his fol- 
lowers to “rejoice and be exceeding 
glad,” whenever such trials come upon 
them. Is not this proof sufficient that 
we may “take f/easure in infirmities,” 
and “ glory in tribulations also,” and 
find matter of triumph even in the bit- 
terest sufferings for Christ’s sake? 

Let none then, after these things, cal- 
umniate religion as though it could not 
make men happy, or as though any one 
of its ways were not ways of pleasant- 
hess and peace. 

But I do not merely complain that I 
am thus overlooked, and that my testi- 
mony respecting religion’s ways is so 
generally opposed, I suffer another 
injury, which is yet more painful; I am 
not only not permitted to rectify men’s 
judgments with respect to truth, but I 
am adduced to sanction and support the 
most horrible falsehoods, 


Mr, Observer, you will not wonder 
that I feel hurt when I inform you, that 
the votaries of pleasure quote my words 
as countenancing and recommending 
their evil ways. When they are told, 
by God’s ministers, that they must “re- 
nounce the devil and all his works, the 
pomps and vanities of this wicked 
world, and all’the sinful lusts of the 
fiesh,’” they not only deny all their bap- 
tismal vows, but bring me in to justify 
their worldliness and dissipation. Be- 
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cause I say that religion is fleasure, 
they represent me as saying, that flea- 
sure is religion. Now, Sir, is it not 
grievous to have my words thus per- 
verted, and to be made to contradict 
innumerable passages of scripture which 
are as plain and expressive as words 
can make them ? Fain would I ask those 
who pretend such a partiality for me, 
what they can make of these words of 
St. Paul, * She that liveth in pleasure 
is dead while she liveth?” or those of 
St. John, “Love not the world, neither 
the things that are in the world ; if any 
man love the world, the love of the 
father is not in him?” Sir, I request 
you to inform my enemies (for I am 
sure I cannot call them friends) that I 
never intended to oppose the whole 
tenor of scripture ; that, on the contra- 
ry; my testimony precisely accords 
with that of the apostle, “To be car- 
nally-minded is death, but to be spirit- 
ps at is life and peace.” 

_ Nor have I to complain only of those 
who thus traduce my character. I am 
not well pleased with many who could 


-expound my words, indeed, very well, 


but who. by their lives help greatly to 
undermine and weaken my authority in 
the world. I refer to the professors of 
religion, who give themselves so much 


Jatitude with respect to worldly com-. 


pany and worldly pleasure. Will not 
the world naturally conclude, that re. 
ligion is so sparing in her communica- 
tions of happiness, that her followers 
are forced te come and borrow of them 
in order to eke out their scanty pittance, 
and thereby to render the restraints, 
which she imposes on them, more 
tolerable? And as you have access, I 
understand, to many who are really de- 
voted to God, I beg you will speak to 
them in my behalf, and desire that they 
will be my advocates with an ungodly 
world. Tell them, from me, to press 
forward in their heavenly course, and 
to shew, by an ever increasing zeal and 
diligence, that they experience the truth 
of my words, and that their Saviour’s 
“yoke is easy to them and his burden 
light.” | a 
PROVERBS lili. 17, 
i — 
To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 

Tue following extracts from Ains- 
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worth’s “ Annotations upon the Fiy, 
Books of Moses,” may, perhaps, be 
acceptable to some of your readers, 

Genesis xliv. 5. “Is not this it (the 
cup) in which my lord drinketh, and 
he would searching search diligently 
for it?” 

Fifteenth verse. “ Joseph said unto 
them, knew ye not that such a man as 
I, could searching search diligently.” 

Note 5. “ (Would searching search, 
&c.) so the Chaldee here translateth it: 
or would learn by experience by it, that 
is, would try your truth and loyalty.” 

In the margin of the authorized 
translation the word wn) is rendered 
“make trial” in both verses, which 
rendering is explained by Ainsworth’s 
note, andis not liable to the objection 
which maybe urged against that in the 
text. So pious a man as Joseph would 
scarcely endeavour to persuade his 
brethren that he used the diabolical arts 
of divination, nor would he be so foolish 
as to desire his steward to say, that he 
divined by the cup which he had lost. 

H.G. 
Remarks on the nature of ministerial faithful- 
ness, drawn from the example of Sfobn the 


Baptist. 

CunisTians in general, and the minis- 
ters of the gospel in particular, may 
derive some useful and important hints 
respecting the nature of ministerial 
faithfulness, from the account which is 
given in scripture of the preaching of 
John the Baptist. He is there charac- 
terized as a preacher of repentance; 
and he unquestionably was very faithful 
in this duty. He announced, at the 
same time, the approach of Jesus 
Christ, from whence it may be inferr- 
ed, that the doctrine of fepentance 
ought always to accompany the publl- 
cation of the glad tidings of salvation. 


Repentance is not a popular topic. 
Nevertheless, a large congregation 
comes even intothe wilderness to lis- 
ten to John, and to be baptized of bim. 
Does he proceed to flatter those who 
are there gathered round him? Does 
he intimate that the duty of repentance, 
though neglected by others, may be 
presumed to have been already sufii- 
ciently fulfilled by the generality of his 
audience? Does he inveigh against the 
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absent, and spare his.own hearers? *O 
generation of. vipers,” said he, “* who 
hath warned you to flee from the wrath 
to come;’’——“ say not within yourselves 
we have Abraham to our father ;” boast 
not of your privileges as Jews; “bring 
forth fruits meet for repentance ;’’— 
ssfor now is the axe laid to the root of 
the tree. Every tree, therefore, that 
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 
down and cast into the fire.”’ 

The people after this awfyl warning 
draw near, and ask, what shall we do 
then? How does the Baptist reply? 
What doctrine of the gospel does he 
urge? Which of its essential truths 
does he unfold? His answer is, “ He 
that hath two coatsdet him impart to 
him that hath none, and he that hath 
meat let him do likewise.” 

I have no doubt that the multitude 
were much disappointed by this reply. 
Probably many of them came to see 
some striking exhibition, and to hear 
some wonderful revelation; many, no 
doubt, hoped to have their present char- 
acter approved, their sect. preferred, 
and the doctrines on which they already 
dwelt confirmed by the prophet. “ Is 
this, then, all thatyou haye to say tous? 
Have we been at the pains of travelling 
thus far into the’ wilderness, in. order 
merely to be told to part with one of 
our coats and with half.of our meat to 
our poor neighbours? Is this the gos- 
pel? Can such an ordinary teacher. be 
John the true prophet, the forerunner 
of him who is to be Saviour of the 
world ??? ' 

“Then came also publicans to be 
baptized, and said unto him, master, 
what shall we do, and he said unto them, 
exact no more than that which is ap- 
Pointed you.’ The publicans were the 
tax-gatherers of those days, and they 
Were notorious for extortion. 

* And the soldiers likewise demand- 
ed of him, saying, And what shall we 
do? And he said: unto them, Do vio. 
lence to no man, neither accuse any 
falsely, and be content with your wages.” 
The Roman soldiers were remarkable 
for their insubordination. A few: of 
them were placed in each of the con- 
quered provinces, where they commit- 
ted perpetual acts of violence ;,and, in 
order to justify their rapacity, they 

Christ. Observ, No. 29. 
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raised many false accusations against 
the poor natives, whom it was their 
duty to protect. The prophet shewed 
remarkable courage in. this last reply. 
Cesar would not have dared to admia- 
ister the same rebuke to a party of sol- 
diers.. It would have endangered his 
throne.. But the unarmed Baptist fear- 
ed the face of no man; and with the 
same boldness with which he told king 
Herod that it was not lawful for him to 
have his brother’s wife (a saying for 
which he. was beheaded,) he uttered 
before the ferocious .Roman_soldiery 
those truths which, though every one 
knew, no one except himself ventured 
to declare to their face. | 


The diversity of these answers is a 
proof that John had considered the 
several vices of his hearers. Many 
a rebuke is misplaced, perhaps many a 
sermon is without effect, oh account of | 
its being ill-accommodated to the case 
of the auditors. There are some who 
think it is sufficient to preach the gos- 
pel in general, or if: they touch on re- 
pentance, to treat of it in general, with- 
out pointing out the particular sins to 
be repented of. If acertain number of 
general truths are delivered, God, as 
they assume, will bless his own wordas 
far as he sees fit; and should no. 

‘be done, the failure is accounted for by 
God’s not having been pleased to add 
his blessing. This may be partly ad- 
mitted, but it may also happen that care 
has not been taken rightly to dividethe 
-word of truth. The preacher may not 
have assailed his hearers on that side, 
on which they might have been attack- 
ed with most advantage. He may have 
been general, when he should have been 
particular ; or he may have been timid, 
-when boldness would have become him; 
or possibly he may have been-bold even 
‘to rudeness: he may have been too un- 
measured in -his words ; he may, in his 
heat, have charged some sin on the 
conscience more vehemently than the 
case admitted; and thus, instead ofcon- 
demning others, he may have stood 
condemned himself as a man whe utters 
that which he cannot make good. And; 
indeed, they ill understand both the 
-gospel and their own héarts who have 
not tearnt the importancesof paying 
regard to circumstances of time and 
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place ; and who fancy that a zeal, which 
hurries them on in one strait unaccom- 
modating course, is characteristic of 
christianity. Zeal of this sort is soon 
learnt. It is easy to contend for any 
docirines with vehemence, but it 1s not 
so easy to bend our humour, and to 
suit Our conversation, to all the variety 
of cases which come before us; to be 
mild when we should be mild, and bold 
when we should be bold; to speak when 
we should speak, and to be silent when 
it is more prudent to restrain our 
tongues. It is far more agreeable to 
human nature to be always bold, or 
always timid, or always talkative, or 
always silent, as our tempers may 
chance to be. It is also more pleasant 
to confine ourselves to one doctrine, or 
to one view of doctrines, than to direct 
our observations to the precise case of 
the auditors beforeus. Itis more easy 
to give one answer to all men, than a 
separate reply to the several individuals 
who make their application to us. In 
the one instance a large acquaintance 
with human nature, a deep knowledge 
of our own hearts, a great superiority 
to prejudice, and a careful attention to 
the case before us, are requisite ; In 
the other, it is only necessary to be fur- 
nished with afew general truths, to have 
at hand a certain stock of sayings which 
may be learnt almost even by rote, 
The true preacher of the gospel will, 


especially, direct his aim against the 


reigning prejudice, error, temptation, 
or sin, whatever it may be. In one cir- 
cle it will be of one kind, in one of 
another. The soldier must be attack- 
ed on the ground of his insolence, the 
tax-gatherer for his oppression, and the 
multitude for their general selfishness ; 
and in this Consists, indeed, one of the 
great difficulties of preaching. 

The idie and superficial preacher, on 
the other hand, has learnt to shine on a 
particular topic. Some doctrine which 
he can handle well is always his chosen 
ground. Say what you will, he returns 
to this subject. He thinks of no here- 
sy, but that which he has skill to com- 
bat. Oiher errors as pernicious gain 
ground without being noticed. Some- 
times it even happens that these super- 
ficial teachers"agréeing in this respect 
with their equally superficial hearers, 
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ascribe to timidity, or to want of light, 
the procedure which I am recommend. 
ing, and venture to judge and condemn 
the minister who has a larger know. . 
ledge of human nature and of the, gos- 
pel. Would not such meh have blam- 
ed the Baptist on the same ground? 
Had the soldiers asked them, What 
shall we do? Would they not have 
affirmed some doctrinal point, in the 
preaching of which they conceive all 
boldness to consist? But was there not 
more Courage in exhorting the soldiers 
to be content with their wages and to 
do violence to no man, than in pro- 
claiming to them the most repulsive 
general truth? When John preached 
generally to Herod, the king “ heard 
him gladly ;”? but when John descend- 
ed to particulars, and said it is not law- 
ful to have thy brother’s wife, Herod 
cut off the preacher’s head. So it is 
now, men may, with comparative ease, 
be brought to hear any truths, and even 
to be fond of hearing them; but while 
the preacher rests in generals, the sin- 
ner is notreproved. Why have we so 
many mere hearers who seem to know 
every truth that is to be known, and yet 
are nearly as ungoverned in their tem- 
pers and as lax in their lives as a great 
part of the unbelievers ? One of the 
reasons I apprehend to be this, that 
congregations are too seldom instruct- 
ed in the nature of their own particular 
faults. ‘There are few John the Bap- 
tists to specify their sins; there are 
few who like Nathan apply the parable, 
and say, “ Thou art the man.” 

Let me not, however, be thought to 
discourage a due proportion of doc- 
trinal preaching, or to undervalue evan- 
gelical truths.’ By no means, Thisis 
the very way in which those truths are 
found to take effect. Would you invite 
a man to believe in Christ? first con- 
vince him of sin. Would you convince 
him of sin? name then some particular 
sin, and prove that sin upon him.— 
When broken under a sense of it, he 
will be more disposed to confess his 
general iniquity, and to ‘acknowledge, 
like David, recollecting his act of 
murder and adultry, “ Behold J was 
born in sin and shapen in iniquity, and 
in sin did my mother conceive me.” 
This is also a mode which private chris- 








tians may sometimes advantageously 
follow in their weligious conversation 
with individuals, When a man is cu. 
rious about doctrines, reply to his reli- 
gious questions as John answered those 
of thé publicans and soldiers, by point- 
ing to his own besetting sin. Do not 
indulge in doctrinal’disputation. Enter 
not the thorny. path of controversy. 
Beware of metaphysical niceties and of 
deep and abstruse questions. -These, 
indeed, are topics on which he will be 
glad to ent€ér, and perhaps your skill in 
such disaue ib? May tempt you to 
accompany him into this field of,debate. 
But remember that all doctrine is ill 
understood, while the conscience is un- 
feeling. Prove then his sin upon him, 
and though you proceed no further, you 
will send him away prepared for the 
reception of further truth. Someother 
person, as I admit, may enter into your 
labours; but that ought to be a consi- 
deration of little moment. There is, 
indeed, no want of men who are ready 
to administer the consolations of chris- 
tianity, or to become instructers of 
others in the more high and disputable 
points. 

I have, in the present paper, spoken 
chiefly of the nature of faithfulness in 
the teachers of the gospel; I will, in 
my next, trouble you with a few re- 
marks applicable to the case of hearers. 


S. P, 


a. 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


I HAVE heard so many masters of fami- 
lies express their wish to be provided 
with a greater variety of finili Bravecs, 
that I shall make no apology for offer- 
ing to send you, once a month, some 
composition of this sort. I shall take 
these prayers, for the most part, from 
some of those old books of divinity 
which lie too much neglected in the 
present day, and which resemble, in 
point of style, our own excellent litur- 
gy ; meaning, however, to correct a part 
of the ancient phraseology, and either 
to add, omit,,or transpose, as may seem 
expedient. 

I submit to you the following prayer 
for insertion in your next number. 
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A GENERAL PRAYER, 

O cracious Lord, whose mercies en- 
dure for ever, we, thine enworthy ser. 
vants, desire to render unto thee the 
tribute of our most humble praise. In 
thee we live and move and have our 
being. Thou hast created us, and thou 
hast preserved us. We thank thee for 
that protection of thine hand by which 
we and ours have been guarded amidst 
many dangers, and for those gracious 
deliverances which thou hast wrought 
out for us. We bless thee also for that 
mercy which hath lightened our trou- 
bles, when thou hast not seen fit wholly 
to remove them. We likewise praise 
thee for the gift of health, of friends, 
of food, and raiment; and for those 
many comforts and conveniences of life 
which we enjoy. O Lord, grant that 
we may render unto thee, not only the 
fruit of our lips, but the obedience of 
our lives; and may these thy temporal 
mercies be to us an earnest of those 
richer blessings which thou hast pre- 
pared for them that love thee. 

But we adore thee, above all, for the 
gift of Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. 
Thou, who didst create us, hast conde- 
scended alsoto redeemus. Thou didst 
send thy Son to save us from the pun- 
ishment of our sins by his blood, and 
from the power of them by his grace, 
and thus to bring usto glory. Thou 
hast caused us to be born in this chris- 
tian land, and consecrated to thee in 
baptism ; and when, through our own 
wilfulness and negligence, we have fail- 
ed in fulfilling the baptismal vow which 
‘was upon us, thou in thy mercy hast 
not forsaken us, but hast graciously in. 
vited us to repentance, 

O righteous Lord, who hatest iniqui- 
ty, we confess that we have done the 
things which thou forbiddest, and left 
undone the things which thou com- 
mandest, In thought, word, and deed, 
we have transgressed against thee. 
O pardon our sins for Jesus Christ’s 
sake. Look upon us in thy son our 


blessed Saviour, and for the merit of 


his sufferings, blot out our transgres- 
sions and receive us into thy favour. 
For his sake also renew and purify our 
hearts, that we may become new crea- 


S.P. tures in Christ Jesus, utterly forsaking 
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every evil way, and living ih 4 constant 
course of obedience to thy command- 
ments. 

We are not able of ourselves so much 
as to think a good thought ; we, there- 
fore; beseech thee, by thy spirit, to 
work in us both to willand to do accord- 
ing to thy good pleasure. Enlighten 
our minds that we may know thee, and 
let us not be barren nor unfruitfud in 
that knowledge. May we’ be thankful 
for thy mercies, humble under thy cor- 
rections, and devoted to thy service. 
Put into our hearts a true faith, a pu- 
rifying hope, and an unfeigned charity ; 
and let no christian grace be wanting in 
us. Give us meckness, humility, and 
contentedness of mind. Make us dili- 
gent in our duty, watchful ‘against all 
temptation, and temperate in our most 
lawful enjoyments. Grant unto us 
grace to perform all parts: of justice, 
yielding unto every man whatsoever, 
by any kind of right, becomes his due; 
and putalso into our hearts such mercy 
and compassion, that we may be ever 
ready to do acts of charity both to our 
friends and enemies, according to the 
commandment and example of our 
blessed Saviour. O Lord sanctify us 
throughout, that our whole spirits and 
souls and bodies may be preserved 
blameless. unto the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

O thou whose mercy is over all thy 
works, we beseech thee to have pity 
upon all men. Look with thy tender- 
est compassion upon this church and 
Give us all grace to repent of 
those sins which have provoked thy 
judgments. Bless our governoys in 
church and state. Sorule their hearts 
and strengthen their hands that they 
may want neither will nor power to 
punish wickedness and vice, and to 
maintain thy true religion. Have pity 
‘on all who are in affliction ; be a father 
to the fatheriess, and-plead the cause of 
the widow. Comfort the feeble-mind- 
ed, support the weak, heal the sick, 
relieve the needy, defend the oppress- 
ed, and be gracious to all according to 
their several necessities. Let thy spe- 
cial blessing rest upon those .who are 
-hearand dear to us, and grant them 
whatsoever thou seest necessary either 
to their bodies or their souls. Reward 
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such as have beén good to us, and par. 
don those who .bave dOne of wished us 
evil; and make us all acceptable in thy 
sight through Jesus Christ. 

O Lord, pardon the wanderings ang 
coldness of these petitions, and }deaj 
with us, not according either to Gur 
prayers or: deser:s, “but according to 
our needs and thine own rich mercies 
in Jesus Chirist, in whose Blessed name 
and words we conclude these *our im. 
perfect prayers —Our Father, &c. 

—- » 

To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 

THERE are certain points of considera- 
ble importance, of which I have hoped 
for some time that I should find a sa- 
tisfactory examination in the Christian 
Observer. These points are directly and 
inseparably connected with a subject, 
about which, if 1 mistake not, you gave 
your readers reason to expect informa- 
tion, Iam sorry, however, to add that 
you have never yet told us, whatare the 
most effectual measures which a faithful 
clergyman can take, during his life, in 
order to prevent his flock from becoming 
Dissenters after his death. Tt is not 
my intention to give a direct and full 
reply to this neglected, but important 
inquiry. I shall only offer to you cer- 
tain observations, closely connected with 
it, which have occupied my attention. 

I suppose that every reasonable man 
will allow, that if any person enters into 
the Church of England as one of her 
ministers, he is bound, by honour and 
conscience, to support our ecclesiasti- 
cal establishment. If any clergyman 
act otherwise his conduct is not to be 
justified, whatever may be his religious 
professions. It must be lamented, how- 
ever, that many religious clergymen, 
whose private lives are pious and ex- 
emplary, whose public labours manifest 
zeal for the glory of God and the good 
of mankind, and whose attachment to 
the Church of England ‘is unquestiona- 
ble, should still neglect to use those pre- 
cautions, which would greatly promote 
the object of their wishes:, Ihave long 
been convinced that careless, wicked, 
and idleclergymen, (of whom, alas ! the 
number is sadly too great) have much 
increased the Dissenters in this nation ; 
but there are others of a very different 
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description, who have undesignedly 
contributed to the same end, They 
have done this, | conceive, by means of 
extemporary sermons; by the manner 
in which they too often conduct their 
private religious meetings ; by reading 
the public prayers in an irreverent 
manner ; by not impressing the minds 
of their people with suitabieideas of the 
yalue and extcelience of the services of 
our church ; by exerting themselves to 
get young men, not duly qualified, into 
the ministry ; by placing young inex- 
perienced clergymen in important sta- 
tions ; by recommending books, which 
contain what is good and useful, but are 
decidedly adverse to the church ; and 
by not explaining thenature of schism, 
and its probable final consequences. 

I know there are persons who think 
that extemporary sermons are more 
useful than any others. Lam altogether 
of a contrary opinion, Without dis- 
cussing this point at present, i am con- 
fident that such sermons have support- 
ed the cause of the Dissenters. By far 
the greater part of the dissenting min- 
isters preach extemporary sermons; 
but the number of clergymen who do 
80, is comparatively very small: there 
is, therefore, a very great probability 
that, when an extemporary preacher, in 
the Church of England, is removed 
from his present situation, he will be 
succeeded by a man who reads his 
sermons. This change is disliked by 
many persons ; and tosome weak minds 
it is an insupportable evil, and is. con- 
sidered as a grand mark distinguishing 
one who fully preaches the gospel of 
Christ, from another who declares only 
a part of the will of God, or who is a 
mere hireling that *careth not for the 
Sheep.” And we cannot altogether 
Wonder that these sentiments are en- 
tertained by such congregations. Most 
men are much more regulated by pre- 
Judice, by habit and passion, than by 
reason, «When, therefore, a minister 
has, in general, conducted himself with 
propriety, and his labours have been 
useful to his people, it is natural to 
Suppose that his hearers will esteem 
his method of preaching to be the best ; 
and will disapprove, ina greater:ordess 
degree, of those who differ from him. 

Most extemporary preachers, it is 


also to be feared, do not bestow suffi- 
cient jabour on their sernvons, and are 
not sufficiently aware of the consequen- 
ces which may arise from what they 
say in the pulpit, but yield too readily 
to the feelings of their minds, when 
warmed and animated by their subject; 
and in this state they often advance doc- 
trines utid use expressions which are 
not to be justified. Firmness, a full 
declaration of the truth, and abimated 
zeal, are things which I greatly admire 
ina preacher: but they ought to” be 
subject to sound reason, and ought only 
to appear in things about which the 
holy word of God has given us clear 
and full information. 
are fond of what is extraordinary, and 
are averse to moderation even in dis- 
putable matters. This general dispo- 
sition forwards very considerably the 
erroneous conclusion of many persons, 
who, from want of judgment, mistake 
Clamorous vehemence for zeal, and 
hasty bold decisions for a full declara- 
tion of truth. Whether I have pointed 
out causes with propriety or not, of this 
I am satisfied, that almost all congre- 
gations, which have been accustomed 
to hear an extemporary preacher, are 
dissatisfied with written sermons ; and 
when such a preacher is removed from 
any situation, some of his hearers leave 
the church, because the succeeding 
pastor wishes to feed them with less 
pleasant, though, perhaps, more sub- 
stantial food. And in very many cases, 
where this is not the sole reason that 
leads men to-become Dissenters, it 
proves a most powerful auxiliary. 

In the second place, many pious cler- 
gymen, (and, perhaps, extemporary 
preachers more particularly) have en- 
couraged Dissenters by the manner in 
which they have read the prayers of 
our church. Before I mention other 
particulars, [ lament that so many cler- 
gymen are: unable to read with pro- 
priety, and in an engaging manner. In 
the other professions, and in all kinds 
of business, it is thought necessary to 
bestow much thought and labour in or- 
der to obtain success; but very few 
clergymen are willing to subject them. 
selves to much inconvenience or.trou- 
ble, in order to €xcel in a most impor. 
tant branch of the most important of all 


Almost all men 


it dads ant pratnwoy ene wept eee 
« — Pe it ta nai tut ae 


donee” A Tat WA 
ab wh 


¢ 
= 
{ 
* 
+ 











278 Causes of Increase of Dissenters...Siltingduring Prayers at Church. [ May: 


offices; and whilst some. readers are 
indifferent about the estimation in 
which they are held. by the people, 
others expect to gain that estimation in 
some magical way, without exertion 
and without. attention, In this way, 
the prayers of our church appear to 
great disadvantage; many congrega- 
tions never see their beauty and excel- 
lency, and remain ignorant of the fer- 
vent feelings they are capable of excit- 
ing. 

But I will not confine the attention to 
this point ; let us suppose that a.parish 
priest has acquired a bad habit of read- 
ing, let us make due allowance for this 
habit, yet may we reasonably. expect 
reverence and animation when such a 
minister offers up public prayers to Al- 
mighty God.. How often have: I been 
grieved to observe coldness and com- 
parative indifference in, the reading- 
desk, but warmth and animation in the 
pulpit! In how many: different places 
have I been obliged to conclude, this 
man preaches in earnest, but prays 
with indifference! I have asked myself, 
J have asked others, what is the reason 
of such conduct! Does the preacher 
regard his own composition. as more 
worthy of regard than our excellent 
forms of prayer? surely not: and with- 
out all doubt, his sermons are. much 
inferior to the holy scriptures, different 
portions of which form no inconsidera- 
ble part of the service of our church. 
What then? Is the duty of public in- 
striction more important than that of 
public prayer? To declare the will of 
God, to persuade men to repent and to 
believe in Jesus Christ, and to point out 
the duties of our fellow-creatures, are 
points deserving the most serious atten- 
tion. But prayer is still more impor. 
tant. The ungodly man may be con- 
verted from the error of his ways, and 
the servant of Christ may grow in grace, 
without the help of sermons, but. with- 
out prayer they cannot. Prayer is the 
channel through which divine blessings 
flow to man; it is the most honourable 
of all employments: man is then en- 
gaged in communion with the Almighty 
Creator of all things, with the. gracious 
Redeemer of the world. 

Would clergymen insist upon these 
things, would they point out the excel- 


lency of our public prayers, would they 
teach their people that public worship 
should consist chiefly of prayer, they 
would then place a mountain difficult of 
access in the way which leads to separa. 
tion, and they would render the barrier, 
that defends our sacred «church, much 
stronger than it was before. But when 
all these things are neglected, and when 
some ministers, by their opinions, and 
others by their conduct, and. others 
again by both these means, encourage 
the idea that the sermon is. more im- 
portant than the prayers, and that ex- 
temporary prayers are preferable to 
written forms, it is not to be wondered 
at if, at first, their people become Dis- 
seniers in some respects; and if, alter- 
wards, they leave the church altogether, 
CHURCHMAN, 
To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 

IT am a person who, in the former part 
of my life, frequently mixed in_ the 
world ; and in the metropolis, and vari- 
ous other parts of the, kingdom, had an 
opportunity of making my. observations 
both on the gayer and graver scenes of 
life. But for several years. past, partly 
from ill. health, and the loss of those 
most dear to me, £ have lived in a very 
retired spot, and have known very little 
of what passed in the busy world. 

Last summer, being called upon to 
attend a sick relation, I took the oppor- 
tunity of visiting,some friends in Lon- 
don, and other places. Several of the 
changes which had taken place during 
my retirement, served to amuse me, 
but that which is the occasion of this 
paper, gave me real concern; I mean 
the great inattention and irreverence 
which prevail in the house of God. It 
was not in one church. only, but in 
many, both in London and elsewhere, 
that I observed not only numbers com- 
ing in when the service was half over, 
and others just before the sermon ; but 
many already there shewing, by their 
behaviour, that they might. have been 
with equal.advantage in any other place, 
sitting down the whole time. of the 
prayers, as if they had no other concern 
than to hear the sermon. [I could not 
help saying to myself, these things did 
not use to, be so; surely they ought not 
to be so: but as I think all 1 can say 
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upon this subject will not have’ the 
weiglit | wish it to have, 1 will call in 
an abler pen, and give an extract from 
one of the sermons of the excellent 
Bishop Beveridge; who, although now 
an old fashioned divine, is still a great 
favourite of mine. 
Speaking of the presence of Christ, 
where two or three are met together in 
his name, he says, “*when I consider 
this 1 cannot but wonder how people 
can carry themselves, as they commonly 
do at church, with no more reverence 
and devotion than they do at home; 
coming in, staying here a while, then 
going out again, with no more concern 
upon them than as if nobody was 
amongst them or saw them, but their 
fellow-creatures; but I beg of you to 
consider. Do not you believe what 
Christ said to be true? I hope you do. 
“ Now suppose you saw him, the 
eternal Son of God, your Lord, your 
Saviour, your Judge ; suppose you saw 
him at this time standing in the midst 
of you, incircled with rays of glory and 
majesty ‘about his head, and with all 
spiritual blessings in his hand, ready to 
distribute them to all that have a mind 
tothem ; if you thus saw him, could 
you be able to.stand upon your legs ? 
would you not all fall down and worship 
him? would not your eyes be fastened 
upon him, and your ears listen to what 
he saith? would you not beseech him, 
upon your knees, to have mercy upon 
you, to bless you and to give you the 
pearl of great price that is in his hand? 
I'dare say you would; and yet this is 
your case, at this time and at all times, 
when we meet together in his name. 
If you truly believe the gospel, you can- 
not but see your Saviour with the eye 
of faith in the midst of you, as plainly 
as Mary did when she sat at his feet: 
and then how gravely, how modestly, 
how reverently, would you behave your- 
selves before him all the while you are 
in his house ; and so never come to- 
§ether, as many of you do forthe worse, 
but always for the better. And let me 
advise you all, whenever you go to the 
house of God, to consider where you are 
Boing, and who you are to meet there; 
and so soon as ever you come into his 
presence, be sure to fall down upon your 
knees before him, humbly beseeching 
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him to'assist you by his spirit in doing 
the work you come about ; and then, in 
an humble confidence of his assistance, 
set upon it with all your might; offer- 
ing up your prayers and praises, not 
only with your lips, but from the botiom 
of your hearts ; receiving the word you 
hear, not as the word of man, but, as it 
is in truth, the word of God, which ef- 
fectually worketh in them that believe. 
I need not tell you you must be upon 
your knees all the time you are praying 
to Almighty God ; for that you cannot 
but choose to be, if ye pray in faith, and 
without that, ye had as good be out of 
the church as in it for any good ye do 
or can get there, as some here present 
have found, I fear, from long experi- 
ence. But this 1 must put you in mind. 
of, that you must use all the means of 
grace continually. So whenever you 
have used them, ye must always lift up 
your hearts to Christ your Saviour, and 
trust in him for God’s acceptance for 
what ye have done, and for his blessing 
upon it; and then you can never come 
to church but ye will return wiser and 
better than ye came; and so grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, every day more and 
more, till ye arrive at that degree of 
righteousness and true holiness which 
is the one thing needful, to make you 
happy for ever.” 

You see, Mr. Editor, the good bishop 
never so much as mentions sitting down 
during the prayers. I therefore con- 
clude this was an indecency that had not 
crept into the church in his days; but 
as I really believe some very well mean. 
ing people have given way to this idle, 
not to say, wicked custom, I hope they 
will for the future avoid it. If this pa- 
per serves to show one person only the 
error of their way, I shall think: myself 
amply repaid, G. F. 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


As you are a-decided advocate for 
episcopacy, I need not apologize for 
sending you an extract from a little 
piece, which is not in every body’s 
hands. It is a circular letter of Arch- 
bishop Tennison to the bishops of his 
province. The title is as follows: 
“His Grace the Lord Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s Letter to the Right Re- 
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verend the Lords Bishops of his Pro- 
vince.””. The copy which I have be- 
fore me is directed, in the words im- 
mediately following, To the Right 
Reverend the Lord Bishop of Coven- 
try and Lichfield.” 

The occasion of this letter is repre- 
sented by the most reverend writer to 


. be “the sensible growth of vice and 


profaneness in the nation;’’ and 
among the directions which it contains 
occurs the following: 

“It were to be wished, that the 


‘clergy of every neighbourhood, would 


agree upon frequent meetings, to con- 
sult for the good of religion in gene. 
fal, and to advise with one another 
about any difficulues that may happen 
in their particular cures. By what 
methods any evil customs may most 
easily be broken; how a sinner may 
most effectually be reclaimed ; and (in 
general) how each of them, in their 
several circumstances, may contribute 
most to the advancement of religion. 
Such consultations as these, besides 
the mutual benefit of advice and in- 
struction, will be a natural means to 
excite the zeal of some, to reduce the 
over-eagerness of others to a due 
temper, and to provoke all to a reli- 
gious emulation in the improvement 
of fiety and order within their respec- 
tive parishes. And these meetings 
might still be madea greater advan- 
tage to the clergy in carrying on the 
reformation of men’s lives and man- 
ners, by inviting the churchwardens of 
their several parishes, and other pious 
persons. among the /aizy, to join with 
them in the execution of the most,pro- 
bable methods that can be suggested 
for those good ends. And-we may 
very reasonably expect the happy ef- 
fects of such a concurrence, from the 
visible success of that noble zeal where- 
with so many about the great cities in 
my neighbourhood, do promote true 
piety, and a reformation of manners. 
And, therefore, I desire you that you 
will particularly excite your clergy to 
the procuring such assistances as these, 
for the more effectual discharge of 
their own duty.” 

This letter is dated “Lambeth, 
April 4th, 1699.” Subjoined is ano- 


280 Discipline of the Established Church, 


[May, 


ther of the Bishop of Coventry and 
Lichfield (Lloyd) “to the Reverend 
the Archdeacons of the Diocese of 


Coventry and Lichfield;” in which 
his lordship expresses his perfect 
agreement with the Archbishop in jl 
the particulars of the letter addressed 
to him and his brethren. 


I 


On the Discipline of the Established Church. 


THERE is not the least doubt, that the 
offences of adultery, fornication, in. 
cest, and solicitation of chastity, are 
cognisable in the ecclesiastical court. 
For the commission of either of these 
crimes, the offender maay be prose- 
cuted in the ecclesiastical court of the 
diocese in which he is resident, at the 
instance of the churchwardens or a 
voluntary promoter; and if convict- 
ed, upon the testimony of two wit- 
nesses at least, he will be enjoined 
public penance, and be condemned in 
the costs of the suit: If the offender 
refuses to obey the sentence of the 
ecclesiastical judge, he becomes liable, 
first, to excommunication; and, se- 
condly, to imprisonment, by virtue of 
the writ de excommunicato capfiendo, 
The particular. kind of punishment 
which is to be inflicted on a clergy- 
man, who has been guilty of some 
gross act of immorality, the cognizance 
of which belongs to the ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction, appears to me to be left; 
in a great. measure, to the discretion 
of the ordinary, by whom the sen- 
tence must be pronounced in person.} 
The punishment may extend to sus- 
frension from the exercise of the mini- 
stry ; but whether it may be extended 
to defirivation, if the offender has 4 
benefice, may be doubted ; for, by in- 
stitution and induction, he becomes 
seised of an estate of freehold in his 
benefice, of which he cannot, I con- 
ceive, be divested, except in those 
cases in which deprivation is directed 
by the statute law.§ If, however, he 
-* See Christian Observer for March, p. 159. 
} Canon 109, 2 Burn’s Eccles. Law,39, 402. 
Sixth Edition. Ayliffe’s Parergon, 239. 3 Bl. 
Com. 139. 
} Canon 122. ie | 
§ Is an excommunicated clergyman capable 
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;s suspended for gross immorality, a 
sequestrator must of necessity be ap- 
pointed by the ordinary to perform the 
parochial duties, and a salary paid 
him out of the profits of the: living. 
There can be no reasonable ground to 
suppose, that the punishment which 
would be inflicted on a clergyman, 
whether beneficed or not, for any 
cross act of immorality, would be ess 
in its degree than that to which a lay- 
man would be liable for the same of- 
fence. A prosecution of this kind is 
denominated a cause of office; because 
the articles of accusation are objected 
tothe offender by the chancellor of 
the diocese, by virtue of his office of 
judge, upon the promotion or at the 
instance of some other person, who Is 
the real prosecutor, and who, as such, 
will be condemned in the costs of the 
suit should the defendant be acquitted, 
and in some cases become liable, in 


of holding a benefice ? Grey, in his System of 
English Ecclesiastical Law, says, that a cler- 
gyman is subject to deprivation by the com- 
mon law, for incontinence and drunkenness, 
&k&c.—EpiTor. 
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that event, to an action at common 
law for damages; dSué an action of this 
kind cannot be maintained, unless the 
original prosecution was malicious and 
without any probable cause.t 

Thus have [ endeavoured to give 
your correspondent the best informa. 
tion which my knowledge of such of 
the ecclesiastical laws as have appear. 
ed in print, and a small share of prac- 
tice in the consistory court of a coun. 
try diocese, have enabled me to commu- 
nicate. I have written with great cau- 
tion ; being convinced that a complete 
knowledge of the ecclesiastical law 
cannot be obtained from the few trea- 
tises on that subject which are now in 
print, and. that it can be acquired by no 
other means than a constant personal 
attendance on the superior ecclesiasti- 
cal courts in the metropolis, especially 
as their decisions are not, like those of 
the temporal. courts, published in a 
regular series of reports. 

AN ATTORNEY. 


+ 1 Burn’s Eccles. Law, 415. Fisher against 
Bristow and others, Douglas’s Reports, 215, 
3 Bl. Com. 126. Twelfth Edition. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Extracts from an. unpublished Tour on the 
Continent. 
(Continued from p. 154.) 


GIORNICO....LUGANO, 


Towarps the evening | overtook a ca- 
puchin on the road, and joined him, as 
I never failed to do whenever I fell in 
with any of the religious profession ; 
since I generally promised myself 
either amusement or instruction from 
one that wore the ecclesiastical habit. 
A peasant passed us afew minutes 
after the commencement of our ac- 
quaintance, and addressed my vene- 
rable companion with a_ salutation 
Worthy a christian of the first century, 
and which called to my mind the laud- 
able custom, of which we have an 
example in Boaz and his reapers :— 
Sia lodato Jesu Christo, cries the ho- 
hest countryman; Sempre sia lodato, 
replied the father. On my expressing 
some degree of wonder at this cir- 
cumstance,- I was informed that this 
Custom of salutation was not yacom- 
Christ. Obsery, No, 29. 


mon inthese Alpine regions. During 
a short pause in our conversation I 
was suddenly surprised by what I 
thought to be the singing of a thrush, 
which seemed close to my ear; on 
turning my head I was not a little as- 
tonished to find the harmony proceed- 


ed from the mouth of my grave capu- 


chin. He perceived my astonishment, 
and, to increase it, imitated the notes 
of the nightingale and other singing 
birds so perfectly, that Iam well per- 
suaded he might make an ample for- 
tune by the help of his veice, were he 
to quit his convent and go upon his 
travels. He told me he could imitate 
the voices of most of the singing 
birds, anc that he had acquired thae 
art by walking out alone when young, 
and attending to their notes. My 
companion had been absent some 
time. from his convent, which joined 
toa neighbouring village: as we ap- 
proached it the country people of all 
denominations greeted him courteous- 
20 
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ly as he passed, and signified to him, 
by their honest smiles, that his arrival 
gave them pleasure. Some of them 
called after him, and earnestly press- 
ed him to accept of some refreshment 
after the fatigues of his journey. I 
entered with him into the monastery, 
which was very homely, but at the 
same time extremely neat. The cells 
were placed in rows down a long gal- 
lery, and were all of wood; over each 
of them. was inscribed a text of scrip- 
ture from the Latin Vulgate. After 
refreshing myself with a glass of fresh 
water in the pilgrim style, I set off for 
Giornico, a small village on the bank 
of a torrent, where we were to take 
up our abode that evening. In my 
way I found a young female peasant 
sitting on a stone opposite a small 
chapel by the side of the road; she 
Wwas reading with some earnestness to 
a little boy that was near her. I was 
anxious to know the contents of a book 
that so strongly engaged the attention 
of these young persons. I went up to 
them, and offered to look over the 
book ; the paysanne shut it at my ap- 
proach, and at first appeared offended 
or frightened at the liberty I took; 
but at last perceiving I had no bad in- 
tentions, she smiled, and opening her 
book held it to me, and said, un bel li- 
bro, Indeed her character of it was 
just, it was called the Giardini spiri- 
tuale, and contained several excellent 
prayers and exhortations. Sights of 
this kind are not very common in our 
age or country ; I confess it affected 
me much, and it is with pleasure I 
mention so agreeable a circumstance. 


We met this night with a very bad 
in, slept but little, and rose next morn- 
ing two hours before day-break. An 
hour’s tarch from Giornico brought us 
to a bridge, where we passed over into 
the Bellinzone, and in four hours more’ 
we reached the town ef that name, which 
with the province is under the dominion 
of the three smal! cantons of Uri, Un- 
derwald, and Schwitz, whith send their 
respective builifis here by turns. About 
twenty years ago the skeleton of a Ro- 
man Consul was dug up under the cas- 
tle above tuis town; a gold choin was 
hanging round the neck witha golden 
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medailie, on which was engraved tho 


name of Manlius. From Bellinzone { 
set forward for Lugano. Pursuing my 
way along the valley, | came to the lake 
of Lucarno, from whence I ascended 
the mount Chenese, through a wood of 
chesnut-trees.. Descending this moun- 
tain, I found myself in the midst of 
vines, which hung laden with fruit, by 
the side of the road. ~The country was 
flatter as I approached Lugano, where 
I arrived at six o’clock, the third da 

after my leaving Altorf. I here dis. 
missed the guide, and paid him four 
louis d’ors for the use of two horses, 
The price was enormous, but as our 
aubergist at Altorf was called to the 
bar, (as he himself informed me) the 
magnitude of the fee might be account- 
ed for. Upon the whole, the mode of 
travelling whrch I had adopted was very 
agreeable, and I never repented of it, 
1 was sometimes overcome with ‘heat; 
but this was only troublesome two or 
three hours in the day, on account of 
the height of the mountains, which cast 
a refreshing shade all around them: the 
numerous torrents also, which are met 
with every half hour, always bring with 
them cooling gales, which alleviate the 
heat and recruit the drooping strength 
of the fainting traveller. I had provid- 
ed myself with plenty of lemons and su- 
gar, which I have ever found to be the 
best antidote against excessive thirst, 
and had generally a crust of bread in 
my pocket, which, pilgrim-like, I dipt 
in the springs as I passed along, and al- 
most every hour regaled myself with a 
delicious morse]. The distance from 
Altorf to Lugano is generally computed 
at thirty leagues ; the way is much bet- 
ter and shorter in the winter than in the 
summer season ; for the snow is soon 
frozen sufficientiy to form a good hard 
road, and the valleys are entirely filled 
up, so that one passes straight over with- 
out even perceiving them. ‘The ports 
of view throughout the whole of this 
passage are delightful and various, «5 
may be easily imagined, from the abun- 
dance of rocks, wood, and water, hill and 
daie, which, at every moment, present 
themselves under the different forms of 
the beautiful andthe sublime. Nothiog 
contributes more to the beauty of the 
prospect than the infinite: number of 





i 





streams, which gush from the moun- 
tains in every different form and direc- 
tion, and seem as if nature had design- 
ed them for the sole ornament of this 
enchanting region, Sometimes they fall 
headlang from the top of an immense 
precipice, and dash with tumultuous 
fury against the divers fragments which 
oppose their passage; sometimes their 
course is less tumultuous though not 
less rapid, and the eye is amused by the 
gliding velocity of a current, whose wa- 
ters are of a crystal transparency, and, 
though deep, exhibit to the view those 
numerous variegated pebbles which 
adorn its bed: at other times, the 
streams fall from rock to rock down the 
declivities of the highest mountains, 
and, flowing through woods of pines or 
larches, form the most elegant cascades, 
and at length empty themselves, within 
a few yards of the public roads, into ba- 
sons ofstone. These are sometimes so 
regular, that they seem the works rather 
of art than of nature; and one might 
almost suspect that a Brown or a Rich- 
mond bad been displaying their taste 
amidst these wild romantic regions. 
Another considerable addition to the 
beauty of these Alpine prospects is the 
variety of churches, which are built of 
the most elegant stone, though all the 
houses are only composed of wooden 
materials. These sacred edifices must 
have been reared at no small expense, 
as the stone must have been brought 
from a considerable distance. What- 
ever was the motive for thus distin- 
guishing the house of God above the 
habitations of men, the circumstance 
itself ought to be contemplated as a se- 
vere reproof on that sloventiness which 
characterizes many of our parish 
churches, which in neatness and cle- 
gance are sometimes ona level with the 
meanest cottage in the place. These 
churches are. mostly placed among the 
loftiest trees, towards the top of the 
hills, and, as often as possible, on the 
harrowest points of rocks and precipi- 
$; so that one is apt to wonder by 
what means they are rendered accessi- 
ble, Lassign two reasons for this sin- 
gularity of their situation; first, the ad- 
vantage of their appearance on such 
elevated spots; and secondly, in order 
to render them more frequented: for 
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the lower class among the catholics. ge- 
nerally apprehend that the more difh- 
culties they go through to arrive at a 
church, the more acceptable are their 
devotions; imagining, no doubt, that 
the transcendency of their merit bears 
an exact proportion to the steepness of 
the ascent. Should there be found in 
these retired regions an artful priest, 
with an arithmetical head, he might 
perhaps, by the power of figures, calcu- 
late the proportion to a hair. An Ital- 
ian priest in the neighbourhoed, endued 
with more simplicity than wit, honestly 
confessed to me, that he believed there 
was much truth in what I imagined, 
ATo be continued.) 


a ee 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
ARE you candid? are you just? Then 
pause before you decidedly condemn the 
White Female Slave Trade, on which a 
correspondent, in your No. for March, 
animadverts with such severity. This 
correspondent, probably, writes with 
good intentions, but evidently with little 
caution or thought. It becomes you, 
Sir, to adopt a different conduct, to re- 
member the title by which you have 
distinguished youfself, and to observe 
carefully before you pronounce pe- 
remptorily. I, therefore, entreat you to 
weigh with coolness the following re- 
marks. 

Your correspondent has, in his style 
of argument, imitated those whom, by 
a very appropriate epithet, he terms 
‘the zea/ous African abolitionists.” He 
debates the question on the two grounds 
of humanity and policy. I hesitate not 
to encounter him on both. But, al- 
though as fast a friend to humanity’as 
the most zealous of these zealous aboli- 
tionists, 1 could wish that the policy of 
slavery had been the only point at issue, 
I confess, Sir, I love a solid, tangible, 
raaterial, subject of discussion. Men’s 
notions of mental qualities vary with the 
varieties of climate and situation. Their 
ideas of humanity, in particular, are in- 
finitely diversified, from the Gentoo 
who religiously feeds on rice and pulse, 
to the savage who dutifully dines on his 
decrepit parents. The rule of expedi- 
ency, on the contrary, is, in given cir- 
cumstances, invarmble ; and is, in fact, 
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now acknowledged by all sensible men 
to, be the only standard of right and 
wrong. But I wave the advantage which 
I might derive from these preliminary 
remarks, and am -content to discuss this 
question on the principles both of hu- 
manity and of policy. 

To begin, therefore, with the policy 
of the White Slave Trade, it cannot es- 
cape you, Mr, Editor, that the White 
Slave. Trade is the grand nursery of 
British coachmen. In this species of 
population Great Britain is confessedly 
unrivalled ; and every nerve of the state 
should be strained to maintain a succes- 
sion of so hardy a race. What num- 
bers of them are annually employed in 
the Slave-carrying-trade, [ have not sui- 
ficient data to calculate; but they are 
evidently very considerable. The ob- 
vious effect of the service in which they 
are employed, is; to render them vigi- 
Jant, impetuous, and patient to toil. 
Your Aumane correspondent, indeed, 
complains that they suffer from ‘the 
rigour of a northern winter.’ But he 
- should have known that they fortify 
themselves against the inclemencies of 
climate by the unlimited use of ‘a cer- 
tain staple article of West Indian pro- 
duce; an excellent habit, which has the 
further effect of ministering to thegreat- 
ness of our colonial commerce. ¢ The 
use too of this commodity frequently 
excites among them the most generous 
single combats, which are maintained 
with a spirit quite.unknown to the pe- 
destrian vulgar. This practice, not 
unaptly termed boxing, has, like duel- 
ling, the double effect of refining the 
manners, while it quickens the courage, 
of this energetic and deserving order of 
amen. 

To enumerate the benefits which our 
revenues derive from the White Slave 
‘Trade would be endless. I shall barely 
mention, that the vehicles which annu- 
ally clear out for the carrying-trade in 
this island, swelled the income of go- 
vernment for the las year by little less 
than .180,000/. ‘The lamentations of 
your correspondent over the loss which 
he supposes population to sustain by the 
W hite Slave Trade, are idle. Perhaps 
a few sickly ones may die in the sea- 
soning, but the gap is seon filled up; 
and.whoever writes elegies on them, 
would be as well.employed in whining 
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over ‘the drowning of so many blind 
kittens. 
I sivall next proceed to an argument, 
which will prove both the policy and 
the humanity of the White Slave Trade 
at a stroke, I mean the antiquity of 
this species of commerce. © Every wise 
man, Mr, Editor, will keep his eye on 
past times, at every step “he takes in 
life ; exactly as a seasoned stage-coa. 
cher always rides backwards. Now 
the Female Slave Trade, I am bold to 
assert, has prevailed in all civilized 
countries throughout all ages; and who 
are these upstart witlings that oppose 
their shallow systems to the wisdom of 
our ancestors? I wiil farther be bold to 
say, that the more civilized any nation 
becomes, the more does this trade flou- 
rish in that nation.* In our own ccun- 
try, it can be traced at least as high as 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth, so dear 
to all true Englishmen ; and no man 
will dare to deny that it has been in- 
creasing ever since that period. Now 
if it were unjust and impolitic, would 
it not have been abolished before our 
times? Were our ancestors ever un- 
wise or cruel? and, if they were, is it 
our business to correct them, who were 
our elders, and to whom we owe s0 
much ? Besides, it should be remem- 
bered, that the faith of parliament is 
pledged to support these White Slave 
Traders. The public slave markets in 
this metropolis are regularly licensed, 
as such, by the legislature; and the 
numerous markets held by private in- 
dividuals are, in fact, licensed also, on 
condition of their annually paying vati- 
ous taxes. Now, Mr. Editor, I myself 
frequently hold one of these private 


* In Mr. Francklyn’s ‘* Answer to the Rev. 
Mr. Clarkson’s Essay on Slavery and the Afri- 
can Slave Trade,” the following paragraph o¢- 
curs, setting forth a new and most curious test 
of civilization. “1 cannot@a@void observing, 
in addition, that, on the diseavery of Mexico 
by the Spaniards, slavery was in use among 
them; and that it was not only prisoners of 
war who were slaves. J conceive this rem 
to be the more pertinent, because it shews the dif- 
Jerence between civilized people and ‘savages. 
The nation of Mexico, and the nei rhood, 
had attained a much higher degree of civiliza- 
tion than was known in Europe even in the 
fourteenth century, and possessed slaves; 
whereas the savages, a very few degrees 0 
the northward of them, had noite, except ther 
wives.” pp. 52, 53. 
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markets ; and I do so, relying on the 
‘ystice Of parliament. I wish, there- 
fore, that these zealous gentlemen 
would inform me whose interest they 
would have ‘parliament consult ; those 
of the Slave Traders, to whom its faith 
is pledged, or those of the Slaves, to 
whom it never dreamt of. pledging any 
faith at all? of the Slave ‘Traders, who 
would be. so grievously. disappointed 
by the abolition; .or of. the Slaves, who 
must, by this time, have made up their 
minds to their condition, and would, 
perhaps, therefore, be incommoded by 
a change? 

Let the subject be next argued, Sir, 
on the ground of Aumanicy alone. Here 
] musi put a question; which has often 
been urged with great effect against the 
abolition of the African Slave Trade. 
Would the persons thus enslaved have 
been happier at home ? We know, with 
respect to the African Slaves; that they 
are frequently soid by their own parents; 
that they have, in general, already for- 
feiied their liberty in their own coun- 
try, by being deep in debt, or by being 
convicted of practising witchcraft ; and 
that, if returned on the hands of their 
owners as unsaleable, they are coolly 
butchered. Is the case of our White 
Siaves.very different? Are not these 
also brought to the shambles by their 
own parents? In spite of the tuition of 
their new. master, do not we find them 
after all but too dewitching ? and, if not 
enslaved by fashion, would they not be 
killed by ennui? Then, as to happi- 
ness, who so happy as our White 
Slaves ?. I will venture-to affirm that 
an ordinary slave, if.in health, will 
squeeze a greater quantity of laughing, 
singing, and skipping into the space of 
a month, than any ten free women 
would sprinkle over the surface of two 
whole years. 

In fact, these white negroes occupy 
that place in the scale of society to 
which natare destined them. They 
are an inferior order of beings; and 
their inferiority is proved, like that of 
the Africans, by their complexions and 
their Aair.. Not that their colour is 
black, or their heads woolly ; but then 
both have other qualities not less singu- 
lar, You, doubtless, guess, Mr. Editor, 
that £ allude to the great and sudden 
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changes they undergo. A slave who, 
in the morning, is a sallow spectre, ap- 
pears in the market a brilliant brunette, 
and the brunette of to-day becomes:all 
fair and flaxen to-morrow. - She -has 
colour, hair, and eyebrows, that grow 
for the occasion, and they even vary on 
different occasions. ‘This remarkable 
approach to the properties of a noted 
little animal of the lizard kind, proves, 
that the intellect of a White Slave is 
not very commanding: besides, the 
connection between the inside and ‘the 
outside of the head must be obvious to 
every man that has one of his own; nor 
can the fineal gland be worth much, 
where the mucoxs membrane is so vi- 
cious. Indeed the greatest impostor 
that ever lived, and who, therefore, 
could not well be imposed on himself, 
has decided this point, by clearly ascer- 
taining that female slaves (and-in his 
country all females were slaves) are 
totally unfurnisbed with souls; and so 
firmly did he believe this truth, that he 
destroyed the bodies of all who pretend- 
edtodoubt it. diene 

You cannot but have perceived, Sir, 
the adroitness with which your corres- 
pondent, whom I am opposing, has de- 
clined discussing this subject on the 
ground of religion, “It would-be a 
folly (he says) to inquire into it on this 
principle.”? It would have been folly, 
indeed, in him; but I shall take care 
that he gains nothing by his wisdom in 
shunning such inquiry. What will 
you say, Mr. Editor, when Linform you 
that the White Slave Trade is express- 
ly foretold in scripture ; and that, there- 
fore, we Slavers are only fulfilling a 
prophecy? I shall content myself with 
reminding you of one passage, which 
tells us that “in the last days men 
seereee Shall Creep into houses, and /ead 
cafitive silly women, laden with sins, led 
away with divers lusts.’> It is true, 
some may object, that our conduct is to 
be regulated, not by prophecies but by 
precepts ; and that, if we really believe 
the prophecies, we need not be anxious 
to take the accomplishment of them on 
ourselves. But such sophistries are 
easily framed; and you will agree with 
me, that:‘to combat them would be an 
unprofitable waste of time and toil. 

I shall enly add, that I have some 
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little title to be heard on this subject ; 
because, as [ before stated, I not unfre- 
quently hold a private Slave-market on 
my own premises, This practice I cer- 
tainly shall not relinquish; because, 
were I even to do so, some other tra. 
der would step into my place, the trade 
would thus be continued, and I should 
starve. But I repeat that it is a trade, 
lawful, just, and politic ; lawful because 
by law established, just because politic, 
and politic because of long standing, 
Little attention should be paid to the 
heated declamations of young and ig- 
norant and fanatical men, who out of 
pure humanity would throw the world 
into confusion, and break all the bones 
of society in order to set them again 
more perfectly. Beware, Sir, of id/u- 
minés ; for Such are abroad. Beware 
of the ridiculous doctrine of perfecti- 
bility. In the ‘meanwhile, I leave you 
to judge between me and your zealous 
correspondent. I hope it is no proof 
of vanity in me to assert, that my great 
stake in the trade is sure to prevent me 
from forming a hasty or partial judg- 
ment on this question; while he avows 
himself to be a prejudiced inquirer, by 
the very title he has assumed. In 
short, he is an enemy to all slavery, and 
I am A WHITE SLAVE TRADER. 
eae ale , 
To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 

I APPREHEND that one of the means by 
which the Christian Observer may be 
useful, is that of holding up to the pub- 
lic view any trials by which the cause of 
morality has been sustained. Our 
judges frequently give moral lectures 
from the bench, which have no smail 
influence on the general manners, and 
every christian feels himself indebted 
to those venerable expositors of our 
law, who avail themselves of any suita- 
ble occasion of censuring vice, and giv- 
ing their testimony on the side of relig- 
ion and virtue, 

~The houses of parliament also are oc- 
easionally schools of morality. In the 
House of Lords adultery bills have 
sometimes drawn forth expressions of 
just indignation against profligacy in 
higher life, and the reports of the House 
of Commons, on election cases, have 
frequently done honour to the commit. 
tees which made them, and have occa- 
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sioned solemn admonitions from the 
speaker, who is the representative of 
that house, to persons brought to the 
bar on account of their violation of the 
law; admonitions which it would be 
well if every election agent in the king. 
dom would seriously contemplate. 

I will now request you to give addi. 
tional publicity to the following address 
of the Speaker of the House of Com- 
mons, on the recent: occasion of the re. 
port on the Aylesbury petition. 

House of Commons, March 14, John 
Wilson was brought to the bar on the 
motion of Mr. Hurst. The Speaker 
then addressed him nearly as follows: 

“John Wilson, a select cormmmittee of 
this house, which was appointed to try 
the merits of the Aylesbury Election 
Petition, has reported that you have 
been guilty of gross and wilful preyari- 
cation. Inthe corrupt and scandalous 
scenes which have been exhibited there, 
you have acted a principal part. A 
systematic plan was adopted for the 
bribery of the electors, which plan was 
so far matured, as must inevitably tend 
to the prejudice of the freedom of elec- 
tion, and would materially infringe 
upon the privileges of this house. But 
though by such means the privileges of 
the house may be violated for a time, 
no plan whatever can possibly be so 
firmly established, as to subvert or pre- 
vent the operation of those salutary 
regulations which the legislature has 
adopted forthe preservation of freedom 
in election, and for the punishment of 
offences like your’s. Among the con- 
fusion and embarrassment which you 
created, you were the first to suffer. 
Your prevarication has been reported to 
this house ; you have been imprisoned 
in the common gaol of Newgate, by 
which your character has been stigma- 
tised, and you have suffered in your 
person. The justice of the House 1s 
so far satisfied; the rest of your con- 
ductis reserved for future investigation, 
and you are now ordered to be dis- 
charged upon paying your fees. Take 
him away.’’ Y.N. 


——— 

To the Editor of the Christian Observer, 
Tux favour you granted tovone of our 
family, by inserting the remonstrance 
of Sunday in your valuable work (for 


1804. | 


September 1808, p. 547) was gratefully 
noticed by all the other children: of our 
common parent, and encouraged us to 
represent our grievances to you: I, 
therefore, as ranking next to Sunday, 
was desired to write in the name of the 
rest. 

We are not forgetful of that passage 
in the supreme law, in which our de- 
signation 18 6&6 <cieatly marked, viz. 
«Six days shalt thou labour and do all 
thy work.”” Nor are we envious ofthat 
honour which has been rendered by 
wise and good men to Sunday, by en- 
titling it, as some of them have done, 
the Prince of Days. Yet though ap- 
pointed for the pursuit of meaner con- 
cerns than those for which Sunday was 
consecrated, we recollect that it was 
the intention of him who appointed us 
all our respective offices, that we, the 
inferior days of the week, should be 
honoured with some portion of that 
sanctity, which peculiarly belongs to 
the first of the family. And we cannot 
but complain, that from very few do we 
now receive this honour. From morn- 
ing till night are we kept, either drudg- 
ing at the oar of business, or attending 
the calls of amusement, 

Formerly, Sir, it was the custom to 
employ us in an act of religious wor- 
ship before any thing else was taken in 
hand. In noble families, a person in 
holy orders was kept for this purpose; 
and we rejoiced every morning to see 
the peer, with his wedded partner, his 
children, and his numerous servants, all 
in their places in the chapel; while the 
minister of religion stood up in the 
midst of them readifg the word of life, 
or knelt down to offer up the prayers 
and thanksgivings of the whole house- 
hold to their great and gracious Crea- 
tor. In smaller families this. service 
Was performed by the master.of the 
house, and this honour which we re- 
celved at our early appearance was re- 
peated at our departure. But zovw, 
this is considered as an obsolete custom, 
In many noble mansions, the chapel (if 
Sull standing) is no more than a vestige 
of ancient manners. The chaplain, 
though for some convenient reasons the 
*Ppointment is still continued, is not a 

Omestic, In many cases he never sees 
his patron, nor ever had any communi- 
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cation with him,save the receiving from 
him a piece of parchment and afew 
yards. of .black silk, which he. wears 
when he is in full dress. In the 
smaller families, the good old custom, 
here alluded to, has equally disappear- 
ed: the master of the house, because 
he is not a priest, acts in this particular 
as if he were under no obligation to be 
a christian. 

You will'not be very far from the 
truth if you should conclude, that the 
people by whom we are thus. deprived 
of all religious honour, are very indif- 
ferent to religion itself ; and that they 
pay as little respect to it, when our dear 
and venerable relative Sunday-is pre- 
sent, as they do when we are in atten- 
dance. This is really the fact with 
many of them. But what may seem 
very extraordinary is, that we have rea. 
son to urge our complaints even against 
some, who seem during the interval of 
our absence to be indefatigable in the 
service of religion, but who, neverthe- 
less, make no other use of us than. an 
Atheist would. Were youto see how 
these ple spend that interval, run- 
ning 1. .) church to church, following 
every popular preacher; out in the 
morning to hear this minister, again in 
the afternoon to hear another 3 hasten- 
ing home and throwing a dish of tea 
down their throats in the greatest hurry 
that they may be out again in time to 
hear a third sermon from a_ third 
preacher ; filling up all the intervals of 
public worship with incessant talk on 
religious subjects—Were you, Mr, 
Editor, to see all this, you would, per. 
haps, suppose, that when we returned 
to our stations, they would meet us in 
the same spirit that seemed to actuate 
them during our absence ; and eneploy 
us for a while in offices similar to those 
in which they then scemed to be so 
zealously engaged ; and so, indeed, do 
some of them, but not all.. Not a few 
have I seen go about their worldly con- 
cerns the next morning, without per- 
forming one act of religious worship, 
and behaving through the whole term 
of my attendance as if they had -ex- 
hausted themselves of all their piety in 
the exercises of the preceding interval. 
Tuesday is ready to give a similar ac- 
count of them. Indeed all our family 
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join in.the same testimony ; and Satur- 
day, in particular, declares, that to the 
very last minute of attendance, they 
keep toiling on, in mere worldly con. 
cerns, without leaving off an hour or 
two sooner, as one might expect, in or- 
der to prepare for the proper reception 
of Sunday, who they know will be with 
them the next morning. You may 
suppose that though the acts of religion 
be suspended after Sunday is gone, yet 
thatthe influence of religion remains; 
but we, who know how the persons in 
question live, can assure you, that not- 
withstanding appearances are so much 
in their favour once.a week, they are 
actuated by the common principles of 
human nature; and yield as readily to 
the: temptations of vanity, avarice, and 
even dishonesty, as those who never go 
within the walls of a church, 

Though we are defrauded by these 
people of that religious honour which 
we ought to receive, and which might 
be givento us without any hindrance to 
other concerns, for the prosecution of 
which weare appointed ; yet we do not 
accuse them of such degradation as we 
are obliged to submit to from other 
hands. Many of those, who are not 
uniformly religious, are nevertheless 
industrious ; and we see their diligence 
applied to some useful purpose, though 
the one thing needful be not their predo- 
minant concern. But there are others 
on whom we are obliged to attend while 
they are engaged in employments the 
most frivolous ; so that we may be said 
to be exhausted in “ doing nothing witha 
great deal of pains.” Weare employed, 
for instance, from morning till night by a 
young lady, (who, if properly trained 
during our attendance, might be ren- 
dered a useful character in this world, 
and a happy being in the world to 
come,) in occupations which have no 
important object. There must we at- 
tend for hours, while she is thrumming 
upon a piano-forte. Then comes the 
dancing-master, with whom another 
hour or two is consumed to as little pur- 
pose, Then we must attend her ona 
ride or walk, to inguire after the health 
of those about whom she cares nothing. 
After this we are employed at her toi- 
lette: we then go down with her to din- 
ner, at which she sits much longer than 
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is necessary to satisfy the calls of hun. 
ger. From hence we accompany her 
to some place of public entertainment, 
where we are kept to\ so late an hour, 
that we are in danger of jostling against 
one another: from this long attendance 
we retire, with the melancholy reflec. 
tion, that we have fot been employed 
in any one act of essential service either 
to this trifler or any one else. 

We could furnish you with many 
other instances of this prostitution of 
our attendance by those, who with 
health, with wealth, with influence, and 
many other talents, do nothing, though 
surrounded by innumerable objects on 
whom those talents might be employed 
with incalculable benefit. Some of 
these persons, instead of accounting 
our attendance a favodrable circum. 
stance for thé prosecution of any useful 
pursuit, are weary .of it; lay plans for 
our destruction; and will even avowa 
murdetous intention against all our fami- 
ly, by openly talking of “ killing time.’} 

Do, Mr. Editor, endeavour to con- 
vince them of their fault: you well 
know how wretched some of them are: 
and endeavour to shew them, that all 
their miseries spring in the first in- 
stance from not considering that, though 
a period will ere long be put to our ex. 
istence, we bear a relation to eternity ; 
and that, on this account, we should not 
be employed wholly in theaffairs of this 
life. Ifthis consideration do not affect 
them, remind them that they are ac- 
countable for our attendance ; and that 
ifthey pervert its designation, the guilt 
will be great and entirely their own. 
We have never failed to be in our pla- 
ces at the appointed hour, and to stand 
ready to be employed to the best of 
purposes. The record of our punctu- 
ality is kept in the court of heaven, and 
there must they appear on whom we 
have attended, to answer for the us¢ 
they have made of us. 

To shew you that we take no pleasure 
in complaining, we will conclude our 
address by informing you, that we are 
treated in the mannet 
above related. The true christian hon- 
ours us with religious observance, 
though he employs us not wholly in 1; 
as he does Sunday. We rejoice to see 
him rising from his bed, and bowing his 












knees to God in secret prayer. We 
see him then calling his family togeth- 
er, to join with him inthe act of wor- 
ship. Under the impressions of re- 
ligion, and with a sweet composure in 
his countenance, we see him go about 
his secular business, and discharge it 
with diligence and fidelity: Nor does 
he part with us without performing the 
same acts of devotion, in which he was 
engaged in the morning, We have to 
attend him sometimes under circum- 
stances, in which he is incapable of the 
duties of active life: but even then he 
is not weary of us. Ife still smiles on 
us as he lies on the bed of sickness, 
and says, * ail the days of my appointed 
aime will I wait till my change come,” 
We liear him sometimes lament, that 
he has not made a better use of-us 
than he has done; butat the same time 
rejoicing on account of that grace which 
did not suffer him to let us pass without 
employing us in his greatest concerns. 
He is thankful, on many accounts, for 
our repeated attendance, but principally 
for its not having been discontinued 
before his heart was turned to God, 
and he was fitted for * that kingdom of 
heaven which Christ has opened to all 
true believers.” Humbly relying on 
the merits and intercession of his Sa- 
viour for that forgiveness, of which he 
knows he stands in need, he takes his 
leave of us with composure, and as we 
retire we hear him say, “ Lord now 
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, 


Sor mine eyes have seen thy salvation,” 
Thus, Mr, Editor, may your readers 
live and die! and while they thus make 
, a propef use of us, Will they be found 
to have acted the wisest part tuwards 
themselves. 


Signed, in behalf of all the working 
days of the week, MONDAY. 


—< 
FRAGMENTS, 
PERFECTIBILITY OF MAN. 


Tar argument for the Godwinian or 
Gallic perfectibility of man has the ad- 


vantage of more antiquity than is gene-. 


rally imagined. It may be found in an 


anecdote related by Lord Digby, and is 
origin y popish. For this accomplish- 


ed nobleman, in a letter to his cousin 
Sir Kenelm Digby, having introduced 
Christ. Obsery. No. 29, 
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an argument used by a zealous Ro- 
manist in defence of his church, adds, 
“ yet, I confess, his argument hath of- 
ten made me smile ; # did so bring 
into my head that gallant consequence 
of Charles ‘Thynne’s wherewithal you 
once made me very merry, by which 
he undertook to demonstrate, that surely 
in the world there might be a man so 
disposed as (having a good rise, and 
with a convenient career) to leap at 
once from England to Rome ; for (said 
he) bring me the best jumper you 
know ; and is it/mot likely that there 
may be another that you. know not, so 
active as to outjump him a foot? let 
him be brought, I hope you will not 
deny but he may be outjumped an inch: 
and so by inches and’straw-breadths of 
Outleaping one another, why not to a 
thousand miles ?”’ 


ATHEISM DESTRUCTIVE OF SOCIETY. 

‘Bayle, a Frenchman and half an infi- 
del, undertook to prove that Atheism is 
not destructive of society: Warburton 
opposed his position. France has made 
the experiment, and the decision is hong 
longer doubtful. | 


FREE INQUIRY. 


The advocates for the fashionable 
docirine of free inquiry, urge the ne- 
cessity or propriety of reading all sorts 
of writings in favour of every different 
opinion, that the conclusion which is 
drawn may be impartial... The obser- 
vation of Bishop Hall on this subject is | 
acute and seasonable:—* Let no man 
tell me of the distinction of that. old 
canonist: some things, (saith he) we 
read lest they should be neglected, asthe 
Bible ; some iest they should be un- 
known, as Aris aad Philosophy ; some 
that they may be rejected, as Heretical 
Books. True; but let them read that 
can reject, that. can confute ; we distrust 
not our. cause, but their weak judg- 
ments. .A.good apothecary can make 
a good medicine of a strong poison ; 
oe children, therefore be allowed that 
ber | ? Pharisaism.and CATISUG ME sy 


PLEURS, 


The fate of this town, as een by 
Bishop Burnet, bears a strong resem- 
pasne, in several circumstances, to that 
of Sodomand Gomorrah. ‘The volup- 


— of this place became very 
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crying, and Madain de Salis told me, 
that she heard her mother often relate 
some passages of a protestant minister’s 
sermons, that preached in a little church 
which those of the religion had there, 
and warned them often of the terrible 
judgments of God which were hanging 
over their heads, and that he believed 
would suddenly break out upon them. 
On the 25th of August, 1618, an in- 
habitant came and told them to be gone, 
for. he saw the mountains cleaving; but 
he was laughed at for his pains. He 
had a daughter whom he persuaded to 
leave all and go with him; but when 
she was gone out of town with him, she 
called to. mind that she had not locked 
the door of a room in which she had 
some things of value, and so she went 
back to do that, and was buried with the 
rest; for, at the hour of supper, the hill 
feli down and buried the town and all 
the inhabitants, so that not one person 
escaped. The fall ofthe mountains did 
so fill the channel of the river, that the 
first news those of the Chavennes had 
of it was by. the failing of the river. 
For three or four hours there came. not 
a drop of water, but the river wrought 
for itself a new course, and returned to 
them. I could hear no particular cha- 
racter ofthe man whoescaped, sol must 
leave the secret reason of so singular a 
preservation to the great discovery at 
the last day of those steps of divine 
providence, that are now so unaccounta- 
ble.” Letters,pp.88,89,123mo.edit. 1687. 


THE MILLENNIUM OF INFIDELS. 


The French revolution, in the eyes 
of many of the enemies of christianity, 
was to be the regeneration, not only of 
France, but of the world; self-love’ 
and all unsocial passions were to be 
annihilated; public good was to be all 
in all; and human life was to be ex- 
tended to an indefinite period—almost 
to immortality. This phrenetic ex- 
pectation may have been permitted by 
divine providence, that its signal dis- 
appointment may add a lustre to the 
real Millennium which christians are 
authorized to look for. 


RIDICULE. 


When men employ ridicule; it is 
frequently because their consciences 
are touched. “When our Lord declar- 
ed, that men cannot serve God and 
Mammon, “ the Pharisees, who were 
covetous, heard all these things; and 
they derided him.” Luke xvi. 14. 


METHODISM AND PLATONISM. . 


Roscoe, in his Life of Lorenzo de 
Medici, has asserted, that a strong re. 
semblance is discoverable between the 
general character of the Platonists and 
that of the Methodists. The Metho- 
dists will, doubtless, be of opinion, 
that whatever may be his knowledge of 
Platonism, he understands their sys- 
tem very imperfectly. 


REVIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


CLVIL.. Sermons chiefly designed to elucidate 


some of the leading Doctrines of the Gospel. 
By the Reverend Enwarp Cooper, Rec- 
tor of Hamstall Ridware, in the County of 
Stafford; Chaplain to the Right Honoura- 
ble the Earl of Courtown ; and late Fellow 
rt All Soul’s College, Oxford. 1804, pp, 
Aone the many volumesof discourses 
which are continually issuing from the 
press, few, we lament to say, are ex- 
actly of that description which the lax 
and unsettied notions of the christian 
world, on essential points of theology, 
absolutely require. To demonstrate 
the truth of~christianity by a lucid ar- 
rangement of proofs, and to establish 
the excellence of its system by a dis- 


play of its moral effects, are the ulti-. 
mate points towards which the labours 
of most of our modern divines are di- 
rected. We are as sensible as any of 
our contemporaries of the value which 
ought to be annexed to these argu- 
mentative and moral topics ; but we 
are far from considering them as suffi- 
cient to constitute the whole of chris- 
tianity, or to compensate the absence 
of more evangelical disquisitions. 
While, therefore, we pay due hom- 
age to such as maintain the evidences 
and display the moral beauty of our 
most holy faith, we feel a singular 
gratitude towards those who, advanc- 
ing beyond the mere threshold inte 
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the interior-of christianity, delineate 
its peculiar doctrines, and demonstrate 
their practical influence in purifying 
the heart and forming the christian 
character. These latter appear, in our 
judgment, to supply a desideratum of 
primary importance ; and to perform 
a duty, which the languishing interests 
of vital christianity imperiously and 
peculiarly demand. Actuated by these 
considerations, we take a real pleasure 
in calling the public attention to the 
interesting volume of sermons which 
is now. before us, and shall rejoice if 
our examination of its merits should 
conduce, in any measure, to promote 
its circulation. 

The first of this series of discourses 
is designed to shew “ God glorified in 
the sufferings of Christ,” and in doing 
this the author brings into striking, 
but familiar, notice the principal to- 
pics of the atonement. Having stated 
how each ait at the Almighty 
was separately glorified, he thus em- 
phatically condenses the argument of 
their having been likewise glorified in 
union with each other. 


‘‘ Again, the death of Jesus dearing our sins 
in his own body on the. tree, not_only exhibits in 
a glorious manner the divine perfections, when 
singly and separately examined, but displays 
them altogether in one comprehensive 
view ; shews us ‘the most opposite attributes 
of God, entire, glorious in. themselves, yet 
acting and.exercised together in perfect har- 
mony and concert.” Infinite justice and infinite 
love thoroughly reconciled. “Mercy and truth 
met together, righteousness and peace kissing 
each other. The law magnified and: made hun- 
ourable; yet pardon offered to the vilest sin- 
ner, God glorious in holiness, yet no less glo- 
rious in mercy; forgiviriy iniquity, transgres- 
siou, and sin, yet by no means ciearing the guiity. 
A just God and yet a Saviour. _ fust and yet the 
res of him which believeth in Fesus.” (p. 
io, 17. : 


In improving this subject, the author 
cautions his readers against building 


upon any other foundation than the 
sacrifice of Christ. 


*“ Every scheme of religion,” says this ex- 
cellent writer, “*which tends to depreciate 
the value of Christ’s sufferings, tends in exact 
Proportion to dishonour God, and to sully the 
lustre of the divine perfections.. The only 
way of salvation, which is al once suited to 
the wants of man, and conducive to the glory 
of God, is a simple reliance on the merits and 
atonement of the Son of God.” (p. 18, 19.) 
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To the penitent sinner, who feels 
his want of this mercy, the subject. is 
made to speak consolation and encour- 


agement; and to those who profess 
to have built on the foundation. of 
Christ crucified, it is thus solemnly and 
judiciously applied. : 

** Are these your professions? Live suitably 

to the character which you assume. Prove 
the sincerity of your professions, by the holi- 
ness of your conduct. The spectacle exhibit- 
ed on the cross imperiously enforces the apos- 
tle’s exhortation, Let every one that nameth the 
name of Christ, depart from iniquity. Did the 
Son of God make his soul an offering for sin, 
that you might indulge in sin? Did he die 
for the ungodly, that you might continue un- 
godly? Did he glotify the divine perfections 
by Ins sufferings, that you might dislionour 
them in your lives?) You cannot for a mo- 
ment entertain such presumptuous notions, 
Why are you. depending for salvation ona 
crucified Saviour? Because God is an Holy 
God. If he were not an Holy God, who will 
not behold iniquity, you would stand in need 
of no atonement. Will he then countenance, 
will he tolerate wilful unholiness in you? On 
sinners penitent and humbled, he will multi- 
ply pardons; but againet sinners obstinately 
impenitent his wrath will burn like fire for 
ever. Be not deceived. If unmortified lusts, 
if unsanctified tempers reign in you, you are 
not a true believer in Christ. You have no 
well-grounded hope of eternal life. For every 
man that hath this hope in him, purifieth him- 
self even as Christ is pure.” (p.23, 24.) 

The second and third discourses 
contain a truly important and well 
conducted discussion of the scriptural 
doctrine of justification, and of its prac- 
tical effects. Bei 

In commencing this discussion, the 
author adverts to that ambiguity which 
a want of proper discrimination has 
too frequently introduced into this sub- 
ject, by confounding the two distinct, 
though related, conditions of justifica- 
tion and sanctification. 

** Not adverting,” says Me. Cooper, “ with 
sufficient clearness to this twofold state of the 
sinner,” (viz. a state of guilt which exposes 
him to the penal consequences of sin, and a 
state. of corruption which incapacitates him 
for the enjoyment of heavenly glory,) ‘ per- 
sons have confounded the means provided for 
delivering him from the punishment of sin, 
with those devised for delivering him: from 
the power of it. They have not preserved 
that due discrimination, which, in order to a 
clear comprehension of the subject, must ever 
be preserved between a tit/e to heaven anda 

tness for enjoying it; between. the sinner’s 
justification and his sanctification. Let. it 
then be plainly premised, in the comménce 
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ment of the present discussion, that justifica- 
tion has respect to the state of the sinner solely 
as he is guilty.” (p. 28, 29.) 

«* Justification,” he proceeds to state, * in- 
cludes a complete absolution from all these 
penal consequences of sin” (mentioned be- 
fore.) ‘*It implies a transition from this state 
of guilt and wrath to a state of grace and par- 
don ; nay, not to a state of grace and pardon 
only, but to a state of perfect reconciliation 
and acceptance. The sinner being justified 
has peace with God.” (p. 30.) 


. Having explained the nature and 
importance of the act of justification, 
the author lays open the method by 
which it is effected. In a commen- 
tary upon the different parts of his 
text (Rom. iii. 21—26,) he shews 
that “the righteousness of God,” or 
God’s method of justifying sinners, is 
—1. Without the law—2. Freely by his 
grace.—S. Through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus,—4. By fatth of Jesus 
Christ: and 5. That it 1s not new, but 
was witnessed by the lawand the firo. 
frhets. 

On the first of these points, Mr. 
Cooper thus ably argues. 


‘‘ The justification of a sinner has no con- 
nexion with his own personal obedience either 
to the moral or the ceremonial law. Inthe act 
of his justification his own performances are 
not taken into the account. The very idea of 
a transgressor of the law being justified by his 
past obedience to the law is a palpable ab- 
surdity, and a contradiction in terms. While 
his future obedience not only is the effect, and 
therefore cannot be the cause, of his justifica- 
tion; but being at the best imperfect, itself 
stands in need of forgiveness, and consequently 
must for ever be excluded from the office of 
justifying.” (p. 32.) 

The freeness of that grace, which 


bestows justification, is then contended 
for. : 


‘* The very notion of grace necessarily ex- 
cludes all intermixture of works. For what 
is grace, but a free, unbought, unmerited ex- 
ercise of mercy? Such is the act of a sinner’s 
justification, so far as relates to himself. It 
springs from the exceeding riches of God’s 
grace. It has no respect to meritorious ser- 
vices on the one hand, nof is it influenced by 
mercenary views on the other. It is not be- 
stowed asa reward for any past performances, 
nor does it look for a compensation from future 
obedience. God justifies the sinner freely: 
imputes to him righteousness without works ; 
which is therefore styled the gift of righteous- 
ness ; the free gift of many offences unto justifi- 
cation.”* (p. 33, 34.) 
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But while God thus freely justifies 
the sinner, Mr Cooper observes, under 
the third head, that * He. makes full 
provision for the honour of his perfec- 
tions. He sets forth @ firopitiation, 
which proclaims, in the most signal, 
manner, his awful justice, holiness, and 
truth.” (p. 35.) In other words “the 
righteousness of God is through the re- 
demption that is in Christ Jesus.” — 
“This is the ransom paid for sinners, 
even the precious blood of Christ.”’ Ib, 

“ But is every sinner,” inquires our 
author, “alike justified ?? To this ques- 
tion the fourth head supplies a satisfac- 
tory answer. ‘ The righteousness of 
God is dy FAITH OF JESUS CHRIST, 
unto all and upfion all them that believe.”’ 
(p. 36.) Faith, as that previously re- 
quisite disposition ‘to which the pro. 
mises are made,t” is explained to be 
“a cordial acceptance of the proffered 
mercy, and a hearty acquiescence in 
this revealed method of justification,” 
(p. 37.) “The gift of righteousness is 
freely offered toall. Faith is the hand 
which.veceives, applies,andappropriates 
the pift.”? (p. 38.) And the exercise of 
this faith is thus distinctly and scriptu- 
rally explained. 

‘¢ The sinner, hearing the glad message of 
reconciliation, relies upon it as the word of 
Him who cannot lie; renounces all other 
grounds of dependence, confides in the pro- 
mises given to him through Jesus Christ ; and 
thus gradually finds his guilty fears and doubts 
removed, With the beart he believeth unto 
righteousness ; and believing, be rejoiceth with 
jay unspeakable, and full of glory.” (p. 39.) 

Having thus stated with much pre- 
cision the doctrine of justification, Mr. 
Cooper presse€s the reception of it up- 
on his hearers with no less pertinence 
and fidelity. 

“ A cordial acceptance of the free gift of 
justification, is the commencement of true reli- 
gion inthe soul. For what is true religion ! 
Is it not communion with God? Is it not con- 
fidence in his paternal love? Is it not delight 
in his ordinances” Is it not admiration of his 
great perfections? But can these things ex- 
ist together with an unhumbled heart? ‘Till 
the sinner submits himself unto the righteous- 
ness of God, the breach which sin has made, 
remains unclosed. The wrath of God abideth 
on him. What communion then can he have 
with the Almighty? With what confidence 
can he look up to God as a reconciled father! 
What delight can he experience in religious 
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ordinances? With what admiration canbe assembled universe. Have merey onyour own 
contemplate the divine perfections? Can. he souls... We pray you in Ghrist’s stead, Be ye re- 

lorify that holiness which he refuses to ac- conciled to God.—As workers together with him, 
knowledge? Can he adore that mercy which we beseech you, that ye receive not the grace of 
he disdains to accept? He mayform to him- God in vain.” (p.46—49.) 


self some notions of religion. te may pre- | "hus far we have followed our author 


sume to stand before God.on his own, merits, . | : 
He may think to conciliate the favour of heaven through his statement of the momen 


by services of his own invention. But such tous doctrine of justification. This part’ 
sacrifices ate an abomination to the Lord..So of the subject occupies his second ser. 


long as the sinner forbears to come in the ap- mon, and the third is devoted to the de- 


pointed way, in self-renunciation, in humble fence of the doctrine against misrepre- 
acceptance of the proffered mercy through 


a ation, and to the display of its moral 
> . fi d R d mer : tl L rd sentation, an . ! 
aca joencet 'ed offering.” fn. 43, 44. y effects. In conducting this branch of 


: : t, th th vi 
The following passage is admirably the, ARE OMPN ty LS MUI RNEEA great 


d to the aa of as acuteness of reasoning. united with a 
po i . Sea ail . 5 FEAR HC. clear conception of the question.. He 
and Wapleys) An Fhe CRoice Or NetOpies’ coosends, that justification by faith does 
and the mode of its reasoning, much 


: eleretiy ‘go not “ make void the law,” as it * tends, 
acquaintance with the human heart. in itsdegitimate consequences, neither 
“Compare your actions, words, and to weaken the objigafion to obey the 


thoughts, your desires, affections, tempers, moral jaw, nor to reduce the measure 
and intentions, from. the first dawn of reason 


to the present moment, with the heart.search- of the required 8 LCDEE 2 MOE, a8 ate 
ing and comprehensive demands of the moral Se the necessity o obedience,”’ (p.68.) 
law. Survey, reflected in this faithful mirror, From the oddigation to obey God, no 

the number and the magnitude of yoursins. lapse of time, no change of place or 


How repeatedly have you violated the letter ot circumstance, Mr. Cooper argues, Can 
this most holy law, by doing whatit prohibits, 56: ys free. But in the present. case 
by leaving undone what it enjoins? How in- ( % £ Malia a 

cessantly have you violated the spirit of it? | We Very CAC UTP SNSS OF A PTOTAION 
Nay, when did you ever fully comply with its being made for remitting the condemn+ 
spiritual injunctions? In numberless instan- ing power, establishes the previous obli- 
ces you have evidently broken its precepts. gatory power of the law. And does re- 


Even in those things, in which you have ap- conciliation with God diminish the obli- 
peared to obey them, has your obedience been 


such as is required? In all your best actions, gation to obey him ? Is the sinner less 
in all your seeming compliances with the di- bound to render obedience when he is 
vine commands, have you been actuated su- patdoned and taken into favour, than 
premely by love to God, and by regardto his when he was in a state of guilt, and 


glory? Have not many selfish, inferior, un- under the sentence of the law? Can any 
worthy motives continually interfered?) Re- | 


collect, if you are able, that one single day, such ORCIDSIOg pe eeapuebly dence 
throughout which you have preserved, in the from the doctrine of justification 2”? (ps 
outward andin the inward man, aperfectcon- 59.) Neither does that doctrine tend to 
formity to the leiterand the spirit ofthe divine lower the measure of that * universal 


law? Recollect, if you are able, that one wnsinning obedience,’ which the law 
singie transaction.of your life, which you could 


call upon the holy God to witness, as being wid. Lg On the contrary, “* tbe, exgent 

free, both in the motive and in the execution, 24 spirituality of the moral law form a 

from any mixture of selfishness andimpurity? part of the foundation on which this 
‘* Weicled in these balances (and they are doctrine rests.” 


the balances of the sanctuary )are you not found Fs , pee 7 
wanting ? Measured by this standard, far Why does it.teach us, that we must-be 


from having a Fightesusncer bf youeown com, eee byifisle’ 2: > Becouse: ther enstening 
menstirate to the demands of ie law, are you openennte requires by sate . cos ad 
mot meray defestive? “Are you tot aif a ossible tat wecan vere juste york 
an unclean thing ? Are not all your righteous- 4g 3: -welhes ti WRGuTGaI lah 84 ies 
nesses as filthy rags 2? Thus circumstanced, will ae oe did't pad acess “wht “me acetal 
ys rfieahegofrightouanenrs Wagon | fics, dud reaure nly msnecre but de 
reject the offer of that wedding-garment, in nt al ane toca sahisahed vaedied aden: 
Which alone you can be worthy to partake of ¥% St teste ve Rk Tt + spe J ‘fed 
the marriage supper of the Lamb? Deal not = nt ——— f ; ae —e = yA sages 
so unwisely, Look forward to the time, by the deeds of the a (Pp. ) 

When, if you shall have persisted in this refu- But does not this doctrine, says some 
ssl, you will be speechless before God, and the objector, supersede the necessity of any 
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obedience at all by making works un- 
necessary to salvation ? This objection 
is shewn by Mr. Cooper to arise from 
persons regarding justification and sal. 
vation as convertible terms, whereas 
justification is only a part of salvation, 
“that part by which the guilt of sin is 
removed, and peace made between God 
and man.”? But because this doctrine 


«Excludes obedience from any particina- 
tion in the office of justifying the sinner, does 
it therefore imply that obedience is unneces- 
sary to salvation ? Because it declares, that no 
holiness: of heart and life has any share in 
atoning for sin, or in reconciling us to God, 
but that these glorious privileges are conveyed 
to us solely through faith in the Redeemer’s 
blood ; does it therefore intimate that no holi- 
ness of heart and life are requisite to qualify 
us for the enjoyment of our purchased inheri- 
‘tance ?”” (p. 66, 67.) | 


With no colour of truth can this be 
said. On thecontrary, adds Mr. Coop- 
er, this doctrine 


“Provides a remedy for the penal conse- 
quences, which past disobedience has incur- 
red; but it leaves the necessity of personal 
holiness to rest on the, same foundation, on 
which it alv avs had rested, on which it would 
always have 1: sted, had disobedience never 
been introducea ; on the impossibility of hold- 
ing communion with God, and of partaking 
of his felicity, without possessing correspond- 
ing dispositions, and being made partakers of 
his holiness.” {p. 68.) 


For without a holy conformity to the 
will and image of God, 


*¢ Man would be unfit to enter into the pre- 
sence of God, and unable to participate of the 
holy felicity of heaven. Without holiness no 
man shall see the Lord. Blessed are the pure 
in beart, for they shall see God.* Under the 
dominion of evil, selfish, and tormenting pas- 
sions, destitute of that peace, and joy, and 
love, of that devotedness of every power and 
faculty to the service and glory of the great 
Creator, in which the essence of heavenly 
felicity consists; what meetness would tlre 
soul possess for partaking of the inheritance 
of the saints in light?” (p. 64.) 

** How then,” as Mr. Cooper justly remarks, 
‘¢can man be saved without obedience to the 
moral law? Is not conformity to its most spi- 
ritual injunctions indispensably necessary to 
his salvation? On this ground the necessity of 
obedience resis.” {p. 65.) 


Mr. Cooper further contends, that 
the doctrine in question, not only does 
not make void, but establishes the law ; 
that “ far from producitg: effects un- 
favourable tothe cause of morality,” 

* Heb. xiiy 14, Matty v. 8. 
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it * tends to stréngthen and promote 
the interests of practical godliness,” 
For ‘(pursues ‘our author) “ the me. 
thod of justification contended for, en. 
forces the attainment of univérsal holj. 
ness, by motives of the most exalted 
nature’and of the most constraining 
obligation.” Tp. 69.) These motives, 
and their practical influence; Mr. Coop. 
er unfolds with great judgment and 
discrimination ; and he reasons: this 
part of his subject with a precision and 
warmth which display, at the same 
time, the exactness with which he has 
conceived the doctrine, and the holy 
jealousy which he feels for its moral 
reputation. ; 


** Does the sinner then seek an evidence of 
his justified state ; of his adoption into the 
family of God; pf his being not under'the law, 
butunder grace? He must inquire, whether 
he can find a work of grace on his heart, 
Does he experience the sanctifying influences 
of the Holy Ghost? Is he renewed in the spi- 
rit of his mind ? Having a hope that he is de- 
livered from the penal consequences of trans- 
gression, is he praying, and watching, and 
striving, that he may be delivered also from 
the dominion of sin ? While he abounds in the 
comforts of the gospel, does he also increase 
in humility, in meekness, in patience, in low. 
liness of mind, in purity, in gentleness, in self- 
denial, in conformity to the holy law and im- 
age of his Maker? Is he a follower of God asa 
dear child ? Does he overcome the world? Is 
he careful to maintain good works ? Does he 
labour to adorn the doctrine of God bis Saviour 
in all things ? Observe what a_ constraining 
motive is thus provided to the attainment of 
universal holiness. Is the peace, the hope, 
the joy, the consolation of a sinner inseparably 
connected with the evidence of his interest in 
Christ ? So long as one unchristian temper is 
suffered to prevail; so long as one evil dispo- 
sition continues unsubdued; so long as one 
sinful propensity is allowedly indulged ; that 
evidence on scriptural grounds can never be 
obtained. According to the very scheme of 
salvation, in which the sinner professes to 
confide, he cannot, till he shatl have put on the 
new man, which after God is created in right- 
eousness and true holiness, give to his own heart 
a reason of the hope that is in him.” (p#72; 
73.) | | 

This is true evangelical morality; 
the genuine fruit.of.a true, and lively 
faith. . Compare with it the low and 
defective views of many of these, who 
represent their opposition to the doc- 
trine of justification by faith to arise 
from their dread of the licentiousness 
ef conduct to which it leads, and, pe? 
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haps, it will appear that the more prob- 
able cause -of. their enmity ‘is, that 
«they love not the light, neither come 
they tothe light, lest their deeds should 
be reproved,” 


We would gladly enrich our pages 
with some farther, extracts from this 
admirable discourse,» but the limits of 
our work’ restrain us.. We cannot, 
however, dismiss it without presenting 
our-readers with the following refuta- 
tion of that unreasonable,yet ordinary, 
objection to the doctrine in question, 
drawn from the licentious lives of some 
who profess it. 


‘s My brethren, that too many such charac- 
ters have at all times existed ; that too many 
such characters do still exist, to the disgrace 
and sorrow of the christian church, is readily 
admitted ; characters of whom it may be said 
inthe words of the weeping apostle, that they 
are the enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end 
is destruction, whose god ig their belly, and whose 
glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things. 
But what does the existence of such charac- 
ters prove ? Does it prove that the real ten- 
dency of the doctrine, which they affect to 
hold, is immoral and licentious ? Let not such 
a conclusion be hastily adopted. Confound 
not the legitimate consequences of the doc- 
trine with the unwarrantable abuse of it. As- 
cribe not to the doctrine those mischievous 
effects, which are to be imputed only to the 
depravity of humannature.. Would you argue 
that the blessings of Providence are evil in 
their tendency ; because mankind frequefitly 
pervert them into instruments of sin ? Is the 
medicine proved to be originally bad, because 
from improper management it becomes a poi- 
son? If this mode of reasoning be allowed, 
will it not equally bear against christianity it- 
self? In every age havenot numbers of those, 
who have called themselves christians, dis- 
graced by their unholy practices their holy 
calling? Professing to know God, have they not 
tn works denied him? Is christianity, therefore, 
immoral in its tendency? Are you prepared 
to admit this conclusion?” (p.78, 79) 


Then addressing those who main- 
tain this doctrine, he adds, 


“Is so formidable an objection all 
against your fundamental. doctrine ? Let your 
whole life bea refutation of the charge. Are 
you reproached with the pernicious conse- 
quences of your tenets? Labour. the more 
Strenuously and circumspectly to shew, 
your own example, that the doctrine whi 
you profess is a doctrine according to godliness. 
Are you called to contend for what you con- 
ceive to have been the faith which was once de- 
tivered unto the saints 2? Contend with meekness 
of wisdom, Contend in the spirit of love, 
Prove that the way of truth is the more excel- 


lent way, by the excellency of the fruits which 
it displays. Let this be the object of your 
contention, to excel in good works ; to a 

more and move in all holy conversation and 
godliness ; by well doing to put to silence the ig- 
norance of foolish men. . Finally, my brethren, 
whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things 
are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatso- 
ever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whazsoever things are of good report ; if there be 
any virtue, if there be any praise, think on these 
things. Those things which we have both learned 
and received fvom Christ and his Apostles do ; 


ae anes of peace shall be with you.”” (p. 

The misconceptions which:are cur- 
rent in the present day, even among 
divines of the Church of England, res- 
pecting the doctrine of justification, 
that articulus stantis aut cadentis eccile. 
sig, will suggest a sufficient apology 
for the space we have allotted to the 
review of Mr. Cooper’s second and 
third sermons,in which that doctrine is 
clearly and scripturally stated, and is 
guarded at the same time against the 
possibility of abuse. These sermons 
contain, in our opinion, a lucid, ‘satis- 
factory, and affecting exhibition of 
scriptural truth; and we trust they 
will prove an efficacious antidote to the 
errors which some writers, who pro- 
fess themselves friendly to the inter- 
ests of vital christianity, have sedulous- 
ly employed their pens in disseminat- 
ing. By comparing the two discourses, 
which have now passed under our re- 
view, with Mr. Pearson’s Letters to 
Mr. Overton, Mr. Daubeny’s Vindiciz 
Anglicanez, and a late work of the 
learned and candid archdeacon of St. 
Alban’s, our readers will be better able 
to perceive the points in which these 
gentlemen differ from Mr. Cooper,and, 
as we conceive, from the Church. of 
England, on this fundamental doctrine ; 
as well as to appreciate; by a reference 
toe scripture, the intrinsic merits of their 
respective systems. 

(Te be continued,) © 


to RIREE Ee 


CLVIII. Considerations onthe gencral Conditions 
of the Christian Covenant,with a View to some. 
important Controversies. - By Joseph Holden 
Pott, A. M. Archdeacon of St. Albans, pp. 
110: London, Rivingstons. 1803. 


Ir has seldom fallen to our lot to re- 
view any work of a controversial natare, 


* Phil. iii. &, 9. 
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which appeared to be written with more 
christian temper and moderation, than 
distinguish the tract before us. We 
enter, therefore, upon an examination 
of it, with much pleasure ; and howev- 
er we may find ourselves compelled to 
differ in opinion, as to some points, 
from the truly respectable author,many 
of the sentiments which it contains, as 
well as the design and spirit of the 
whole, are so commendable, that it will 
be our endeavour, in the remarks we 
make on what we conceive to be erro- 
neous, to detract as little as possible 
from the estimation to which it is, on 


these accounts, entitled. 


The object of the reverend archdea. 
con is to prove, that what are usually 
called the doctrines of grace, include 
and imply what he styles ** the general 
conditions of the gospel;”" that these 
doctrines and conditions, which are ad- 


Mhitted on all sidessto be true and neces- 


Sary to salvation, “ stand apart from 
some particulars of tenet and opinion,” 
(meaning, as we apprehend, the points 
in dispute between moderate Calvinists 
and moderate Arminians,) “ which, 
whether true or false, may be indiffe- 
rently interwoven or detached from 
them ;” and that, in consequence, “a 
real bond of union’’ subsists, between 
the parties who differ as to these points, 
which, for the peace and welfare of the 
church at large, ought to be mutually 
cultivated and improved. 

In prosecution of this design, the 
general tendency of which cannot be 
too warmly commended, the reverend 
author begins by stating the conditions 
or terms of the christian covenant, as 
they were propounded by John the 
Baptist, by our Lord, and his Apostles : 
viz. repentance, faith, and obedience to 
the precepts of the gospel. He then 
proceeds to apply the test which he con- 
ceives to be afforded by these condi- 
tions, to seVeral leading branches of 
christian doctrine; and first, to the 
question of justification by faith only. 

It is particularly to be lamented, that 
neither in this nor in any other part of 
his tract, has the author declared, in 
any clear and definitive manner, the 
sense in which he understands the very 
equivocal term “ conditions.” His 
meaning must, therefore, be collected 
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from the general tenour of his remarks, 
In stating the meritorious cause of our 
salvation, nothing can be more satisfac. 
tory than the declarations of the learned 
archdeacon uniformly are. In every 
part of his work he has most distinctly 
ascribed our justification before God, 
to the sole sufficiency of the Redeem. 
er’s merits; so thatas to this great 
point, we have only most cordially to 
agree with him. But when he comes 
to speak of the way in which the bene. 
fits of Christ’s redemption are to be ob- 
tained, we fear that he will be found, 
unintentionally we have no doubt, to 
strike upon the dangerous rock of hu- 
man merit. 

There can be no question whatever 
as to the necessity of repentance, faith, 
and obedience, in order to salvation. 
Nothing can be more certain, than that 
they are indispensably required of every 
true christian; and we will venture to 
assert, that nothing is more generally 
and unequivocally admitted, or more 
strenuously contended for, by those who 
are peculiarly the advocates of justifi- 
cation by faith only ; as may be seen by 
areference-to the preceding article of 
our review. But how or in what sense 
are they “ conditions?” to what end 
are they required ? and in what manner 
are they produced? Here lies the dis- 
tinction between the opinion of Mr. 
Pott, and what we conceive to be the 
decision of scripture and of our church 
concerning them. Mr. Pott, consider- 
ing the christian covenant very much 
in the light of an agreement’ between 
one man and another, in which, for the 
sake of certain advantages to be bestow- 
ed by one party, the other binds him- 
self to the performance of certain con- 
ditions ; apprehends that justification, 
together with every other benefit of our 
Lord’s redemption, is bestowed as the 
“ covenanted privilege” of those who 
perform the general conditions of re- 
pentance, faith, and obedience ; that 1s 
in reality, is bestowed in consequence 
of works done by us, through the assis- 
tance (we admit) of divine grace. — 

That the representation here given 
of the sentiments of Mr. Pott is accu- 
rate, will sufficiently appear by the fol. 
lowing extract from the writings of 


Dr,. Randolph, which Mr, Pott says, 
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ives “a short, simple, but complete 
and satisfactory statement of the whole 
matter.’ There. are,’.. saith he, 
‘6 several things which concur to our 
‘ustification ; first, the mercy of God, 
who through his own free goodness 
sent his son to be a propitiation for our 
sins; secondly, the merits of Christ, 
who by his death made an atonement 
for us; thirdly, our faith, whereby we 
lay hold of and plead the grace of God 
in the manner prescribed by him ; 
lastly, our own good works, which, 
though they have no. merit or proper 
efficiency in the work of our justifica- 
tion, that being the act of God alone, 
yet are they a necessary condition re- 
quired by God, to entitle us to his mer- 
cy, and to the benefits of the christian 
covenant.” (p. 90.) This view of the 
subject, it is true, is affirmed by Dr. 
Randolph to be most plainly taught 
both in the scriptures and in our homi. 
lies ; and in confirmation of this asser- 
tion the following passage, from the 
first part of the homily of salvation, is 
produced by that learned divine. 
“ These [three ] things must go togeth- 
er [in our justification,] upon God’s 
part his great mercy and grace ; upon 
Christ’s part the satisfaction of God’s 
justice or the price of our redemption, 
by the offering of his body and shed- 
ding of his blood ; and upon our part 
true and lively faith in the merits of 
Jesus Christ ; [which yet is not ours, 
but by God’s working in us; | and yet 
that faith doth not shut out repentance, 
hope, love, dread, and the fear of God 
[tobe joined with faith] in every man 
that is justified; but it shutteth them 
out from the office of justifying.’’* 
We certainly cannot help expressing 
our surprise that Mr, Pott should have 
regarded this extract as corroborative 
of Dr. Randoiph’s statement. Accor- 
ding to Dr. Randolph, four things 
concur to our justification, and one of 
these is stated to be our own good works. 
According to the homily, only “ three 
things must go together in our justifi- 
Cation,’? and our own good works, so far 
from concurring to this end, are express- 
ly shut out * from the office of justify- 
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ing,’ though, at the same time, they 
are asserted to exist “‘ in every man that 
is justified.” It will certainly require 
no common ingenuity to prove, that 
these two representations of this impor- 
tant matter coincide with each other. 

In what sense then, it may be asked, 
are we to understand this term “condi- 
tion: ?”? Briefly thus. The Christian 
covenant is essentially different from 
every other. The blessings which it 
holds out to us are not only as to their 
origin, but application, wholly of grace ; 
consequently, the conditions of repen- 
tance, faith, and obedience, are not to 
be considered as things on account of 
which those biessings will be bestowed ; 
but merely as requisites or qualifications, 
without which they cannot be enjoyed. 
‘“The simplest man” may surely un- 
derstand the distinction between these 
two ideas ; the justification of a sinner 
especially, which is the root and foun- 
dation of all other spiritual blessings, is 
constantly declared, both in scripture _ 
and by ourchurch,to be wholly of grace; 
through the medium of faith, appre- 
hending, not meritoriously, but simply 
as by an instrument, the righteousness 
of Jesus Christ. In confirmation of 
this sentiment, we would refer to the 
concluding paragraph of the second 
part of the homily of salvation,—“ Jus- 
tification is not the office of man but of 
God, &c.”” The passage is too long to 
be extracted in this place, but we re- 
commend it to the attentive perusal of 
our readers. | 

Weare well aware, thatthe reverend 
archdeacon, equally with the compilers 
of the homily and with ourselves, 
would exclude every christian grace 
from forming any part of the meritori- 
ous cause of our justification, We only 
wish, that what he has said respecting 
the conditions upon which it depends, 
had been equally correct and scriptural. 
That this is not the case is evident 
from our preceding observations, and 
from what we have further to add upon 
this subject. Mr. Pott frequently re- 
marks, that the object of St. Paul, in 
his Epistle to the Romans, was to es- 
tablish the doctrine of salvation by the 








merits of Jesus Christ, in opposition to 
any covenant of works, No doubt this 
is one leading part of the apostle’s de. 


2Q 


. * The words within brackets are omitted 
‘0 the quotation by Dr. Randolph. 
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sign in that epistle, but certainly itis 
not the only one. His intention. was, 
not only to set forth the righteousness 
of Christ asthe sole valuable cause of 
justification, but also to shew that jus- 
tification was to be obtained by faith 
only, which faith was the gift of God, 
and the certain spring of all holy obe- 
dience to, the precepts of the gospel. 
A similar observation may be made as 
to the grand point in dispute between 
Papists and protestants at the time of 
the reformation, which was not, as Mr. 
Pott conceives, merely that of justi- 
fication by the merits of Christ as op- 
posed to the Popish doctrine of inhe. 
rent righteousness ; but also that which 
we haye just mentioned, of justifica- 
tion by faith only; a point which suffi- 
ciently appears even by the extracts 
from their writings inserted in_ the 
work before us, p. 69 to 73. Whilst 
we freely admit, therefore, that the for- 
mer article is satisfactorily maintained 
by the author, we cannot help thinking 
that both he and many others in the 
present day err with respect to the lat- 
ter. Hence itis, that great pains are 
taken, in this tract, to reconcile the 
seeming difference between St. Paul 
and St. James up6n the subject of jus- 
tification. : 


‘‘Thus,” observes Mr. Pott, “when St. 


Paul, in his Epistle to the Romans, treats of 


the meritorious ground or reason of our justi- 
fication for Christ’s only sake, he speaks in 
different terms from his fellow witness, who 
treats in his general epistle of the conditions 
of the christian covenant.”—*St. Paul aims 
his reasoning at the Jews, and therefore he 
lays open the foundation of.a new and better 
covenant than that in which they trusted. | St. 
James addresses christian converts who ad- 
mitted the true ground of salvation, but want- 
ed to get rid of the conditions of the gospel, 
contending that faith might serve without 
works of probation.” (p. 14.) 


This argument is pursued at some 
length in the notes. These occupy 
nearly one half of the tract, and are 
most inconveniently separated from the 
text, into which a great part of them 
might with propriety have been inter- 


woyen. But with all tze ingenuity of 


the author, we cannot think that he 
has. succeeded in proving, that St. 
James, in his Epistles, presses the per- 
formance of the conditions of repent- 
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ance, faith, and obedience,in the sense 
in which they are here brought for. 
ward, as concurring toour justification, 
however they may be the necessary 
evidences of it. The quotations which 
are inserted in the notes, from the 
very useful commentary of Mr. Bur. 
kitty appear to us to place this matter 
upon solid and scriptural ground, not- 
withstanding Mr, Pott’s attempt to 
shew the fallacy of that commentator’s 
reasoning upon St. James. Our li- 
mits. will not, however, permit us to 
enter fully into. the question. We 
would only, therefore, adopt the words 
of Mr. Burkitt, (quoted p. 79,) (words 
which strikingly accord with the ex- 
tract from the homilies inserted above.) 
And say with him, “ The sum of the 
matter is this: what God hath joined, 
none must divide; and what God hath 
divided, none must join. He hath 
separated faith and works in the busi- 
ness of justification; and he hath 
joined them in the lives of justified 
persons.”’ 

We think it necessary in this place, 
with a view to the farther illustration of 
this point, to advert to an expression 
made use of by Mr. Pott ina note at p.92. 
The Papists, he there observes, ** make 
their own sanctification not the condi- 
tion but the cause”’ of their justification. 
If the learned archdeacon mean no 
more, by this expression, than that no 
man has any ground to consider him- 
self justified, who is not also sanctified, 
we perfectly agree with him. Butil 
he mean, as the words rather seem to 
imply, that our justification follows, or 
dépends on, our sanctification; we 
must regard the sentiment as standing 
opposed to the general tenour of scrip- 
ture,as well as to the clear and unam- 
biguous language of our articles. 
‘‘ Good works,” it is there declared, 
“are the fruits of faith, and follow a/- 
ter justification.” How then can 
“cood works,’ or in other words; 
‘“‘ obedience to the firecefits of the g0:- 
fel,” or “ sanctification,” be conditions 
on which the gift of justification 1s 
suspended ? (p.12,) They are eviden- 
ces we admit, indispensable evidences 
of our justification ; for agreeably to 
the language of the same article, they 
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“do spring out necessarily of a true 
and lively faith; insomuch ‘that by 
them a true and lively faith may be as 
evidently known, as a tree discerned 
by the fruit.” And, as if to guard 
against the possibility of mistake on 
this point, in the next article we find it 
asserted that works done before jastifi- 
cation are not pleasant to God. (Art. 
Kill.) 

We now beg leave to add a final ob- 
servation upon this whole question. 
The grand error in the system, which 
the reverend author has undertaken 
to support in this tract, lies, as we ap- 
prehend, in the misconception of what 
he has called “the general conditions” 
of the gospel. We maintain equally 
with him the indispensable necessity 
of these in order to salvation, but not, 
as he does, a8 jointly firocuring for us 
an “interest in the merits of Jesus 
Christ, the valuable cause of our justi- 
fication. That interest we conceive to 
be imparted solely by faith, a principle 
or grace which is also, let it be remem- 
bered, of the Operation of God, and 
which being humble and holy in its 
own nature, is ever accompanied by 
true repentance, and will assuredly 
work by love, purify the heart, and 
overcome the world; in a word, will 
bring fortiy all * those fruits of righte- 
ousness which are by Jesus Christ, 
unto the glory and praise of God:” 
and this it does by its natural and ne- 
cessary effects in humbling us for sin; 
leading us unfeignedly to abhor it} 
exciting our gratitude and love for the 
redemption which is in Christ Jesus ; 
and, above all, by uniting us to him as 
branches in the true vine, and daily 
Nourishing us by supplies of grace 
and strength from the Redeemer’s 
fullness. We have only room to add, 
that for the support of this opinion 
concerning justification by faith only, 
we would beg leave to refer our read- 
ers to the incomparable discourse of 
Hooker upon this subject, and to Mr. 
Cooper’s sermons reviewed in the pre- 
ceding article. . 

The author proceeds, in the next 
place, to apply his test of the general 
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respecting the freedom of divine grace ; 
and first considers the question as it 
relates to the doctrine of election. 

Here, after interpreting what occurs 
in scripture concerning the choice of 
the Jewish people, and the preference 
of Jacob before Esau as applicable to 
their designation to the privileges of 
a national covenant only, and not to 
eternal life ; and alsothose concerning 
Pharaoh and the vessels made to ho- 
nour and dishonour, as having respect 
to their conduct, and improvement of 
the means of grace vouchsafed, and 
not to any absolute decree of election ; 
Mr. Pott observes, that 

“The whole question resolves itself into 
that point whether there be conditions proper- 
ly so called under every dispensation; for if 
there be, the calling and election cannot sig- 
nify an absolute determination of certain men 
to everlasting life; but it may signify the ad- 
vancement of some before others, for wise 
reasons, to the pleasures of a nearer inter- 
course with God, to a better knowledge of his 


will, and to the use and advantages of his pe- 
culiar covenant.” (p.26.) 


Although this reasoning will scarce- 
ly be thought decisive, by such as 
adopt the Calvinistic view of the ques- 
tion at issue, we are so little disposed 
to enter into this deep and endless sub- 
ject, that we shall content ourselves 
with saying in the words of St. Peter, 
that true christians are “elect accord- 
ing to the foreknowledge of God the 
father, through sanctification of the 
spirit unto obedience, and sprinkling 
of the blood of Jesus Christ ;’’ and 
that wherever this ‘ working of the 
spirit of Clirist” can be truly perceiv- 
ed; the christian is fully justified in 
seeking to partake of that “sweet, 
pleasant, and unspeakable comfort,” 
of which “ the godly considération of 
predestination and our election in 
Christ is full,’ (Art. xvii.) ; but that, 
without this, the caution, contained in 
the seventeenth article, cannot be too 
seriously considered and enforced. 

Mr. Pott goes on to examine, whe- 
ther the freedom of the grant of di- 
vine grace is in any wise diminished 
by maintaining his statement respect- 
ing the conditions of the christian co- 
venant. For this purpose he brings 
forward many passages, both of the 
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Old and New Testament, which plain- 
ly speak of overtures of mercy, offers 
of divine grace, and lessons of instruc- 
tion being indiscriminately afforded to 
all; of the destruction of some being 
constantly ascribed to their refusal or 
negiect of such means of grace; and 
of the salvation of others, to their use 
and improvement of them. He then 
adverts ‘to some other passages of 
scripture, which seem to support the 
notion of an arbitrary work of grace, 
and of rejection without respect to 
terms or conditions; and. admitting 
that these texts certainly denote an ef- 
ficacious work of grace in believers, 
he contends, that they also * constantly 
imply the voluntary performance, ac- 
cording to man’s best ability, of the 
gospel terms.” 
To this general account of the doc- 
trine of divine grace we readily as- 
sent. The influence of the holy spi- 
rit'is, undoubtedly, promised in scrip- 
ture to every one that sincerely asks 
it. Itis equally certain, that this in- 
fluence is not represented as operat- 
ine by ‘arbitrary and resistless im- 
pulses, but conformably to the moral 
rrature of man, and leaving room for 
the exercise of his will; and that the 
final destruction of every one will be 
owing to the neglect of the promise 
of ‘divine grace ; or to the resistance 
of its influence. It is also indispensa- 
bly requisite that we should pray for 
divine grace; beware of quenching, 
grieving, or resisting the holy spirit ; 
and work out our own salvation with 
fear and trembling, &c. Suill let the 
words of our tenth article be serious- 
ly weighed, that “‘we have no power 
to do good works, pleasant and ac- 
ceptable to God, without the grace of 
God by Christ preventing us; that we 
may have a good will, and working 
with us when we have that good will,” 
and, consequently, that salvation is, 
from first to last, the work of divine 
grace, “that as it is written, he that 
glorieth let him glory in the Lord.” © 
The author proceeds, in the last 
place, to apply his test, arising from 
the general conditions of the gospel, 
to the doctrine of assurance ; and he 
maintains that that doctrine, rightly 
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understood, and founded not’ on mere 
sensations but on the witness of a 
good conscience’ guided by scripture; 
is perfectly compatible with those con- 
ditions. p. 41. 

The author then very properly and 
judiciously points out the only safe 
and unequivocal standard,’ by which 
to judge of our spiritual state, namely, 
true repentance, faith, and obedience 
to the precepts of the gospel: and ex. 
poses the uncertainty and danger of 
substituting for this scriptural rule of 
judgment, any peculiar feelings either 
of joy or sorrow. Heis justly anxious, 
at the same time, not to be thought to 
deny “those intimate perceptions of the 
force and efficacy of divine grace which 
rank among the genuine fruits of faith 
and holiness ;”’ nor that “ experience,” 
which is “the result of trial, and the 
child of perseverance; not the blos- 
som or the first fruit of conversion.” 
Admitting the reality of “these, he 
still maintains that “ the evidences of 
revealed truth will still form the solid 
ground of faith,”? and “ the conditions 
of the christian covenant,”—* the rule 
of duty, of self-examination, and of 
well placed confidence ;’? an expression, 
the last, which we wish had been ex.- 
changed for one less ambiguous. i 

Upon this subject, we have only to 
add, that whilst we fully coincide in 
the general sentiments thus expressed 
by Mr Pott, we cannot help wishing, 
that, on account of the proneness of 
men to rest satisfied with very low and 
inadequate ideas respecting them, the 
nature of genuine repentance, faith, and 
obedience, had been more distinctly 
and fully stated. The readers of Mr. 
Pott’s tract might thus have been 
enabled to appreciate more justly the 
extent and spirituality of these require- 
ments, and the deficiencies in their 
own character when compared with 
them ; and might thus also have been 
guarded against that delusion and self- 
deceit, which lead men to think of 
themselves more highly than they 
ought to think. a 

After what we have already said, 
we think it unnecessary to enter into 
any striétiéxamination of some of the 
sentimenmmeeontained in Mr. Pott’s re- 
















capitulation of his arguments. .(p, 53 to 
57.) We. would only, therelore, ob- 
serve in general, that whilst we readily 
admit. the necessity. of our compliance 
with the invitations, and. of our, best 
endeavours to obey the exhoriations of 
the gospel, yet we would earnestly con- 
tend, that we are justified freely by the 
grace of Godin Chrisi Jesus, through 
faith alone ; which, if .it serve to that 
end, will, as it is declared in ourtwelfth 
article, necessarily. be..pyvoductive. of 
good works ; ‘insomuch, that by them 
a lively faith -may be as evidently 
known, asa tree discerned by the fruit :”’ 
and also that this faith is entirely of the 
gift and operation of God by, his spirit, 
whose gracious influence is, in every 
period of the christian life, the sole ef- 
fectual cause of our sanctification and 
salvation. Mr. P. here introduces two 
extracts from Bishop Hail’s “ Remedy 
of Profaneness,”’ containing a just re- 
proof, in which. we entirely agree, of 
the bold impiety of those who would 
begin at God’s eternal decree of our 
election, and then descend to the effects 
of it in our effectual calling, faith, re- 
pentance, obedience, and perseverance. 

It remains only, that we now state 
the conclusion which Mr. Pott would 
draw from his preceding discussion, 
as it appears in his observations at the 
close of the notes. He there declares, 
that it has been his design to set forth 
with entire sincerity the grand doc- 
trines of the fall and. ruin of man’s na- 
ture, and-of his redemption by atone- 
mentand grace ; and to shew thatsuch 
doctrines stand apart from some con- 
troverted points, which, whether true 
or false, may be interwoven with them 
or detached from them, as they have 
been by many both before and since the 
reformation; that on this solid ground 
there should subsist. a, mutual friend- 
ship between the contending parties, 
and a strict forbearance from all mis- 
Placed and injurious censures: espe- 
cially considering, that if either party 
could succeed in forcing.their opinions 
on the public standard, “the result 
must be what every good man ought to 
deprecate, and what the public wisdom 
of our.church has carefully precluded, 
needless, and yet inevitable separation.” 
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The diversity of sentiment amongst 
the Dissenters is then briefly alluded 
to, and the moderating opinions of Mr. 
Baxter with respect to the contests i 
his. day. ; 

Would our limits have permitted it, 
we should gladly have inserted the 
whole ofthe concluding passage of this 
tract (p. 61—65,) both as exhibiting a 
highly pleasing specimen of the can. 


‘dour and moderation of the learned 


archdeacon; and as containing many 
just. reflections which deserve to be 
seriously weighed by the heated pole- 
mics of the presentday. We canonly 
say, that we join with the reverend 
author in lamenting the. unhappy dif- 
ferences of opinion, which subsist in 
the church, upon certain difficult and 
mysterious subjects ; and we cordially 
unite with him in earnest wishes, that 
the contending parties would lay aside 
all bitterness, and anger, and clamour, 
and evil speaking, and labour to en- 
force upon the hearts of men those 
fundamental articles of faith and prac- 
tice in which they mutually agree. 
We would particularly reprobate the 
conduct of those, though in our own 
church we trust there are few such to 
be found, who would cast the reproach 
and obloguy, complained of by Mr. — 
Pott, on the ministrations of any even 
the most apparently mistaken of their’ 
brethren. It is with real pleasure 
that we again notice the truly candid 
and benevolent spirit in which he has 
written the tract before us; and with 
still greater satisfaction, that we have 
every where perceived evident marks 
of the sincere and unaffected piety of 
the author. ita 
Upon the whole, notwithstanding the 
strictures which we have felt it to be 
our duty to make, respecting the sys- 
tem brought forward by the reverend 
archdeacon, and the fears which, on 
that account, we cannot help entertain- 
ing, lest. his object should fail of the 
effect intended.to. be produced by it, 
we consider the design as highly hon- 
ourable to him ;. and heartily pray, that 
both the author, ourselves, and. the 
whole. church, may have “a right un- 
derstanding in. all things.’ 
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CLIX. Review of Gisponne’s Sermons. 
(Continued from p. 231.) 

Tne eleventh sermon is on the neces- 
sity of unreserved obedience to God ; 
and the reasonableness of the requi- 
sition is no less clearly than familiarly 
illustrated by a reference to the univer. 
sality of that subjection which a sub- 
ject owes to his king, a soldier to his 
officer, a servant to his master, anda 
child toits parent. We doubt whether 
in this discourse sufficient care has 
been taken to distinguish that wilful re. 
servation of some particular sin, which 
it is intended to represent as inconsist- 
ent with the hope of salvation; from 
those breaches of duty of which even 
the best are guilty. We would sug- 
gest some. alteration of the following 
passage, “If you suffer any sinful 
habit to stand between you and heaven, 
you deserve to forfeit heaven.” The 
juestion is not whether they who de. 
easly indulge one sinful habit de- 
serve to forfeit heaven; all men de- 
serve to do this, as is abundantly as. 
serted by our author, both in this and 
in his former volume of sermons ; but 
whether they s/ad/ forfeit heaven. 

The twelfth and thirteenth sermons, 
on the sins of the tongue, we would 
point out as particularly important. In 
this age and country there is a. great 
number of persons living in cities and 
towns, possessing a fortune sufficient 
to exempt them from bodily labour, and 
at the same time indisposed to mental 
industry, who have little other employ. 
ment than that of visiting. No small 
portion of their lives is, therefore, 
spent in conversation ; and Solomon 
has. well observed, that “in the mul- 
titude of words there wanteth not sin.”’ 
Even in religious circles, conversation, 
partly through the same superabun- 
dance of it, often degenerates into a 
frivolity little short of that which pre- 
vails in more worldly company, and 
numberless evil tempers are discover- 
able in the domestic intercourse of 
those. whom their minister, perhaps, 
esteems to be most exemplary chris- 
tians. The writer, therefore, or the 
‘preacher who ‘should fully and suc- 
‘cessfully expose those various sins of 
the tongue which infest modern so- 
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ciety, would render an essential ser. 
vice to religion. In vain are cards 
denounced by one party asa criminal} 
amusement. It may justly be retorted, 
is not idle, censorious, fretful, iil-iy. 
moured conversation equally criminal? 

Mr. Gisborne has. touched on many 
of the evils to which we have adverted. 
He speaks first of those persons whose 
conversation “is altogether, and uni. 
formly, idle;”? next of peevish language. 


“ Scarcely has one petty source of vexation 
spent itself, when it is succeeded by some 
new cause of temporary disquiet. The inter. 
vais of tranquillity are saddened by the appre- 
hension that some trivial circumstance, un. 
foreseen until the moment when it takes 
place, will speedily intervene to disturb the 
serenity of the bour. Thus domestic comfort 
is perpetually invaded by little uneasinesses, 
little bickerings, little disagreements ; and, 
at length, perlaps, falls a sacrifice to the mul. 
tiplication of inconsiderable wounds. Is this 
to be kindly affectioned, tender hearted, one 
towards another? Is this to walk in love? Is 
this to imitate the gentleness of Christ 2 Who 
art thou, who thus takest offence, if some 
trifle interferes with thy wishes of the mo- 
ment? Who art thou who weighest in such 
scrupulous scales the looks and words of every 
inmate of thy abode? Dost thou expect that 
all things shall be conducted, that albethi 
can be conducted, in uniform subse: ’ 
thy humour? Are no compliances, fe 
of accommodation, no sacrifices to. he con- 
venience and reasonable desires of others, due 
from thee ?, Hast thou so little regard for the 
feelings of those under thy roof, as continually 
to harass and distress them ? Is the affection 
of thy family of so small value in thine eyes, 
that needlessly and for objects of no moment 
thou hazardest the diminution of it ? Examine 
thy bosom, that thou mayest detect the pride 
and the selfishness by which it is. infested. 
Seek the grace of God; for only by divine 
grace can it be purified.” (p. 243—245.) 


Mr. Gisborne, after adverting to the 
sin of using passionate and angry lan- 
guage, (a practice very dissimilar from 
his, who, when he was reviled, reviled 
not again, when he suffered, threatened 
not;) and to those sins of the tongue 
likewise which owe their origin to pride 
and vanity, proceeds in his thirteenth 
sermon to treat of censoriousness. On 
this head he justly observes, that It 13 
not censoriousness to affirm sin to be 
sin ; todescribe the punishments of the 
ungodly to be no less than the word of 
God pronounces them to be ; nor in 
some cases to make known the faults of 
another : but that to be censorious 1s to 
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puolish the faults of others unnecessa- 
rily, \o enlarge upon them toa needless 
jength, to develop them with unwar- 
ranted vehemence, or knowingly to 
omit any true or probable circumstance 
tending to diminish their magnitude. 
A busy and meddling spirit is well de- 
scribed at the 260th page, and the pic- 
ture which is drawn of the flatterer at 
the 265th has also, as we fear, but too 
exact a counterpart in nature. Mr. 
Gisborne’s rebuke of those sins ofthe 
tongue, which are violations of modes- 
ty, is urged with sufficient plainness 
and fidelity, and also with a delicacy 
which we should wish to see more 
generally imitated. We shall conclude 
our account of these two sermons, by 
the following remarks on that most 
shocking and too prevailing vice, frro- 
faneness. 


“There are persons who persuade them- 
selves that they disapprove profaneness, and 
seem to hold themselves guiltless, while they 
persevere in the daily, perhaps hourly, prac- 
tice of it? Who are these self-deceivers ? 
They who introduce the names of God and of 
Christ, and other kindred terms, in fashiona- 
ble asseverations, or in exclamations of sur- 
prise, of hope, of disappointment, or in some 
other light manner, into their ordinary dis- 
course. Dothey affirm thatthe offence with 
which they are charged is but an idle habit ; 
that the objectionable words drop from their 
tongues without intentional irreverence, with- 
out meaning, and frequently without being 
perceived ? Miserable and vain excuses! How 
hackneyed in profane irreverence is your 
tongue, if the most awful expressions are be- 
come familiar expletives ! How reiterated has 
been the sound, if yourear is dead to the im- 
pression ! Ifa lively fear and a fervent love of 
your Maker and your Redeemer prevailed in 
your bosom; it is impossible that you could 
thus trifle with their sacred names. Your 
heart would smite you at the thought. The 
sound would die away upon your lips. If you 
can use such expressions yourself; if'you can 
hear them used without pain; examine your 
breast. There is delusion on the surface; it 
is well if there be not hypocrisy at. the bot. 
tom.” (p. 269—271,) 


The fourteenth sermon, On the Iden- 
tity of Wisdom and Religion, is excel- 
lent throughout, and iS well calculated 
to expose the error of the sentiment 
which is current in the world, that piety 
is an indication of weakness in the un- 
derstanding. The following are stated 
by Mr. Gisborne to be the characteristics 
at once of wisdom and of true religion, 
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1. Wisdom selects such objects of 
pursuit as she discerns a satisfactory. 
prospect of attaining. 

2. She sets her affections on those 
things which are the most excellent. 

3. She chooses. those acquisitions 
which give the highest delight. $s 

4. She occupies herself in the. pure 
suit of efficient remedies for evils actual. 
or probable. 

5. She fixes her attention on those 
desirable objects which are, the most 
durable. 

The contrast between the religious 
and the wicked,in respect to the fourth 
point, is well described in the following 
passage. . AES 

* Behold religion rejoicing in the 


, ; 2, % 


e pursuit of 
remedies obvious, effectual, all-sufficient "— 
** Behold her opposing to radical corruption, 
the influence of grace ; to the curse of the law, 
the blood of the cross ; to the prince of dark- 
ness, the omnipotence of Christ. ‘To spiritual 
evils what has the wicked man to oppose? 
Nothing, absolutely nothing. He stands for- 
lorn and naked in the conflict ; without shield 
or dart, without shelter, without refuge.” 
(p. 290.) 


On the fifth particular of. resem- 
blance, Mr. Gisborne makes the fol- 
lowing striking observations. 


‘Is this characteristic of wisdom to be 
found in religion ? How long do the pleasures 
of sin continue? Certainly not longer than 
life. But do they commonly last'so long ? In 
many an instance, while they are still attaina- 
ble, the relish for them is destroyed by satie- 
ty. Then how frequently. are they banished 
by vicissitudes of fortune ! Riches make them, 
selues wings and fly away. Anxiety pushes into 
the place of amusement. Distress occupies 
the station of delight. - Necessity supersedes 
indul . But let the current of prosperity 
remain full. The tide of youth and strength 
cannot be sustained. Old age advances. with 
uninterrupted pace, Then come gray hairs 
and trembling limbs, and painful days and 
wakeful nights. Where are now the plea- 
sures of the wicked ?: What is the satisfaction 
now to be extracted from honour, or from 
wealth, or. from power, or from the friendship 
of the world? What is become of all the 
vanities of life ? It is not that their servant is 
shortly to leave them. It is, that they: have 
deserted their servant. They have left. him 
a prey to bitter recollection, to fruitless wishes, 
to disappointment without, remedy and with- 
out hope. Like the plundered Ephraimite, 
the wretched votary looks around. in vain for 
his idols, He had set his heart on shadows 
which cannot profit, and is miserable because 
they are gone. How fares, in the mean time, 
the man of religion? His treasures are not 
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subject to decay. The loss of worldly good 
manifests the unalterable value of the portion 
which he has chosen. Stripped of earthly 
possessions, it is then that he appears truly 
rich. Encompassed with tribulation it is then 
that he displays inherent happiness. In penu- 
ry, in sickness, in affliction, he proves that he 
retains that which is more valuable, that 
which in the moment of trial he feels to be 
more valuable, than all that the world can 
give ; that which is not, like the gifts of the 
world, perishable ; that which the world is 
equally unable to give and to take away. But 
let it be supposed that the wicked man grasp 
his guod things, be they what they may, until 
death. The righteous man, travelling by his 
side, enjoys his delights unto the same period, 
So far, as to duration, thé’servant of God is 
not under any disadvantagey But from the 
instant of death how stands the comparison ? 
That instant which for ever extinguishes the 


pleasures of the wicked, sees the bappiness of 


the righteous only in its commencement. Be- 
fore the righteous eternity spreads abroad its 
immeasurable and inconceivable extent ; and 
shews him that extent filled with blessedness, 
filled with blessedness for him. He can die no 
more ; for he is become like unto the angels; 
and is of the children of God, being of the 
children of the resurrection. He looks for- 
ward, let it not be said with hope, for hope is 
swallowed up in certainty ; he looks forward 
with assurance incapable of disappointment or 
diminution to unutterable and progressive 
bliss, in the presence of Christ, before the 
throne of God, throughout ages beyond ages, 
for ever more, world without end.” (p. 290— 
293.) 

The fifteenth sermon is entitled, 
Folly illustrated by the Character of 
Saul. . 

The sixteenth on the text, Comfort 
ye, comfort ye, my people, is on Reli- 
gious Comfort; and the seventeenth on 
Religious Despondency. 

The grounds on which religious 
comfort ought to be founded form an 
interesting question in divinity. Mr. 
Gisborne begins his sixteenth sermon 
by exposing the guilt, the misery, and 
the helplessness of man; and then ap. 
plies the truths of the gospel as the 
means of support and consolation under 
all the evils of which he has spoken. 


*¢¢Come unto me,’ saith your Redeemer, 
¢and all your maladies shall be remedied, all 
your necessities shall be supplied. What 
though you have committed numberless sins ? 
I offer to you unlimited pardon. What though 
the law of God which you have violated, the 
law to which you can render no satisfaction, 
denounces its curse upon your head? Fear 
not.. Ihave turned the curse aside from you ; 
I have borne it myself in your behalf. Ihave 
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fulfilled the law ; Ihave made an atonement. 
What though you are immersed in weakness 
and corruption; unable to think any thin 
good of yourself; unable to will or to do ; 
unable to discover the method of pleasin 
God; unable to continue in the path of right- 
eousness were you placed in it? In your weak. 
ness my strength shall be made manifest and 
perfected. Your corruption | will cleanse, in 
the fountain which I have opened for unclean. 
ness and sin. By the Holy Ghost the Com. 
forter, whose influence is at my disposal, ] 
will enlighten your understanding and renew 
your heart. From me you shall learn the 
will of my father: from me you shall have 
grace whereby you may serve him/acceptably, 
What though you are surrounded by present 
evils? I am head over all things. All things 
shall work together for good to you in the end, 
I lead you to a world where there shall be 
neither pain, nor sorrow, nor death. Your 
friends who sleep in me shall God bring with 
him. Your light afflictions, which are but for 
a moment, shail work for you a far more ex. 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory.?” (p. 
326, 327.) 

“But,” adds Mr. Gisborne, “ will all men 
attain to this glory ?”—** The Lord God him- 
self answers this question: ‘ Comfort ye, 
comfort ye, my people.’ Who then are the 
people of God ?’—**Is it sufficient to have 
been baptized into the christian church? 
Is it sufficient speculatively to believe the 
truth of christianity ? Is it sufficient to avow 
yourself a christian, and to attend christian 
worship? Is it sufficient to feel pleasure in 
discourse concerning religion, and to be eager 
in frequenting a multitude of religious or- 
dinances ? If no one of these particulars 
is hy itself sufficient to prove you to belong 
to the people of God ; are allofthem together 
sufficient ? Turn to the scriptures. Propose 
your question. Who are the people of God? 
Receive the answer from the Holy Ghost by 
the mouth of St.John. Beloved! he that do- 
eth good is of God.* He, and he only, is one 
of the people of God, who in heart and life is 
truly a christian. He, and he only, is at pre- 
sent entitled to the comforts of the gospel ; 
he, and he only, shall receive eternal consola- 
tion in heaven; who has that genuine faith in 
Christ which worketh by love; who demon- 
strates that he belongs to God by faithful obe- 
dience to his commandments, (p. 328, 529.) 

“ How is a person to know whether he 1s 
led by the Spirit of God? By examining 
whether the fruits of the spirit are brought 
forth in him. What are the fruits of the spi- 
rit? St. Paul replies, The fruit of the spirit 1s 
all goodness and righteousness and truth; love, 
joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, faith, meck- 
ness, temperance, every good word and work. 
(p. 332, 333.) | 


We cordially agrée with every sen- 
timent contained in these quotations. 


wa, 
o- 
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* 3 John, 10,11. 
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In the latter:part of this sermon; Mr. 
Gisborne introduces some remarks res- 
pecting ‘the™ false grounds on which 
comfort #8 sometimes administered. 
To most of what he has said on this 


subject. We readily subscribe. . We 


think him particularly judicious in his 
observations on the danger of relying 
on such. “a vague, variable, and tran- 
sient criterion,” as ‘* an internal im- 
pulse,” an impression from above,” 

“an indescribable sensation of peace 
and joy, wrought in the heart by the 
Holy Ghost ;” as if these afforded “a 


seal and pledge of the. actual forgive- . 


ness of sins,’’ and a solid ground of 
comfort.. But there is one passage 1 in 


this discourse on which we think our-_ 


selves called to make a few comments. 
it is as follows: 


“You, perhaps, have been accustomed to 
believe that God has been pleased by a sove- 
reign decree to select from. the mass of man- 
kind certain’ favoured individuals ; whom, 


while he leaves the rest of the posterity of Ad- 


am to merited ye pars he exclusively 
crowns with the privileges of mercy, ‘ These,’ 
youhave said to yourself, ‘are the elect of God : 
these are the heirs of salvation and its attend- 
ent blessings. To this chosen number I be- 
long. To me, as belonging to them, the com- 
forts of the gospel, present and future, are 
ensured.’ Unbiassed researches into scrip- 
ture, and a closer comparison of things spi- 
ritual with spiritual, might possibly convince 
you that your fundamental doctrine is not the 
doctrine of your Lord. But what ifit were? 
Why speak you of comfort belonging to you 
as one of the elect ; Aas your Lord pronoun- 
ces it to be only othe obedient? If you 
are not faithful in o bédienee,wil you presume, 
under pretence of being one.of the elect, to 
take comfort in contradiction to the declara- 
tion of Jesus Christ? If you are faithful in 
obedience, is any thing farther requisite to 
authorize you to apply to yourself the com- 
forts, which Jesus Christ assures to the obe- 
dient? Or have you, on yout own principles, 
any right to censider yourself as one of the 
elect of God longer than while you continue 
faithful in obedience ?”. (p. 334, 335.) 


In producing this extract we have 
ho intention cf entering upon'the in- 
terminable discussion which itinvolves; 
and of which we always regret the in- 


troduction into sermons. .Qur.object.. 


is merely to obviate the unfairimpres. 
sion which . it: Mayer possibly produce. 
By most of Mr. G.’s readers, the opi. 


nions which are here combated will be 


considered as intended by him to exhi- 
Christ. Obsery. No. 29. 


equally with hi 
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bit a view of the calyinistic. dectrines. 
Certainly; however, it is a view of them 
which every sober Calvinist would dis- 
claim. ‘Antinomians may conceive 
themselves to be, by grace, so deliver- 
ed from the law as to owe it no obedi. 
ence. 


elect; and thence argue that it is un- 
necessary for them to labour witha 


. view to,any other ground of hope. But 


both these errors would be as strenu- 
ously opposed by Calvinists; properly 


so called; nay, by Calvin imself, as 


they are. by Mr. Gisborne. | 





indispensable obligation, of christians 


to yield unto God a faithfuland unre. 


seeded obedience. § They uniformly 
maintain that those, and those only, 


have any title whatever to spiritual. 
comfort from the consideration of their. 


eléction in Christ, who “feel in them- 
selyes the working of the 


flesh and their earthly members, and 
drawing up their mind to high and 
heavenly things ;” and aiso that all who 
are reall H elected “ are made like the 
image o 

Christ, and walk religiously .in. good 
works.” We wish, therefore,that the 
pious and candid author had taken more 
pains to discriminate between such 
persons, and the Antinomian and en- 
thusiastic religionists. to. whom, alone 
his reasoning is fairly applicable ; and 
to whom alone, we believe, he wished 
it to be applied. , But on this subject 
we shail. have occasion to make some 


farther remarks before we. close our 


review. 

The sermon “On Religious Sei 
dence”? is; for the most part, excellent, 
and may be compared to the prescrip- 
tion of a sagé and intelligent physician, 
who understands the disease which he 
attempts to cure,and the nature of the 
remedies which he proposes to apply. 
With. an.exception,that will presently 
be noticed, we scarcely know which to 
admire mest, the ¢ 
or the feéling of this discourse. 


“ Whea : persons,” says Mr. Gisborne, cwha 
have lived.not unto Chrat. , whe died for them, 
but untosthemselves,”—‘ by the effectual ap- 
sa of the word of God, by sickness, by 

2 





Enthusiasts may conclude, from- 
some internal feeling; that they are” 


a hale : 
the obligation, : 


Spirit of 
Christ,. mortifying the works of the 


his only begotten Son Jesus. 


Sense, the pietyy 
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The twentieth, which jis the last ser- 
mon, is on the important text, ‘* What 
must I do to be saved ?” andit ably and 
scripturally exposes the erroneous an- 
swers which are commonly given to 
this question—“ Be decent,’’ it is said 
by some, “ God is not a rigorous mas- 
ter;’’ “and though he uses strong lan- 
guage in the scriptures,” * he will not 
call us to.a strict account for the mod- 
erate. indulgence of our desires.”— 
*% The meaning of counsel,” (as Mr. 
Gisborne shrewdly observes, ) ‘*is often 
illustrated by looking to the conduct of 
the counsellor. Survey the general 
conduct of the men who offer this coun. 
sel. What is the ordinary course’ of 
their lives? Altogether worldly,’’— 
“One is habitually sensual, another 
proud, another covetous, another un- 
chaste.” (p. 424.) A second answer 
which’ Mr. Gisborne shews to be er- 
roneous is, thata man must be amiable, 
—“be candid. Judge noone ;’’—“study 
to please all.’——“ To cheerfulness add 
liberality, according to your conve- 


Tience.’’——“‘ How many selfish, how 


many deceitful, how many abandoned 
men,” (observes the pious writer) 
“ have corresponded with this descrip- 
tion )’——‘s What proof is’ here to be 
found of. sanctity, of heavenly minded- 
ness, of superiority to the world, of 
mortification of the corruptions of the 
heart; of those. dispositions. towards 
God the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, which the scriptures incessantly 
inculcate and demand ?” (p. 426.) Be 
useful” isa third answer. But religion, 
as Mr. Gisborne“insists, is not summed 
up in usefulness. ‘* We are to do all 
to the glory of God, that God in all 
things may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ”’ Lastly, The union of these 
qualities with a certain kind of common 
profession of trust in Christ is pointed 
out to be insufficient. The natuteofa 
true faith inthe Redeemer is then treat- 
ed of. This is declared to be, not 
merely an admission that the Bible is 
true, nor a faith terminating in the un- 
derstanding. It must, indeed, con- 
vince the judgment, “because our 
Maker deals with us as rational crea- 
tures.” ‘But the heart is its object. 
There it must dwell, There it must 
reign. Believe with the heart in the 
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christian faith, as 


| ‘May, | 


Lord Jesus Christ, and thou'shalt be 
saved.’’ (p. 432.) 
What then, adds our author, does 
1, aS governing the hear, 
include?‘ It implies a.deep sense of 
our own inherent corruption,”—“ay 
awful consciousness of the punishment 
to which we have-justly become obnox- 
ious,”’— a decided conviction of our 
own inability to discharge any part of our 
debt to divine justice,’”’—“ a fervent de- 
sire to be rescued from the future do. 


minion of sin,”’—“an experimental 


knowledge that, if we are abandoned to 
our natural strength, we shall unques- 
tionably be the prey of sin as. hereto- 
fore,”?—“‘ an undoubting belief that in 
Christ Jesus is perfect salvation ;_ per- 
fect wisdom and righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption ;” and “a 
cordial assurance that he alone. is the 
way, the truth, and the life, that no man 
cometh unto the Lather but by him,” (p. 
433.) os Mop ny aries 

The concluding part of this sermon 
is peculiarly interesting and animated, 
We have seldom:seen the character of — 
a‘believerin Christ more justly or more 
feelingly portrayed, than it is in the 
following passage ; which cannot fail to 
approve itself to the conscience of every 
one who is conversant with the writings 
of Christ and his apostles, or who pos- 


sesses in any measure a spiritual taste 
and discernment. - eee 


** How then will this faith manifest itself? 
By its fruits ; by its efficacy.in impelling and 
constraining us to act in every respect confor- 
mably to its nature. If we believe ourselves 
to. be radically corrupt; we shall renounce, 
with disgust, the idea of professing any righ- 
teousness of ourown. If we believe ourselves 
obnoxious to punishment ; we shall devoutly 
apply for an interest in the appointed ransom. 
If we believe ourselves utterly unable to dis- 
charge any portion of the demands, which the 
avenging justice of God urges against us ; we 
shall confess that our deliverance, if we are 
delivered, will be an act of free and unmerited 

race. If we are fervently desirous of future 

oliness ; we shall seek, with proportionate s0- 
licitude, the renewing influence of the spirit of 
sanctification, If we are convinced that, left 
to ourselves, we cannot but fail; we shall 
place our whole reliance on the: continued 
guidance and support of the Holy Ghost. If 
we are convinced that Jesus Christ is an all- 
sufficient Saviour; to him we shall have re- 
course for salvation. If we are satisfied that 
there is salvation in no other, that there is 74 
other name under heaven given amorg men 
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eby we may be saved; to him alone we 
path comitalt due souls. To him we shall fly, 
as the lamb of God who taketh away the-sins 
of the whole world: as having made atone- 
ment even for us by his blood: as our present 
advocate with the Father: as ¢ver living to 
make intercession for us: as having the suc- 
cours of the Holy Spirit at his disposal :-as 
invested with all power in earth and heavens 
as loving us with unparalleled affection: as 
watching over us with unwearied care : as our 
example, our instructer, our law-giver : as hay- 
ing ascended into the mansions of his Father 
to prepare a place for his servants: as again 
to return in glory, that he may raise all the 
generations of man from the grave : judge the 
assembled world in righteousness ; receive his 
faithful followers to himself; and seal up the 
wicked with the devil and his angels in the 
abodes of unutterable and everlasting destruc- 
tion. , : 3 
«¢ These are the fruits of faith, when first it 
brings the sinner to the foot of the cross. 
What are its fruits, when rising from the foot 
of the cross, the penitent sinner proceeds to 
approve himself the servant of that Lord, who 
loved him and gave himself for him ?. Its fruits 
are unto holiness. Looking unto Fesus, the au- 
thor and finisher of his faith, the penitent sinner 
actuated by a new principle, living to new ob- 
jects, devoted to a new master, la sin the 
strength of his Redeemer’s grace to become 
dead unto sin and alive _ unto righteous- 
ness. He is eager to manifest his gratitude 
to his Saviour. To the laws of Christ he 
cheerfully and unreservedly submits. In the 
steps of Christ he endeavours to tread. The 
glory of Christ he 1s watchful and zealous to 
promote. In God, the Father of his crucified 
Lord, he behulds a father reconciled even to 
him. In his brethrenof the household of faith 
he beholds men united to himself not merely 
by the common. ties of nature, but by the ad- 
ditional and sacred bands of redeeming love. 
Even in the wicked he beholds those whom 
the Son of God died to save: whom God still 
spares thatthey may accept salvation through 
his Son. Hence active love to God and man 
characterize the servant of Christ. Fearful of 
falling short of the glorious salvation set be- 
foré him; aware of the tremendous power of 
his spiritual enemy, vet not cast down, because 
he rests on the arm of an Almighty Redeem- 
er: he studies to adorn the doctrine of God 
his Saviour in all things, to be a pattern of 
every good work. Waiting for the coming of 
his Lord, looking forward to things unseen, he 
displays not only the active( virtues of the 
christian character, but those also which are 
passive: resignation to the appointments of 
God, patient endurance of afflictions, unweari- 
ed forgiveness of injuries, willingness to bear 
contempt.and reproach for righteousness sake, 
no degree relying for acceptance: on his 
works ; but conscious that, unless his faith is 
evidenced by habitual works of holiness, he 
Hever shall see the Lord; he unremittingly 
Urs to maintain a conscience void of of- 
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fence towards God and towards man. Thus 
faith worketh by love, and by. works proves 
itself to be perfect.” (p. 435—437,). 
The comparison which follows of our 
religious advantages with those of other 
parts of Christendom, and of the follow- 
ers of Mahomet, and the allusion af- 
terwards made to the judgments with 
which the Almighty is now visiting the 
earth, are remarkably well expressed. 
(p. 439-441.) 
The largeness of our quotations, and, 
we may add, the freedom of our re- 
marks, will sufficiently shew how high- 
ly we esteem. this second volume of 
Mr. Gisborne’s discourses.. We could 
notice a few trifling faults in the style, 
such as the frequent repetition of the 
same word, and the long succession of 
expostulatory questions, which occa- 
sionally occur. Peculiarities of this sort 
may suit the manner of the preacher, 
and therefore, perhaps, give force to his 
discourses in the pulpit ; but they are 
not attended with a similar advantage 
when they come from the press. . On 
the whole, however, we profess our- 
selves to be. great admirers of the style 
of Mr. Gisborne: It is correct, per- 
spicuous, and forcible. His illustra- 
tions are always happy and well chosen ; 
and they serve to give interest and ani- 
mation to his writings. And his cha- 
racters are drawn with a discrimination 
and justness of colouring, which prove 
him to have maturely studied the volume: 
of the human heart. We are, hows 
ever, much less occupied with the con- 
templation of Mr. Gisborne’s style, than 
of the great and essential service which 
an author of his talents and rank in life 
renders to the community, by so faith- 
fully exposing the defects of fashion- 
able christianity, and so powerfully re- 
commending the true faith and practice 
of the gospel, We close the present 
volume with sentiments, if possible, of 
increased respect for the pious author : 
and we very earnestly pray that his zea- 
lous exertions to promote the interests 
of Christ’s kingdem may. be aticnded 
with extensive and lasting effects. 
CLX. A concise Statement of the Question re- 
garding the Abolition of “the Slave Trade. 
London, Hatchard, 1804. Price 2s. pp. 79; 
THE same circtymstance which has Jed 
to the publication “of this pamphiet, 
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adversity, by the loss of a dear friend or rela- 
tive, ar by some equally seasanable operation 
of the visiting hand of amnipotence are roused 
from their spiritual lethargy ; when they per- 
ceive that their life has been a shadow, a 
dream, @ childish play, a tissue of duties neg- 
lected and wilful transgressions ; when | 
survey the holiness and the justice of Go 
whom they have despised, and see themselves 
suspended by the thread of mortality over the 
abyss of eternal condemnation : it is not unu- 
sual for their terror and dejection to settle 
into the bitterness of despondence.. The 
eurses of the broken law, the thunders of in. 
evitable vengeance, sound incessantly in their 
ears. Before their cyes the books are opened ; 
and the long catalogue of their sins written in 
the books overwhelms them with agonising dis, 
mM Groaning under the anguish experien.- 
ced by the afflicted Psalmist, but destitute of 
‘the gleam of comfort which, in the humble 
consciousness of penitence, he ventured to 
cherish ; they are troubled, they are bowed down 
greatly, they go mourning all the day long. The 
arrows of the Lord stick fast in them ; and hie 
hand presseth them sore. Tdere is no soundness 
in their flesh because of bis anger ; neither is 
there any rest in their bones because of their sin. 
For their iniquities are gone over their bead ; as 
an beavy burden iiey are too heavy for them.” 
(p. 344—346.) 

The effect of this religious despon- 
dence in alarming the mind, agitating 
the nerves, undermining the health, 
relaxing exertion, and poisoning every 
domestic enjoyment; as well as that 
progressive aggravation of the disease 
which is usually produced by the inju- 
dicious and unseasonable measures 
adopted for its removal, are very af- 
féctingly described by Mr. Gisborne. 
fe afterwards proceeds to point out 
what he conceives to be the proper and 
effectual means of cure, viz. Ist. That 
the suffereft should ascertain whether 
his conviction of guiit be deep and 
abiding, and his desire to be delivered 
from it by Jesus Christ rooted and ear- 
nest, (as without this there can be no 
Jove of holiness, no genuine repentance 


in his heart); and 2nd. Ifthe resultof. 


the investigation be favourable, that he 
should apply to himself all those prom- 
ises which are made in scripture to the 
penitent. Many, however, being de- 
terred from “making this consolatory 
application by some erroneous notions 
they may have imbibed, Mr. Gisborne 
endeavours to refute their different er- 
rors by an appeal to scripture. We 
particularly recommend, to thé atten- 
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tion of those who are in.danger of being 
overpowered by a sense of the magni, 
tude of their sins, the reasoning which 
the reverend author employs for the 
purpese of removing their apprehen- 
sions, lest God should not be willing 
toextend to them also his mercy ip 
Christ. Weare only deterred by want 
of room from inserting the passage 
which contains it; as well as the ex, 
hortation which follows it, addresseq 
to those who complain that,’ though 
they have persevered in the b ph api ing 
path, they are nevertheless destitute of 
comfort. - E ae i; 
-, We now come to a part of this ser, 
mon, (p- 361,) which will awaken. the 
attention of each class of our doctrinal 
readers. We allude to a passage in 
which Mr. Gisborne explicitly avows 
himself an.opponent of what is com- 
monly called the Calvinistic scheme. 
It is by no means our wish to enter into 
the controversy on predestination, and 
the nature of the human will: The dif. 
ficulties which these questions involve, 
on any hypothesis which the ingenuity 
of systematizing theologians has hitb- 
erto devised, are so great, and, as we 
apprehend, so inextricable, that the 
surprise we feel is not that men 
should doubt and differ, but that they 
should ever dogmatize respecting them. 
Strongly. impressed with this senti- 
ment ; a sentiment which has noexclu- 
sive reference to Mr. Gisborne, or to 
those who concur in his view of these 
abstruse points; any remarks which we 
may make will be directed to the object 
of preventing misconception, and _ pro- 
moting charity among christian breth- 
ren. 
_ It has often been remarked, that it is 
not very fair to charge those who hold 
an opinion different from.our own, with 
all the consequences which we ourselves 
deduce from that opinion.. Some quall- 
fication, or distinction, to which we 
have not adverted, but on which the eye 
of our opponent is fixed, may, perhaps, 
obviate the whole of those inferences 
which. we dread.. The. imperfection 
also of human language. may lead us t© 
affix to the proposition of our antagonists 
an idea very different from. that for 
which he means to contend, He may 
possibly also be inconsistent with him- 


a 


ann one Geel — s a» wat 









4804.] 


self, and though he may have admitted 
into his mind some premises which we 
may deem dangerous, he may be sin- 
cerely ahd heartily disposed to stop 
short of any mischievous conclusion. 
We are anxious that both the parties, in 
ihis controversy, should feel the full 
force of these motives to catidour in 
judging each other; motives which 
evidently have had an influence on thé 
mind of Mr. Gisborne: for while he 
attacks, what he conceives to be erro- 
neous views of predestination ; he ex- 
presses a very favourable opinion of the 
fervent piety and practical holiness of 
numbers who embrace them. | 

«The tenets in question,” Mr. Gis- 
borne observes, are, according to his 
«deliberate conviction,” “ destitute of 
scriptural support.” We naturally look- 
ed back, in order to learn what were 
precisely those “tenets in question” 
which are thas condemned. They are 
thus stated by Mr. Gisborne. 


“The wretched individual ins to ap- 
prehend that he is predestinated to wrath and 
anguish everlastiog ; that, if not expressly 
created for the purpose of being rendered 
miserable, at least he is ** passed over” in the 
dispensation of receeming mercy ; that he is 
virtually reprobated, being designedly exclud- 
ed by the sovereign will of God from the num- 
ber of those, whom the Almighty is supposed 
specially to have elected to be the sole par- 
takers of his converting grace.” (p. 361.) 

If Mr. Gisborne, in attacking the 
sentiments contained in this extract, 
meant to attack the tenet of predestina- 
tion as held by Calvinists, we question 
whether he has not given them some 
reason to complain of the manner in 
which he has stated their opinions. 
They will scarcely admit, that these 
are fairly delineated by means of the 
expressions which Mr. Gisborne has 
put into the mouth of a person labour- 
ing under spiritual dejection, and which 
they would maintain to be wholly un- 
warranted by their view of the doctrine 
of predestination. It is one thing, they 
would say, to believe that God has his 
Own predetermined purposes ; and an- 
other to assume that we are acquainted 
With those purposes as they respect 
our own eternal lot* or that of others : 
since these are only to be known by the 
Practical test of the fruits we bear. 


We perfectly ‘agree with Mr, Gis- 


* 
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borne in thinking, that the invitations of 
sctipture to believe and repent are 
made to all; and that it is of the utmost 
importance to consider them as clear 
and unequivocal. And although Mr. 
Gisborne will probably argue, that to 
admit the offer of the gospel to be uni- 
versal and tinambiguous is the same 
thing as to déhy the predéstinarian 
tenets; yet it is a fact that many, who 
hold these tenéts strongly, are equally 
strong in affirthing the propésition 
which he asserts, viz. the universality 
and fairfiess of the gospel offer. In a 
cas€ involved inso much metaphysical 
difficulty, and on a subject which human 
language can but imperfectly explain, 
too much caution canhot be exercised. 
It would therefore, perhaps, be more 
adviseable for each party, instead of 
combating every sentiment which by 
possible inference may ledd to error, to 
attack vigorously that error which’ is 
plait and practical. Let the error of 
nafrowing the invitstions of scripture, 
in such a manner as would be deemed 
unfair:in the case of any other invita- 
tion, be exposed ; let the error also of 
ascribing delusive offers of grace and 
mercy be preached against. If these 
herésies are renounced, and we believe 
them to be renounced by numbers whose 
views on the subject of predestination 
are at variance with those of the pious 
author, the remaining differences of 
apiaion will be found to be practically 
of so little moment, that they certainly 
ought not to disturb the péace of the 
church. Even with a view to the re- 
moval of despondency from the minds 
of such as are attached to predestinarian 
principles, the course we recommend 
would probably be the most efficacious. 
The texts which Mr. G. has cited will 
be aliowed, at least by many of them, to 
establish decisively the fairness and 
universality of the gospel offer, but they 
will not be considered by them as stand- 
ing opposed, in any way, to their views 
of predestination, 
The eighteenth and nineteenth ser. 
mons, “on the christian characters of 
youth,’’ are calculated to be highly use- 
ful; but our limits will not allow us to 
é¢xamine them in detail, The observa- 
tions on amusements appear to us to be 
extremely just and seasonable. 
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The twentieth, which is the last ser- 
mon, is on the important text, ‘* What 
must I do to be saved ?” andit ably and 
scripturally exposes the erroneous an- 
swers which are commonly given to 
this question—* Be decent,’’ it is said 
by some, “ God is not a rigorous mas- 
ter; “and though he uses strong lan- 
guage in the scriptures,” * he will not 
call us to.a strict account for the mod- 
erate. indulgence of our desires.”— 
% The meaning of counsel,” (as Mr. 
Gisborne shrewdly observes, ) ‘*is often 
illustrated by looking to the conduct of 
the counsellor. Survey the. general 
conduct of the men who offer this coun. 
sel. What is the ordinary course’ of 
their lives? Altogether worldly,’’— 
“One is habitually sensual, another 
proud, another covetous, another un- 
chaste.” (p. 424.) A. second answer 
which Mr. Gisborne shews to be er- 
roneous is, thata man must be amiable, 
—“‘be candid. Judge noone ;’’—“study 
to please all.’—“ To cheerfulness add 
liberality, according to your conve- 


Nience.’’—“‘ How many. selfish, how 


many deceitful, how many abandoned 
men,” (observes the pious writer) 
“ have corresponded with this descrip- 
tion »’—‘* What proof is’ here to be 
found of. sanctity, of heavenly minded- 
ness, of superiority to the world, of 
mortification of the corruptions of the 
heart; of those. dispositions. towards 
God the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost, which the scriptures incessantly 
inculcate and demand ?”’ (p. 426.) Be 
useful” isa third answer. But religion, 
as Mr. Gisborne“insists, is not summed 
up in usefulness. ‘* We are to do all 
to the glory of God, that God in all 
things may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ’ Lastly, The union of these 
Gualities with a certain kind of common 
profession of trust in Christ is pointed 
out to be insufficient. The natuteofa 
true faith in the Redeemer is then treat- 
ed of. This is declared to be, not 
merely an admission that the Bible is 
true, nor a faith terminating in the un- 
derstanding. It must, indeed, con- 
vince the judgment, “because our 
Maker deals with us as rational crea- 
tures.” ‘But the heart is its object. 
There it must dwell, There it must 
reign. Believe with the heart in the 
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Lord Jesus Christ, and thou:-shalt be 
saved.’’ (p. 432.) 

What then, adds our author, does 
christian faith, as governing the hear, 
include?‘ It implies a deep sense of 
our own inherent corruption,”—“ ay 
awful consciousness of the punishment 
to which we have justly become obnox.- 
ious,”?>—* a decided conviction of ou 
own inability to discharge any part of our 
debt to divine justice,” 
sire to be rescued from the future do. 
minion of sin,’—“an experimental 
knowledge that, if we are abandoned to 
our natural strength, we. shall unques- 
tionably be the prey of sin as hereto- 
fore,”?—“ an undoubting belief that in 
Christ Jesus is perfect salvation ;_per- 
fect wisdom and righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption ;” and “a 
cordial assurance that he alone. is the 
way, the truth, and the life, that no man 
cometh unto the Father but by him,” (p. 
433.) whkte: 

The concluding part of this sermon 
is peculiarly interesting and animated, 
We have seldom seen the character of 
a‘believerin Christ more justly or more 
feelingly portrayed, than it is in the 
following passage ; which cannot fail to 
approve itself to the conscience of every 
one who is conversant with the writings 
of Christ and his apostles, or who pos. 


sesses in any measure a spiritual taste 
and discernment: ; 


‘** How then will this faith manifest itself? 
By its fruits ; by its efficacy in impelling and 
constraining us to act in every respect confor- 
mably to its nature. If we believe ourselves 
to. be radically corrupt; we shall renounce, 
with disgust, the idea of professing any righ- 
teousness of our own. If we believe ourselves 
obnoxious to punishment ; we shall devoutly 
apply for an interest in the appointed ransom. 
If we believe ourselves utterly unable to dis- 
charge any portion of the demands, which the 
avenging justice of Ged urges against us ; we 
shall confess that our deliverance, if we are 
delivered, will be an act of free and unmerited 
sina If we are fervently desirous of future 

oliness ; we shall seek, with proportionate s0- 
licitude, the renewing influence of the spirit of 
sanctification, If we are convinced that, left 
to ourselves, we cannot but fall; we shall 
place our whole reliance on. the: continued 
guidance and support of the Holy Ghost. If 
we are convinced that Jesus Christ is an all- 
sufficient Saviour; to him we shall have re- 
course for salvation. If we are satisfied that 


there is salvation in no other, that there is 7° 
other name under beaven given among men 
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whereby we may be saved; to him alone we 
shall commit our souls. ‘To him we shall fly, 
as the lamb of God who taketh away thesins 
of the whole world: as having made atone- 
ment even for us by his blood : as our present 
advocate with the Father: as ever living to 
make intercession for us: as having the suc- 
cours of the Holy Spirit at his disposal : as 
invested with all power in earth and heavens 
as loving us with unparalleled affection: as 
watching over us with unwearied care : as our 
example, our instructer, our law-giver: as hav- 
ing ascended into the mansions of his Father 
to prepare a place for his servants: as again 
to return in glory, that he may raise all the 
nerations of man from the grave : judge the 
assembled world in righteousness ; receive his 
faithful followers. to himself; and seal up the 
wicked with the devil and his angels in the 
abodes of unutterable and everlasting destruc- 
tion, | ‘ | 
«¢ These are the fruits of faith, when first it 
brings the sinner to the foot of the. cross. 
What are its fruits, when rising from the foot 
of the cross, the penitent sinner proceeds to 
approve himself the servant of that Lord, who 
loved him and gave himseif for him ? Its fruits 
are unto holiness, Looting unto Fesus, the au- 
thor and finisher of his Saith, the penitent sinner 
actuated by a new principle, living to new ob- 
jects, devoted to a new master, labours in the 
strength of his Redeemer’s grace to become 
dead dnto sin and alive only unto righteous- 
ness. He is eager to manifest his gratitude 
to his Saviour. To the laws of Christ he 
cheerfully and unreservedly submits. In the 
steps of Christ he endeavours to tread. The 
glory of Christ he 1s watchful and zealous to 
promote. In God, the Father of his crucified 
Lord, he behulds a father reconciled even to 
him. In his brethrenof the household of faith 
he beholds men united to himself not merely 
by the common. ties of nature, but by the ad- 
ditional and sacred bands of redeeming love. 
Even in the wicked he beholds those whom 
the Son of God died to save: whom God still 
spares that they may accept salvation through 
his Son. Hence active love to God and man 
characterize the servant of Christ. Fearful of 
falling short of the glorious salvation set be- 
foré him ; aware ofthe tremendous power of 
his spiritual enemy, vet not cast down, because 
he rests on the arm of an Almighty Redeem- 
er: he studies to adorn the doctrine of God 
his Saviour in all things, to be a pattern of 
every good work. Waiting for the coming of 
his Lord, looking forward te things unseen, he 
displays not only the active virtues of the 
christian character, but those also which are 
Passive: resignation to the appointments of 
God, patient endurance of afflictions, unweari- 
forgiveness of injuries, willingness to bear 
contempt.and reproach for righteousness sake, 
no degree relying for acceptance; on’ his 
works ; but conscious that, unless his faith is 
evidenced by habitual works of holiness, he 
ever shall see the Lord; he unremittingly 
urs to maintain a conscience void of of- 
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fence towards God and towards man, Thus 
faith worketh by love, and by. works proves 
itself to be perfect.” (p, 433—437,) 
The comparison which follows of our 
religious advantages with these of other 
parts of Christendom, and of the follow- 
ers of Mahomet; and the allusion af- 
terwards made to the judgments with 
which the Almighty is now visiting the 
earth, are remarkably well expressed. 
(pr 439441.) °°. Bi: 
The largeness of our. quotations, and, 
we may add, the freedom of our re- 
marks, will sufficiently shew how high- 
ly we esteem this second volume of 
Mr. Gisborne’s discourses. We could 
notice a few trifling faults in the style, 
such as the frequent repetition of the 
same word, and the long succession of 
expostulatory questions, which occa- 
sionally occur. Peculiarities of this sort 
may suit the manner of the preacher, 
and therefore, perhaps, give force to his 
discourses in the pulpit ; but they are 
not attended with a similar advantage 
when. they come from the press... Oa 
the whole, however, we profess our- 
selves to be great admirers of the style 
of Mr, Gisborne: It is correct, per- 
spicuous, and forcible. His illustra- 
tions are always happy and well chosen ; 
and they serve to give interest and ani- 
mation to his writings. And his cha- 
racters are drawn with a discrimination 
and justness of colouring, which prove 
him to have maturely studied the volume: 
of the human heart. We are, hows 
ever, much less occupied with the con- 
templation of Mr. Gisborne’s style, than 
of the great and essential service which 
an author of his talents and rank in life 
renders to the community, by so faith- 
fully exposing the defects of fashion- 
able christianity, and so powerfully re- 
commending the true faith and practice 
of the gospel. We close the present 
volume with sentiments, if possible, of 
increased respect for the pious author - 
and we very earnestly pray that his zea- 
lous exertions to promote the interests 
of Christ’s kingdem may. be aticnded 
With extensive and lasting effects. 
S€LX. Aconcise Statement of the Question re- 
' Wrrtite the Abolition of ft Sin Trade, 
London, Hatchard, 1804. Price 2s. pp. 79; 
Tue same circomstance which has led 
to the publication “of this pamphlet, 























$10 Review of a Statement of the Arguments on the Slave Trade. [May, 


hamely, the early prospect of a parlia- 


mentary discussion of the Slave Trade, 
induces us to seize the first opportuni- 
ty of laying an analysis of it before our 
readers. 

The argumentis thus arranged. From 
a general view of the trade, an inference 
is drawn that the onus frodandi rests on 
those who defend it. The arguments 
which they adduce inits favour are then 
examined at length: as they refer to 
the interests of the Africans ; of those 
directly engaged in the Slave Trade ; 
and of the West Indies, . The new mo- 
tives to abolition, derived from the state 
of St. Domingo, are also adverted to. _ 
’” Having stated the solemn resolution 
of the House of Commons in 1792, fix- 
ing, after the most ample investigation, 
the period of abolition on the first day 
of January 1796; and having reminded 
the members of that house of the vast 
importance of the vote which they will 
shortly have to give on the same ques- 
tion: the author proceeds to take a ge- 
néral view of the Slave Trade. 
“The intercourse which subsists be- 
tween Africa and the West Indies re- 
sembles the connexion between an agri- 
cultural country, where cattle are used 
for food or tillage; and those barren 
districts where they are raised ; and the 
nature of the work for which slaves are 
wanted may also be compared to that of 
beasts employed in cultivation. In Af- 
fica Slaves are procured not only by 
means which the African laws sanction, 
such as debt, and convictions for adul- 
tery or witchcraft; but also by every 
species of fraud and illegal violence. 
Torn from every thing dear to them, 
they are crowded into the’ hold of a 
Slave ship, and transported to the West 
Indies. By the horrors of this middle 
passage an average mortality is occa- 
sioned of 12 per cent: exclusive of 
those lost in the seasoning, who are es- 
timated to amount to one-third of the 
whole. Rewards, indeed, have lately 
been held out to such vessels, as*reach 
the West Indies, with only a certain loss 
of slaves per cent,: but what does this 
prove, but that the trade is so connect. 
ed with tortureand murder, that a boun- 
ty is required to diminish the waste of 
life which it'tends to occasion ? Arrived 
in the West Indies thé negroes become 


the property of the first purchaser, and 
are transferable by him at pleasure like 
his inanimate effects.. Their master is 
also, In general, the absolute arbiter of 
the extent and mode of their. labour, 
and of the quantum of their subsistence - 
and they are disciplined and punished at 
his discretion, direct privation of life or 
member only excepted. The usual 
mode of their labour is similar to tha: 
of horses or oxen in thiscountty. They 
are driven to their work by the lash of 
a cart-whip, which respects in its ap. 
plication neither sex nor strength; and 
which, during the hours appointed for 
labour, allows to individuals “ no breath. 
ing time, no resting on the hoe, no 
pause of languor.”’* 
_ Such being the nature of the Slave 
Trade, the burden of the argument is 
necessarily thrown on those who would 
defend so inhuman and unnatural a 
commerce. Accordingly, . after. re. 
marking on the folly of confounding 
with the views of abolitionists in this 
country the insane projects of French 
emancipation, (the effects of. which 
furnish some of the most powerful 
arguments against the trade), the au- 
thor proceeds to consider the reason. 
ings advanced by the advocates of the 
trade in its vindication. | 

1. It has actually been maintained, 
that “the Slave Trade is necessary to 
the civilization of Africa.” Similar 
reasoning was employed by the Spa- 
niards to justify their cruelties to the 
hative Americans: but it. would be 
wasting time to refute such a monstrous 
position. ‘i 4 7 

2. The defenders of this trade have 
maintained, that “slavery has existed 
in all agés and countries:” as if any 
degree of antiquity or universality 
could justify an atrocious crime. They 
have even impiously taxed the blessed 
doctrines of our holy religion with 
lending their sanction to this trade : as 
if any ingenuity could twist the gospel 
of Jesus Christ into’ a communion with 
the wholesale destruction of innocent 
life. (p. 24.) Sige 


* Seeian accurate description of the ordina- 
ry mode: of field labour in the West Indies, 
(from.which the above is taken) in “the Cris's 
of the Sugar Colonies,” p. 8, extracted in the 
Christian Observer, Vol. 1. p. 309. 
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3, It has been maintained, that ** the 
chief sources of the Slave Trade are, 
war and crimes.’ But granting this, 
does not the’ Slave Trade, as Mr. 
Brougham justly observes in his “ Co- 
jonial Policy,’ (Vol. II. p. 564) hold 
out a premium for the encouragement 
of wars and of futile accusations? It 
must be allowed that wars and_. false 
accusations might exist in Africa inde- 
pendent of the Slave Tradé: but it 
cannot fairly be denied that more of 
these are engendered by the Slave 
Trade than by any other cause, The 
receivers of stolen goods are the great 
encouragers of robberies and thefis, 
Their expulsion from the land might 
not abolish these crimes: but would it 
not be absurd to dispute, on that ac- 
count, the propriety of expelling them ? 
As to the argument that massacres 
would be the consequence of the abo- 
lition, it is very satisfactorily obviated 
by the same ingenious writer both by 
an appeal to reason, and to facts bor- 
rowed f travellers who are them- 
selves defenders of the Slave Trade, 
viz. Sonnini, Edwards, Bruce, and 
Park. : 

4. But it is said that * the abolition 
of the trade by one nation would not 
benefit Africa. If we should relinquish 
it, France, Holland, &c. would take it 
up.’ But surely we can prevent the 
importation of negroes, by any other 
Nation, into our own colonies; and 
these are the chief drain of Africa. 
The share of the trade, therefore, 
which will fall to other nations, can 
only be that part which we carry on for 
the supply of steir colonies. But the 


same argument has, in fact, been em- . 


ployed by the French, Dutch, &c.; 
So that this “trade of iniquity and 
shame is to be supported to all eternity, 
because each of the parties may. say, 
that the others might continue it!?? 
There is a language more becoming 
this great nation, “ We have been the 
ringleaders in the crime, let us be the 


first to repent, and set an example of 
amendment?” (p. 31.) | 


These are the only arguments which 


have been. invented to. palliate. the 
enormity of our national guilt as it 
affects Africa; and their weakness and 
futility are sufficiently apparent. The 
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reasons urged in favour: of the Slave 
Trade, from its utility to. the. states 
engaged init, are next to be considered. 

1, * The capital employed in the 
Slave Trade, if suddenly thrown out of 
employment, would give a serious blow 
to our commerce.” The official value; 
however, of our exports to Africa on 
account of the Slave Trade, from the 
year 1790 to 1800, was only £.846,469. 
annually, or one thirty-fourth part of the 
average capital employed in our export 
trade during the same time. The 
profits of the negro traffic are more. 
over very uncertain, and the returns 
peculiarly slow. An increase of the 
legitimate African Trade might be 
expected to follow the abolition:of that 
in Slaves. And eyen if this were not 
the case, the other branches of our 
commerce would afford, ready employ. 
ment for. the small pittance thrown out 
of the Slave Trade. The average of 
the capital employed in the exports of 
Great Britain, during the three years 
ending in 1800, was above fifty millions : 
during the three preceding years up. 
wards of thirty-eight millions. - If em- 
ployment was thus suddenly found for 
above eleven millions of capital, how 


could the country sustain any shock - 


from the shifting of a tenth part. of 
the sum? But this last argument is 
wholly incompatible with the argument 
that foreign nations will take up the 
trade if we leave it. The capital which 
they vest in this trade must be taken 
from some other channel, and the blank 
thus caused will be exactly supplied by 
the British capital withdrawn from the 
Slave Trade. E tei ta we 
2. “ Fhe Slave Trade is necessary: 
to the support of the British navy.” 
The Slave Trade, however, supports 


not a sixtieth part of our tonnage, and 


employs not a twenty-seventh -part of 
our seamen... This disproportion, of 


seamen to tonnage. arises from the 
great mortality in’ this trade compared 
with any other, . From .the, muster 
rolls of Liverpool and Bristol, it, ap- 
pears that of twelve thousand two, bun- 
dred and sixty-three persons employed 
in Slave ships, two thousand six hun- 
dred and forty-three were lost. in a 
year, whereas of the same number 
employed in the West India. trade, 
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which is not the most healthful branch 
of our commerce, not above three 
hundred and twenty-five perished in the 
same time. There can, therefore, be 
no greater abuse of language than to 
cali the Slave Trade “the nursery of 
the British navy.” 

Thus it appears that the arguments 
in favour of the Slave Trade, as neces- 
sary te our commercial interests or 
maritime power, rest on no tenable 
ground. The question remains to be 


. considered as it relates to the West 


Indies. : 
1.-It is asserted, that “ Europeans 
cannot labour in a West Indian cli- 
mate,” and that “the negroes, who 
alone are fit to do so, can only be made 
to work by the lash.” But the ques- 
tion at present is not whether the 
Siaves in the West Indies shall be 
emancipated, but whether more shall 
be imported. 
2. But “ the importation of negroes 
is necessary for keeping up the stock 
already on hand.’’ © In other words, the 
treatment of these men diminishes their 
numbers, and prevents their natural 
increase : so that it is justifiable to go 
on kidnapping and purchasing men 
whom we may. murder. Bat not to 
insist on this view of the case, the most 
unfavourable to West Indians which 
can be taken, it may easily be proved, 
by documents drawn from those who 
are most hostile to abolition, that the 
stock of negroes in the islands would 
be kept up and even increased by 
breeding, without the aid of importa- 
tions. All those causes also of decrease, 
which are directly or remotely referable 
tothe Slave Trade, (and these. are. nu- 
merous and powerful, ) being removed ; 
the natural increase would proceed with 
redoubled veiocity. 


3. ‘In case of abolition, a stop 

- would be put to the prosecution ofall 
the schemes formed for clearing fresh 

lands and extending cultivation.”’ ‘But 

is it not extravagant to expect that, 

after having proved the radical iniquity 

of this traffic, and that various innocent 

methods of employing capital might be 

substituted ; such a trade shouldbe 

continued, merely because some men 

hope, from its continuance, to acquire 

or increase their fortunes? The abo- 
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lition might be a disappointment, but 
it could be no actual loss to such men: 
nor could they have any more claim for 
indemnification, than a merchant would 
have who had bought woollens to’sup. 


ply the Lisbon market, but who was 


disappointed in his hope of'a sale by 
our annulment of the Methuen treaty, 
“Can any policy,’’ observes Mr. Broug- 
ham, when discussing this point in his 
“ Colonial Policy,” “ be more con- 
temptible than that which would refuse 


its sanction to such a measure, for fear 


of disappointing these men who had 
arranged their plans with the hopes of 
fattening upon the plunder of the pub- 
lic character and virtue ?” 

‘4. The advocates of the Slave Trade 
coatend, that “the abolition of this 
traffic belongs not to the British pertia- 
ment but tothe colonial legislatures,” 
The weakness and absurdity of such a 
claim is, however, very satisfactorily 
exposed by this anonymous but abic 
writer; (p. 52—55.)as it also is in “ the 
Crisis of the Sugar Colonies,” a pam- 
phlet highly deserving the perusal of 
every man who takes any interest in 
the present question. 

Having exposed the total insuffici- 
ency of the arguments. urged in de- 
fence of the Slave Trade, the author 
proceeds to-consider the direct effets 
of this traffic upon the wealth, the 
manners, and the security of the West 
Indian colonies. It is universsliy ad- 
mitted, that the nearer a Slave is per- 
mitted to approach the condition of a 
free labourer, the more productive 
will his work become. But so long as 
plantations are entrusted, as is, gene- 
rally the case, to the management of 
men, who have no interest in preserv- 
ing the negroes, so long as the blanks 
caused by their bad. management can 
be supplied at the expense of the mas- 
ter: and solong, it might have been 
added, as’ masters are allowed to 
speculate in the flesh and blood -and 
bones of their fellow-creatures: little 
amelioration in the condition of the 
Slaves is to be expected. Some plan 
is therefore necessary to rouse the 
attention of West Indians to their best 
interests: and what measure so likely 
to do this as abolition ? Few will con- 
tinue so insane as to work out their 














stock when they can no longer fill up 
the blanks their cruelty has caused. 
Breeding will be more attended to. 
The experience of America has prov- 
ed, that a rapid natural increase will 
follow the prohibition of importations. 
And besides the pecuniary advantages 
to the planters individually, which 
would accrue from such a measure, 
numerous benefits of a moral and po- 
litical kind, now rendered unattainable 
by the continuance of the Slave Trade, 
would be the natural and even neces- 
sary Consequence. 

The cruel treatment of Slaves is as 
unfavourable to the security as to the 
wealth of the West Indies; and his- 
tory proves, what the apologists of 
West Indian policy have affected to 
deny, that the proneness of the negroes 
to revolt is in proportion to the cruelty 
and parsimony of their masters. The 
testimony of M. Malouet, himself an 
old colonial magistrate and strongly 
attached to the slave system, is adduc. 
ed in confirmation of this statement, 
and is decisive The danger of in. 
surrection, it must also be acknowl- 
edged, is greater among newly impor- 
ted Slaves than among those born in 
the islands. The proportion, therefore, 
which the former bear to the latter is 
a matter of the most serious concern, 
Imported negroes, for obvious rea- 
sons, have been the first to join in 
rebellion, and are always the most re- 
fractory. To keep them in order, as 
well as to teach them to work, the 
utmost severity is necessary; the 
effect of which is to dispose them still 
more to obey‘the ‘first signal of insur- 
rection. 

St. Domingo furnishes a fatal but 
instructive example of the truth‘ of 
this position. During the sixteen 
years preceding the revolution in that 
island, three hundred and thirty five 
thousand negroes, on the lowest com- 
putation, were imported into it from 
Africa: but the actual increase of the 
negroes in that time was only two 
hundred and five thousand : the whole 

number in 1775, according to the of- 
~ ficial returns, being two hundred and 
fifty thousand ; and in 1790 four hun. 
dred and fifty‘five thousand. The 
Christ. Obsery. No. 29. 
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Mature of the treatment experienced 
by the Siayes in St. Domingo may, 
from this statement, be easily. tk 
mated: and the conclusion to which it 
leads is confirmed by the calculations 
both of Baron Wimpffen and M. Ma- 
louet. From these it clearly appears, 
that the mortality among the imported 
negroes was about five times greater, 
and the births five times less; and 
that the mortality of the whole stock 
was between two and three times grea- | 
ter than that of the natives of any 
other country upon earth: “ a suffici- 
ent commentary,’’ adds the author, 
* upon the boasted humanity of the 
planters in the French islands, and a 
useful lessen upon the profits of the 
slave system.’’ The tremendous ef. 
fects of that system have been forcibly 
demonstrated by the ineffable horrors 
of a fourteen years servile war ; and by 
the establishment in the middle of our 
Slave Colonies, and within the visible 
horizon of Jamaica, of an African com- 
monwealth, inspired with. irreconcil- 
able enmity to all that bears the name 
of negro bondage. Are the Slaves of 
Jamaica ignorant of this ? and ifnot will 
it be supposed that they now kiss their 
chains with more devotion ? Admitting 
Jamaica to be safe from the attack of 
this new power, is not the example a 
reason for deprecating the maltreat- 
ment of slaves, the disproportion of 
whites, and the increase of imported 
negroes? “ When the fire.is raging to 
windward, is it the proper time for 
stirring up every thing that is combus- 
tible in your warehouses, and throwing 
into them new loads of materials still 
more prone to explosion?” In short, 
the planters have now to choose be- 
tween the immediate total abolition of 
the Slave Trade and the abolition of 
Slavery. 


Thus have we followed this able and 
ingenious writer through the whole of 
his pamphlet, to which, however, we 
must profess ourselves unable to do 
justice by any abstract our limits are 
capable ofreceiving. He deserves our 
best thanks, and those of every friend 
of humanity, for this luminous, com- 
prehensive, and seasonable statement 
of the almost forgotten arguments for 

238 




























mat 

314 Literary and 
the abolition of the Slave Trade: and 
we trust it will have been very general- 
ly read by the members of the legisla. 
ture, previous to the approaching dis- 
cussion in parliament. His facts are, 
in general, judiciously selected, and 
his reasoning happily applied. He 
seems also to haye justly appreciated 
thefmoral susceptibilities of those with 
whose prejudices he has had chiefly to 
gontend. He adverts, indeed, to the 
paramount claims of national justice,” 
and to the obligations of “ the gospel 
of peace ;” but he has given no peculiar 
prominence to these topics. He seems 
himself, indeed, to feel their force: but 
with an acute perception of the real dif- 
ficulties of the question at issue, he di- 
rects his reasoning chiefly to considera- 
tionsofinterest; perhaps the only ground 
on which the minds of those who de- 
fend the Slave Trade are accessible. 

Some objectionable expressions, 
which occur in this pamphlet, are pro- 
bably the effect of that haste with which 
it has evidently been prepared for the 
press. We agree with the author that 
the abolition of the Slave Trade, and 
the emancipation of the Slaves, are 
questions wholly distinct ; and that the 
latter is no consequence of the former: 
but we do not perceive the chain of 
réasoning by which he is led to assume 
their incompatibility, p. 2. By the am- 
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biguous expression “ radical difference 
of the race,’’ p. 15, the author seems to 
countenance an opinion which we have 
no reason to attribute to him, and which, 
we believe, is now nearly confined to 
the Philosophists of the Antilles. We 
observe that, in speaking of the blacks 
of St. Domingo, he generally applies 
to them.the epithet “ savage :” but 
surely the government of Toussaint 
furnished no proof of the fairness of 
this appellation ; and the author must 
have superficially perused the history 
of the contest, which has ended in the 
establishment of negro liberty in that 
island ; if he hesitates for a moment to 
pronounce the French infinitely more 
savage than their sable antagonists. 
To conclude.—We heartily pray 
that the efforts which are making both 
in and out of parliament, in favour of 
the oppressed African race, may issue 
at length, through the divine favour, in 
wiping out the foul stain with which 
the Slave Trade has polluted our nation- 
al character. As anation we have pro. 
fessed to fast and to humble ourselves 
béfore God. But will God regard our 
fast, if we continue to smite with the 
fist of wickedness, and to rivet instead 
of loosing the bands of oppression { Or 
will he accept the sacrifice which is 


mingled with the blood of our fellow- 
creatures ? 


LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL INTELLIGENCE, &c. &c. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 
Tue following is an account of the ordinary 
revenues and extraordinary resources, con- 
stituting the public income of Great Britain for 
the year ending the Sth of January 1804. 


ORDINARY REVENUES. 
’ Permanent Taxes. 


‘Customs . ° £,:7,776,775 
Excise . ‘ 18,372,211 
Stamps ° ‘ 3,546,575 
Land and assessed taxes 5,951,661 
Post Office 1,075,600 
Pensions and salaries 105,450 
Hackney coachés *e 26,457 
Hawkers and Pedlars 5,622 





3 . 36,660,354 
Small branches of the hereditary 


revenues é 4 | 143,347 


Extraordinary Resources. 


Lottery vad a nod * 


332,507 
Arrears, income duty -  - 


414,096 


Money paid for interest 


. 1,164,274 
Other small sums - 


143, 790 


38,858,373 
11,950,000 





Loans. . - 





Grand total £.50,808,373 





In the press, dn Essay on Chemical Statics, 
with copious explanatory notes, and an ap- 
pendix on Animal and Vegetable Matters; 
translated from the French of M. Berthollet, 
by B. Lambert, in two volumes octavo.—An 
experimental Inquiry into the Nature and Propa- 


(gation of Heat, by Jobn Leslie, in one volume 


octavogeillustrated by plates —Principles of the 
Newtonian Philosophy; or, a Mathematical 
Demonstration of the Properties of Matter; 
of the Air; of Heat, Cold, Light, and its ef- 
fects ; of the Properties of the Ocean; Rivers, 
Mountains, &c. by Dr. Turner, in one volume 
octavo.—An Introduction to Botany, by Dr- 
Barton, of Philadelphia ; with alterations 
adapting the work to this country, in one ve 
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lume.—A new edition in quarto, upon a very 
enlarged scule, of Lempriere’s Bibliotheca 
Classica.—A View of the Climate and Soil of 
the United States of America, &c. &c. translat- 
ed from the French of C. F. Valney, in one 
jarge volume octavo.— Memoirs of the Life of 
Dr. Fames Beattie, with a View of the State 
of Literature in Scotland during the last cen- 
tury, by Mr. Alexander Bowyer. 

Mr, W. Wilkins, of Gonvil and Caius Col- 
lege, Cambridge, is bringing forward a very 
- elegant publication of the Antiquities of Mag- 
na Grecia. Itis to comprise the remains of 
Grecian architecture yet existing at Syracuse, 
Agrigentum, Selinus, and Segestum, in Sicily ; 
the three temples of Posidonia or Poestum, in 
Calabria ; ther with the fragments of two 
temples in the island of Malta.. ‘The whole 
will form upwards of sixty plates, with letter- 
press descriptions ; and will follow, in design, 
Mr. Stuart’s Antiquities of Athens, and Dr. 
Chandler’s Antiquities of Tonia, published by 
the Dilettanti Society. . 

On the 15th of May was published, both in 
Philadelphia and in London, the first. volume, 
_ in quarto, of the Life of General Washington. 
It is compiled by Mr. Marshall, chief justice 
of the United States, fram original papers 
communicated to him by the General’snephew 
and heir, the Honourable Bushrod Washing- 
ton, under whose immediate superintendance 
the work is published. Mr. Marshall has pre- 
fixed an introduction, containing a compendi- 
ous history of the American Colonies, from 
their settlement to the era of their indepen- 
dence. The work will extend to four or five 
volumes. An edition in octavo will also be 
published of each volume in succession. The 
MS. of each volume is sent over to this coun- 
try, and ‘the publication of that volume in 
America is delayed, till it is ready to appear 
here. This publication of the work on the 
same day in London and Philadelphia is a 
feature of literary speculation, which will pro- 
bably become common, when the state of so- 
ciety in America shall render the productions 
of its genius sufficiently attractive to the in- 
habitants of the mother couatry, This publi- 
cation is remarkable, in furnishing the ‘first 
instance of valuable American copy tight. 
So greatly, indeed, has it excited public ex- 
pectation, that the sum of seventy thousand 
. dojlars has been given, it is said, for the Ame- 
rican copy right, and one thousand guineas 
for the English. ¥ 

It may prove a very useful piece of infor- 
mation to some of our femailé readers, that 
the inflammability of Muslin dresses may be 
prevented by rinsing them out in alum water 
made by dissolving the proportion of a hen’ 
egg, or even less, in a quart of watery 7 
this simple means all danger of the Tos: 
will be prevented, any one may have sufficient 
evidence, by burning a rag of muslin, so rins- 







‘ed and dried, and then another rag unprepar- 


ed. The first will burn gradually, and with 


difficulty ; while the second will flame away 
instantly, 
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Dr. Stenhouse, of Edinburgh, has adopted 
a method for the cure of the Gout, as remarka- 
ble for its simplicity as for its immediate ef- 
fect. This is nothing more than holding the 
affected part over hot or boiling water. He 
considers gout as proceeding from obstruc- 
tion. By the action of steam the fibres are 
relaxed ; or, what is the same thing, the pres- 
sure of the commen atmosphere is diminish. 
ed, and the cure of course follows. In case 
the stomach or bowels were attacked, he 
would immerse the whole body in a hogshead 
of steam. He has cured this disorder in him- 
self, by this method, in a very short time, both 
in his hand and his foot ; and he has been in 
good health and free from gout ever since he 
tried these experiments, though very near 
seventy years of age. This -vapour bath 
ought to be repeated several times, even after 
the pain is removed, in order to effect a radi- 
cal ctire. ' 

Fresh meat, beef and mutton, has been pre- 
served in a sound state during a voyage to the 
West Indies, by the fellowing method. As 
soon as the meat was cold it was cut up in 
quarters, and sprinkled with the following in- 
gredients ; lignum vitzin fine chips one pound, 
common salt four ounces, coarse sugar four 
ounces, salt prunella half an ounce. When it 
was well sprinkled, the whole was closed up 
in sheet lead, laid in a chest, and filled in with 


fresh saw-dust.. Meat so prepared has been 
kept two months in the finest order. When 
taken out to be dressed, it should be wiped and 


scraped clean, and roasted as quick as possible. 
FRANCE. 


M. Lalande published last year a work, en- 
titled Bibliograpbie Astronomique, in a. quarto 
volume of nine hundred pages. It contains 
as large a catalogue as he was able to form, 
in the course ,of thirty years, of all the astro- 
nomers and all the works on astronomy, which 
have appeared for two thousand years. 

- The Connoissance des Temps, for the year 
thirteen, contains a new Catalogue of Known 
Stars, which carries the number up to thir- 
teen thousand. , : 


 Pinkerton’s Modern Geography has been, 


translated into French, by M. Walkoner; to 
which translation M. Lacroix has prefixed an 
elaborate introduction. 
ITALY, 
The Pope ordered considerable subterra- 


wean researches to be made at Ostium, during 


the Winter and Spring of last year, which led 
to the discovery of several fine statues, besides 
a number of pillars and pieces of Mosaic 
work,with eight hundred coins chiefly bronze, 


and for the most part of the times of Trajan 


and Adrian. He has also ordered the earth 
and ruins to be removed from the bases of 
the most considerable and important monu- 
ments, such as the Colliseum, the Arch of 
Titus, that of Septimius Severus, Ke. &e, 
which has led to some interesting discoveries, 
The present pontiff is said to shew a warm 
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inclination to encourage the arts to the utmost 
extent of his limited means. 


GERMANY. 

Clark’s Progress of Maritime Discovery is 
translating into the German language, by M. 
Weyland, of Weimar. 

M. B. Bergman, who has passed three 
years among the Kalmucs, is preparing to 
publish a work; entitled Mongolian Papers 
collected in the Country of the Kalmucs, It will 
consist of five volumes octavo. 

Baron D’Aretin, Librarian to the Elector of 
Bavaria, at Munich, has discovered, in the 
central library of that city, an old MS. of the 
thirteenth century, which contains a Treatise 
on the Greeé Fire, and not only gives an ac- 
count of the method of preparing it, supposed 
by the learned to be lost, but also a process 
for making gunpowder similar to that follow- 
ed at present. 


HOLLAND. 


The abject condition of the once great and 
‘United Provincés,” is demonstrated in the 
state of the press. A proof-sheet of every 
new work, newspaper, &c. is required to be 
submitted to the French resident or commis-. 
sary of each place, before it is permitted to 
be published ; and in the event of his disap- 
proval, whether from policy, caprice, or an in- 
satiable thirst of plunder, it is suppressed with- 
out even the form of an appeal. From one 
or other of these causes, Rotterdam was late- 
ly deprived, for ten days, of a newspaper of 
extensive circulation, 


DENMARKs. 


The King of Denmark has lately granted 
to Mesgrs. Elias Gruner and Co. the privilege 
of expediting by the post, the Sound List ; 
that is to say, the account of the number of 
ships which pass that strait, With the names 
of the captains, the state of the cargoes, their 
arrival, departure, designation, &c. to which 
will be annexed details of the daily tempera- 
ture, &c.; in short, all the news of Elsineur 
which has any relation to commerce and navi- 

ation. By this means, foreign merchants 
will be enabled to procure regularly, and at a 
moderate price, very valuable documents, 


which cannot otherwise be had but with great 
difficulty. | , 


SWEDEN. 
Dr. Guesnel, of Stockholm, is preparing for 


the press a Descriptive Account of the Natural 


Productions of Lapiand, He has spent several 
years in that country, sisi 


RUSSIA. 


The Emperor Continues to give proofs of 
his zeal for the diffusion of knowle ig 
his subjects. For this purpose it has been 
ordered, that at the university of Moscow, 
besides the usual lectures to the students, 
lectures shall be read for the public at large, 
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dge among: 


~ 4 


on Natural History, Physics, Commercial 
Science, and the Histery of the European 
States. | 

A seminary was lately projected in Russia 
for the education of the teachers of schools, 
It was opened on the 15th of January, with 
great solemnity. 2 

The Order of Jesuits is sensibly increased 
in Russia... They have- lately obtained per. 
mission to form establishments at Riga, As. 
tracan, Jaffa, and Odessa. 

Lalande observes in his History of Astrono. 
my for the Year 1803, ‘‘ Hitherto we have seen 
no native of Russia distinguish himself in that 
country by astronomy, But I experienced an 
agreeable surprise, and entertained consoling 
hopes, when I found young Alexander Oulibj. 
sheff, at the age of ten, converse with me on 
astronomy in a manner I never before witness. 
ed, even in France, from persons of twenty 
years of age, He was born at Moscow, No- 
vember 27th, 1793.” ++ 

A gentleman of the government of Woro- 
nese lately purchased from Prince Trveos- 
KOI six thousand peasants; and, at the same 


time, offered them their freedom, on condi- 


tion. of reimbursing to him the sum given to 
the Prince. The. first use which - these 
peasants made of their liberty was to write 
to the Emperor, thanking him for the Edict 
which authorizes these transactions; and ask- 
ing permission from him to-build, at theirown 
expense, a church, bearing the name of their 
benefactor. The same letter contains an offer 
to dig a canal themselves, fifteen versts in 
length, which would facilitate an intercourse 
of great commercial importance. 7 
A new periodical work has appeared at Pe- 
tersburgh, under the title of the Petersburgh 
Imperial Sournal of Trade. tis publishedin 
both the Russian and German languages. The 
first number contains a view of the History of 
Petersburgh, in which the author gives the 
_ following account of the present state of that 
Capital and of its trade. The city contains 
seven thousand one hundred and twenty-four 
houses, many of them of considerable size, 
and. two: hundred and: nine thousand inhabi- 
tants. The increase of its trade is remarkable. 
The amount of the exports was, 


In the year 1742, 2,479,656 roubles, 
1752, 4,353,694 
1762, 5,217,006 
1772, . 6,451,494 
. 1782,.. 11,467,347 
1792, 22,224,331 
1802, 30,498,663 
TURKEY. 







NYCASTLE’s Elements” Geometry 
| sen.lately tranSlated into the Turkish 
language, and printed at the press recently 
established at Constantinople. The translator 


has affixed a preface to the work, which ex- — 


hibits a curious and original specimen of the 


_ light in which the Turks view the sciences. 


— 
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LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. Gs , 1 


THEOLOGY. the Reception of Patiénts. afflicted with epi- 
| we demic and contagious Diseases. By P, Age - 
ne Character of the Christian Teacher de- gr eo Diseae re | 
Myon and the Means of forming it repre- S#lini, M.D. one ae the cinief eed geons of the: 
sented, in a Discourse delivered at Hackney, *Consular Guards, &c. Translated from the : 
Jan. 8th, 1804, for the Benefit of the Acade- Ab Ps. eary Neal, Surgeon. With ay 
ituti ij ates. 4s. ‘ 
poe pag at Exeter. By Thomas Bel Prathietie stitcs Midentidie’iaie: Wik adieoccinlt 
. The Trial of the Spirits; a seasonable Cau- State of the Lungs, intended to illustrate the 
tion against Spiritual Delusion: in Three Origin and Nature of many of ye a os im-~ 
Discourses. By the Rev, Charles Daubeny. 2s. portant Diseases; and also to afford proper 
Sermons, selected and abridged chiefly Indications to assist in their Treatment and 
from minor Authors, adapted to the Epistle, Prevention. Svo. 5s. ya : 
Gospel, or First Lesson; with Bight occasion. , _ A Dissertation on Arthritis or Gout; exhi- 
alSermons, and an Exhortation to attend Pub. biting a new View of the Origin, Nature, 
lic Worship; for the Use of Families. By the Cause, Cure, and Prevention, of that Disease ; 
Rev. 8. Clapham. Vol. IL 10s, The Exhor- illustrated by original and communicated 


ee 
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tation separately, 4d. or $s. per dozen. Cases. By Robert Kinglake, M. D. 8vo. 
mee on area Sebjecte and Occasions. . 4" Inquiry into the Rot in Sheep and other 
By George Vanbrug, LL. D. 8vo. Animals; in which a Connection is pointed 


Regular Attendance at Church the positive Out between it and some obscure and impor- 
Duty of a Christian ; or, the Sin and Danger *2t Disorders of the humap Constitution. 
of neglecting the Public Worship of God; a By Edward Harrison, M. D. 2s. : 
New Year’s Gift for the Parish. 8vo. List of the Volunteer and Yeomanry Corps 

Sermons designed to elucidate some of the of the United Kingdom ; to which are added, 
leading Doctrines of the Gospel. By the Re- the complete Regulations for the Volunteer 


- Establishment. 3s. sewed. ~ 
rr ees The Transactions of the Royal Irish Aca- . 
MISCELLANEOUS, demy. Vol. IX. 4to. £.1. 6s. 6d. boards. 


Travels in Switzerland. Translated from The Annual Register for the Year 1802. 
the French of EB. F. Lantier, by Frederick 10.6d. boards. . 

Shobert. 6 vols. 12mo., £.1. 4s. boards; or with Letter Il. of a Series of Letters onthe Im- 
folio plates, £4. 4s. : portance of the present War. By Allan Mac- 

A Dictionary of polite Literature ; or, fabu- leod, Esq, Is. te ges . 
lous History of the Heathen Gods and illus- | Reports of Residence, Residentiary Lec-. 
trious Heroes. 2 vols. 18mo. with many ele- tures, and other Matters in the Diocese of 
gant Engravings. 13s. boards; onalarger and London, for the Year 1804 By George So. 
finer Paper, with proof Plates, 21s. mers Clarke, D. D. No. 1. 2s. 6d, 

The Wonders of the Microscope; being an The Annual Review, and History of Lite« 
Illustration of the Wonders of the Creation in frature; containing’ a Critical Analysis of alk 
the minuter Parts of Nature, Embellished with the Works published during the Year 1803; 
several exceedingly large and highly curious with historical Introductions. A. Aikin, Edi- 
Plates. 2s, 6d. tor. Vol. II. £.1. 1s. boards. 

Volney’s View of the Climate and Soil of Bibliographical Dictionary, Vol. V. contain. 
the United States of North America; towhich ing a chronological Account of the most cu- 
are annexed, some Accounts of Florida, the fious, scarce, useful, and important Books 
French Colony on the Scioto, certain Cana-. published in foreign Languages; with bio- 
dian Colonies, and the Savages or Natives, graphical Anecdotes of Authors, Printers; &e. 
Translated from the French of C. F. Voiney. including the Whole of Dr. Harwood’s View 
With Maps; large 8vo. 12s. boards. of the Classics, &c. &c. 12mo. 6s, boards; or 

The Income Act explained; wherein its on royal paper, 9s. 

Intricacies are rendered intelligible. By R. The Second Volume of the- Abridgment of 
Else, Clerk to the Bath Commissioners. 2s. 6d. the Philosophical Transactions £ 2. 2s. boards. 

An Essay, Medical, Philosophical, and Che- Elements of Natural Philosophy ; explaining 
mical, on Drunkenness, and its Effects onthe the Laws and principles of Attractions, Gra- 

uman Body. By Thomas Trotter, M. D. vitatien, Mechanics, Pneumatics, Hydrosta- 
8vo0. 5s. boards. tics, Hydraulics, Electricity, and Optics ; with 
_ Pharmacopaia Medici Practice Universalis, .& general View of the Solar System, adapted 
Sistens Medicamenta Preparata et Composita, to public and private Instruction; illustrated 
cum eorum usu et dosibus. Auctore F/Swe- with Diagrams. By John Webster. 8vo. 
diaur, M. D.2.vols. 12mo. 6s. sewed. ii Strictures on the Necessity of inviolably 

servations on the Diseases called the maintaining the Navigation and Colonial Sys- 
ague, the Dysentery, the Opthalmy of tem of Great Britain. By Lord Sheffield: 
Egypt, andon the Means of Prevention, with 2s. 6d, | * 
Remarks on the Yellow Fever of Cadiz ; and Letters addressed to a noble Lord, on the 
the Description and Plan of an Hospital for Manufactures, Agriculture, and apparent— 
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Religious Intelligence....France. 


Prosperity of Scotlands; with Strictures on 
the Speculations, Morals, and Manners, of the 
Nineteenth Century, ,1s. 6d. 
». An Inquiry into the Nature and Origin of 
~ Public Wealth; and into the Means and 
~ Causes of its Increase. By the Earl of Lau- 
derdale. 8vo. 8s. 6d. boards. 
On the Landed Property of England; an 
elementary and practical Treatise: containing 


EMay, 


the Purchase, the Improvement, and_ the 
Management, of Landed Estates. By Mr. 
Marshall. 4to. 1/. lls. 6d. boards. 

The Lives of the Scottish Poets; with Pre. 
liminary Dissertations on the Literary History 
of Scotland, and the early Scottish Drama, 
By David Irving, A. M. 2vols: 8vo. 195 
boards. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FRANCE. 


It appears from LALanpe’s History 
of Astronomy for the Year 1808, that 
the French government had resolved 
upon re-establishing the Mission to 
China, “ which is equally useful,’’ says 
the astronomer, “ to the sciences and 
to political relations.” “One of our 
ablest astronomers,” he adds, ‘has 
formed the project of going thither; 
and, however great his ability may be 
here, I did not oppose this plan of go- 
ing to a distance from us, in order that 
he may be of still more service to us.” 
The religious part of this undertaking 
will be, abandoned, it may be presum- 
ed, to that feeble support which the 
emigrant clergy have been able to 
render to it since the revolution. - The 
‘religious state of France appears, in- 
deed, so deplorable, that no efforts can 
be there expected from the Papists in 
support of foreign Missions. In proof 
of this we insert the following para- 
graphs, extracted from French news- 
papers: they will be found to realize, 
im a great degree, the effects which 
we anticipated from the Concordat. 
(Christ. Observ. Vol. I. p. 261.) 

“ The Bishop of Amiens has lately opened 
in his see a subscription, intended to provide 
for the education of young men destined to 
take orders. In imploring the charity of the 
faithful, the prelate exposes in a moving man- 
ner the wants of the church, and the necessity 
for the continuance of religion, to continue the 
clerical order. ‘ Asa father,’ says he, * who 
opens his heart to his children, we unload in 
your bosoms the whole weight of out melan- 
choly inquietude. Already since our advance- 
ment to the episcopacy, sixty see under us 
have died! And who are to fill their places ? 
Others, and those in great numbers, are ad- 
vanced in their career, afflicted by infirmities : 
who are to succeed them? Good God! the 
piety of our ancestors, is it replaced in us by 
& mortal indifference? Exclusively fond of 
ourselves, will we fix all our thoughts, all our 
affections, upon the present moment, without 


having any solicitude for our posterity? And 
are we to see the happiness of future genera- 
tions sacrificed to our indifference, egotism, 
or irreligion ; by neglecting all means to be. 
re to other ages the religion of Jesus 
hrist, with the great virtues which it alone 
inspires, and with the abounding heavenly 
consolations which .religion alone gives and 
affords? The deplorable times will then soon 
come, when the night of ignorance, supersti. , 
tion, profanation, and all the shocking vices, 
their attendants, will’cover the church of 
France! Her churches will stand ; but no 
priest will be found to officiate at their altars, 
to sing with the people the praise. of the Al- 
mighty, to explain to them their duty, anc to 
shew them the way to eternal happiness! All 
charity will be extinguished. Orphans, wid. 
ows, and the children of the poor will in vain 
stretch out their hands for a morsel of bread. 
All hearts are shutto pity. The afflicted will 
in vain look for consolation—they will find 
none. The sick, in their sufferings and ago- 
nies ; the old man near to breathe his iast; 
the repentant agonizing sinners ; all in vain 
will call for the consolation and support of re- 
ligion! Fathers and mothers, if you have any 
tenderness for your offspring ; if a desite to 
preserve them from the worst of wretched- 
ness in this world, and of misery in the next, 
inspires your generous humane sentiments; 
if you do not see with indifference the ex- 
tinction of the christain faith, the total cessa- 
tion of instruction in the evangelical religion 
in your families and in France ; if you trem- 
ble in thinking on that fatal hour, on that dis- 
astrous moment, when religion descends into 
the tomb with the last of its ministers ; re- 
main not insensible to our prayers : do notre- 
fuse a small donation to our pressing solicit 
tions, which thé preservation of the most inval- 
uable of all things and your own great interest 
claim imperiously.”"—( Fournal des Debats.) 
‘¢ Such is the indifference to religion, caused 
by the persecution of our revolutionary philo- 
sophers, and our philosophical barbarians, 
that of five thousand curacies, vacant in the 
French Republic, not fifty proper subjects are 
found to fillthem'up. The faithful are, there- 
fore, forced to travel forty, fifty, and sixty 
miles to find achurch where a priest eran 
What a blessing would not our valorous chie 
magistrate receive, was he to change some © 
our military schools or pritances into religious 
Seminaties, and convert some of our military 
conscripts into religious students. All sort © 
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glory is reserved for him! he will therefore 
not leave unfinished what he has so devoutly 
begun! His reign will, therefore, by the 
faithful of ail future ages, be called the reign y 
the second resurrection of Christ.”—( Gazette de 
France.) 


The impiety of this last sentiment 
will not be thought less indicative of 
the degraded state of religion in France, 
than the complaints of the Journalists 
or the remonstrances of the Bishop of 
Amiens, 

The Chinese Mission, mentioned 
above, is very likely to have originated 
in an idea which seems to have been 
adopted by the French Government, 
that the various Missions which of late 
have been undertaken in this country 
proceed entirely from political specu- 
Jation. In the same paper, Le Journal 
des Debats, from which one of the above 
extracts has been transcribed, a detail. 
ed account was lately inserted of the 
various societies for Missions esta- 


of some of 
their proceedings; particularly the Mis- 
sionary journey into France, in the year 
1802, with the resolutions to which it 
led, of which we gave an account in our 
volume for that year, p. 748. The whole 
closes with the following observations, 
which betray a gross ignorance of the 
subject, and shew the low state of gene. 
ral information in France, 


“These details fully prove that England is 
at last occupied with an object to which she 
has hitherto appeared indifferent; and one 
cannot but ask her, How this spirit of religious 
proselytism has reached her so late? We are 
far from thinking that these Propaganda of 
London and Edinburgh will ever rival that of 
Rome. We think the Episcopalians toolordly 
ever to take up the trade of our pour Fran- 
ciscan Friars. The Methodists are too dry, 
and too much lack that unction of piety so 
necessary to success in persuasion, ever to 
work great marvels in this way; and, in the 
doctrine of Puritans and Presbyterians, there 
18 too much philosophical alloy for them ever 
to manifest a very strong desire to water, with 
their sweat or their blood, the lands of either 
the south or the north. But whatever we may 
think of this information, or of their success, 
itis easy for any one, who knows the domi- 
ant spirit of our English rivals, to see that in 
all this they only second the English ministry : 
and that this new Missionary Society is not 
ormed so much for the extension of the king- 
rs of Christ, as for extending the empire of 

© British Leopard; who hereby only seeks 
‘0 unite all his moral and physical powers, the 
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‘Ireland; and also, according to the extent of 


$id 


better to hold in his grasp all his distant con- 
quests.” a 

We cordially wish that the dreams of 
this Journalist were realized, and that’ 
our government were as eager to ex- 
tend the boundaries of christianity as 
they are here represented to be. We 
fully agree with the Journalist, that it 
would prove a good speculation even 
in a political point of view. 


EAST INDIES. 


It is with the tr@est.concern we an- 
nounce to our readers the death of the 
Rev. Mr. Gericke, the successor of the 
apostolical Swartz. He died after an 
illness of three days, leaving the nume- 
rous churches in India, which he had 
planted and watered, to mourn the loss > 
of a faithful pastor and unweariéd evan- 
eelist. May the Great Head of the 
church speedily supply the void which 
his departure has caused, and send forth 
labourers to reap those Indian fields, 
which our readers will perceive, from 
the account given in our number for 
August 1803, p. 514, are already whole 
for the harvest. ’ 


GREAT BRITAIN, Ke 
BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


We transcribe, for the information of 
our readers, a farther account of this — 
excellent and truly christian institu- 
tion, which has reached us in the course 
of the present month, 


“ A society having been formed with the 
above designation, it has been judged expedi- 
ent to submit to the public a brief statement 
of the reasons which exist for such a society, 
of the specific object which it embraces, and 
of the principles by which its operations will 
be directed. 

*‘ The reasons, which call for such an in- 
stitution, chiefly refer to the prevalence of ig- 
norance, superstition, and idolatry, over so 
large a portion of the world; the limited na- 
ture of the respectable societies now in ex- 
istence, and their acknowledged insufficiency 
to.supply the demand for Bibles in the united 
kingdom and foreign countries ; and the recent 
attempts which have been made on the part 
of infidelity to discredit the evidence, vilify the 
acter, and destroy the influence of chris- 






“ The exciusive onject of this society 
is, to diffuse the knowledge of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, by circulating them in the different lan- 
guages spoken throughout Great Britain and 


its funds, by promoting the printing of them 
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them in foreign countries, 

' «The PrinciPLes, upon which this un- 
dertaking will be conducted, are as compre- 
hensive as the nature of the object suggests 
that they should be. In the execution of the 
plan, it is proposed to embrace the common 
support of christians at large ; and to invite 
the concurrence of persons of every descrip- 
tion, who profess to regard the scriptures as 
the proper standard of faith. 

‘it may be necessary to add, in soliciting the 
countenance of the public, that in consequence 
of the, enlarged means of instruction, which 
the lower classes inthis country have enjoyed 
of late years, a desire of perusing the scrip- 
tures has considerably increased among them ; 
and also that in Wales, Ireland, Switzerland, 
Germany, Denmark, and other parts of the 
world, Bibles are greatly wanted, and, in 
some, are sought for with an eagerness, which, 
buat for authentic assurances to that effect, 
would scarcely be credited.” 

Subscribers of one guinea annually, are 
members; of twenty pounds, members for 
life ; of five guineas annually, governors ; of 
fifty pounds, governors for life ; governors be- 
ing entitled to attend committees, and each 
member being entitled to purchase Bibles for 
gratuitious/ distribution at the Society’s prices, 
which shall be as low as possible. The follow- 
ing are the names of the president, treasurer, 
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committee, &c. President,"Rigeht Hon 

John Lord Teignmouth. eciuee — 
Thornton, Esq M.P. Committee, W. Alen 
Esq.; T. Babington, Esq. M. P.; T. Bernarg’ 
Esq. ; J. Benwell, Esq.; W. Birkbeck, Bq; 
H. Boase, Esq. ; J. Bunnell, Esq. ; J. Butter. 
worth, Esq.; R. Cowie, a C. Crawford 
Esq.; J. Fenn, Esq. ; 5. Fridag, Esq. ; C. 
Grant, Esq. M. P.; C. Grill, Esq. ; J: Hard. 
castle, Esq.; W. H) Hoare, Esq. ;°T. Hog. 
son, Esq.; J. D. Hose, Esq ; R. Howard 
Esq.; R. Lea, Esq. Alderman; Z Macaulay, 
Esq. ; A. Maitland, Esq. ; A. Martin, Esq. 
S. Mills, Esq.; J. Reyner, Esq. ; H. Schroder, | 
Esq.; G. Sharpe, Esq. ; R. Stainforth, Esq. ; 
J. Stephen, Esq.; R. Stephen, Esq.; C. Sun. 
dius, Esq.; J. Smith, Esq.; A. Wagner, Esq.; 
W. Wilberforce, Esq. M. P.; J. Wilson, 
Esq. ; G. Wolff, Esq. Secretaries, Rey. J. 
Owen, M. A, Fulham; Rev. J. Hughes, y, 
A. Battersea ; Rev. C. F. Steinkopif, M. 4, 
Savoy, for the foreign department. Assistant 
secretaries, Mr. J, Tarn, Spa Fields ; Mr. T, 
Smith, No, 49, Little Moorfields. 


It would be difficult to conceive an 
object more entirely unexceptionable 
than that. of this socjety ; nor one in 
which every. individual, who is enti- 
tled to the name of christian may 
more cordially unite. 


‘ee VIEW OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS, 


FRANCE. 


THE most remarkable event of the present 
month has been the exaltation of Bonaparte 
to the throne of the Bourbons, by the title of 
EMPEROR OF THE FRENCH; a Measure 
which has been adopted by the different legis- 
lative bodies, with only one dissenting voice, 
that of Carnot. The speeches and messages 
delivered on this occasion are highly ridicu- 
lous, and exhibit the actors on this great the- 
atre more in the light of puppets than of men. 
The great argument employed to render this 
change palatable to the French was this: that 
the unfettered wish of the nation had declared 
in 1789, its preference of hereditary monarchy; 
that although the misconduct of the Bourbons 
had excited the eternal hatred of Frenchmen 
to their family, and the revolutionary plirensy 
had, for a time, implicated in their guilt the 
good cause of single and hereditary rule, it 
was now time to give full effect to the clear 
and unambiguous decision of the great and 
free nation ; that besides all this it was neces- 
sary, in order to consolidate the revolution, to 
extinguish every hope of the exiles abroad or 
the factions at home, which could only be 
done by making the imperial dignity heredi- 
tary; and that the Bourbons, being the ob- 


jects of the eternal hatred of France, and Bo- 


naparte of its eternal gratitude, no one was so 
proper to stand “re head of a new dynasty 
which should establish, and for ever secure, 


the greatness, the liberty, and the happiness 
of Frenchmen! In the resolutions adopted 
on this occasion, by which it is decreed that 
Napoleone Bonaparte shall be proclaimed 
Emperor of the French, and that that title, to- 
gether with the imperial power, shall be he- 
reditary in the male line; the constituted au- 
thorities are, at the same time, directed to 
make all due provision for preserving equality, 
liberty, and the rights of the people ! ! 

The period of invasion is still protracted, 
and from an expression in the Moniteur, it 
would appear as if Bonaparte had begun to 
apprehend that our present state of prepara- 
tion rendered it advisable, at least to waita 
more favourable opportunity. ‘* When we 
judge it to be convenient,” says the Journalist, 
“‘ we certainly shall make the descent; and if 
we shall defer it for several years our success 
will be but the more certain.” Such expres 
sions, however, we trust, will not lull us into 
a false security, or abate, in the smallest de- 
gree, the national vigilance. They would, 10 
that case, effectually serve the purposes of Bo- 
naparte, 


SWITZERLAND. 


The disturbances which had broken out '9 
this country seem to have been quelled. The 
French ambassador has lately taken some 
strong measures to prevent the importation 
of English goods into any of the Cantons. 
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NORTHERN POWERS. 


The late proceedings of Bonaparte relative 
to the Duke d’Enghein, seem to have made a 
deep impression on the powers of the North. 
The Courts of Petersburgh and Stockholm 
went into mourning for a week on the death 
of that prince ; and the Russian minister has 
recently made a communication to the Diet 
at Ratisbon, which indicates the deep dis- 
pleasure of the Emperor at the late violation 
of the Germanic territory, and the murder of 
the Duke d’Enghein. ‘‘ The event which has 
taken place,” observes the Russian Minister, 
‘sin the states of the Elector of Baden, the 
conclusion of which has been so melancholy, 
has occasioned the most poignant grief to the 
Emperor,.”—** He never could have expected 
that a power, which had undertaken, in com- 
mon with himself, the office of mediator, 
could have departed in such a manner from 
the sacred principles of the law of nations, and 
the dutiesit had solately taken upon itself.”— 
“The Emperor considers it as his duty 
solemnly to protest against such an attack on 
the tranquillity and security of Germany.”— 
“ He is convinced, that the Diet and head of 
the Empire will unite their endeavours with 
his, to prevail on the French Government to 
take such steps and measures-as the violation 
oftheir dignity may require, and the mainte- 
nance of their future security may render ne- 
cessary.” 

In these sentiments there is reason to be- 
lieve, that the Danish and Swedish Govern- 
ments fully participate. “Nor is it to be sup- 
posed, that the Emperor of Germany differs 
trom them in his estimate of Bonaparte’s re- 
cent violations of the Germanic neutrality, 
The Elector of Baden has presented to him a 
memorial on that subject; but his Imperial 
Majesty has not yet declared himself upon it. 
The decisive step which has been taken by the 


court of Russia, will probably encourage the <7” 


Emperor of Germany to speak his real ‘senti- 
ments, and to assume that attitude which the 
peace and security of his subjects seem to 
require. In this state of things, there exists 
a very considerable degree of probability that 
the powers of the continent will, at length, be 
roused from their present state of inaction; 
and that an extensive confederacy will be 
formed for breaking the humiliating yoke 
which the boundless ambition of Bonaparte, 
availing itself of their weakness and disunion, 
has imposed on Europe. Reports have even 
been circulated, we know not with what truth, 
that leagues offensive and defensive have been 
entered into by Russia, Sweden, and Den- 
mark; and that between these courts, and 
those of Vienna and Berlin there is likewise 
a good understanding upon the present oc- 
casion. 
TURKEY. 


Tue dominion of the Porte in Egypt is said 
to be completely restored in consequence of 
some dissensions between the Beys and Ar- 
nauts, which terminated in the death, capture, 
or dispersion of almost all the Beys. 


An insurrection is reported to have broken 
out in Servia. 


EAST INDIES. 


By the late arrivals from India, the Company 
have received from the Marquis Wellesley 
the particulars of the Mahrattah war, with its 
causes and probable result, occupying several 
hundred folio pages in print. It appears as if 
the Mahrattah war were now nearly, if not 
entirely closed. The intention of the British 
Government is to restore the Mogul to the ex- 
ercise of his former sovereignty. 

Advices have been received of the capture 
of Bencoolen, by the united squadrons of Ad- 
mirals Linois and Hartsink, 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


REMARKS ON THE STATE @F PARTIES, 
Since the publication of our last number a 
change of administration has taken place. 
Mr. Pr rr stands at the head of the new min- 
istry, which is composed partly of his own po- 
litical friends, and partly of members of the 
last administration. Our readers will recol- 
lect, that almost all the late ministers were 
his political friends, when he was before in 
power; and that their principles are similar 
tohis own : so that his present junction with 
them threatens no discordance in the. new 
cabinet, which at the same time will 

very considerable ability. There is every 
reason to believe that the opinions of the pre- 
sent ministers on the great subjects of peace 
and war will be very similar to those of the 
last administration; and will therefore be likely 


those of their predecessors in office, in points 
which would cause a disorganization or dis- 


couragement of any part of our present force. © 


Thus the nation will not be endangered at 
this momentous crisis by any important change 
of system: while, on the other hand, it can- 
not be doubted, that a-mind so full of energy 
as that of Mr. Pitt, aided by the personal 
knowledge he has acquired of military and 
naval subjects since ke was last in office, will 
add new vigour to eyery description of our 
national force. We hope, that to his own na- 
tive vigour he will not omit to add that mode- 
ration, freedom from passion, and attention to 

ic opinion, which are so necessary in a 
minister of this free country, These last-men- 
tioned qualities enabled Mr. Addington’s ad- 
Ministration to raise a force, military and na- 


to meet with the approbation both of men of ‘val, of more than 800,000 men; and to impose 


moderation and good principles, and of the 

public at large. ‘Their opinions also on mea- 

sures of'national defence will not differ from 
Christ. Obsery. No, 29. 


yearly taxes to the amount of about twenty 

millions, with the cheerful acquiescence and 

even approbation of thegcountry at large. 
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Had Mr. Addington, even through ‘an excess 
of hofiest zeal, endeavoured to adopt mea- 
sures considerably stronger than the occasion 
seemed to warrant; or measures, which in 
their nature, or in their details, ran counter to 
the feelings and habits of the nation; there 
would certainly have been less union and har- 
mony among us, than we have the happiness 
of now enjoying: and even our public force 
would probably have been less efficient, than 
it is at present, We dwell the longer on this 
subject, as it. seems, in a particular manner, 
te be the province of the Christian Observer 
to point out the good effects which flow from 
right principles, or right dispositions in pub- 
lic men.* 

It is confidently said that Mr. Pitt, when 
consulted by the king on the formation of a 
new administration, proposed, that his majes- 
ty should call the great men of all the different 
parties in this country to his councils ; but that 
the king objected to Mr. Fox. Our readers 
will be at no loss to conceive what the reasons 
might be, which operated on the royal mind 
against Mr. Fox’s admission to» power. In 
judging of their weight, and acting on that 
judgment, his majesty exercised his undoubt- 
ed prerogative : and though some of our rea- 
ders may wish, that the king had decided dif- 
ferently, we hope, that none of them are so 
far within the vortex of party-politics, as to 
wish that parliament should interfere with the 
free exercise of that prerogative; except on 
the most grave and urgent occasions. With 
so many public men, capable of advantageous. 
ly condacting the affairs of the nation, it can- 
not be necessary that the individual in question 
should be forced upon his majesty. Those who 
refuse to accept of a place in his majesty’s 
councils, because Mr. Fox is not admitted in- 
to them, are not excluded by his majesty ; but 
exclude themselves. We allude to the no- 
blemen and gentlemen, who have usually acted 
with Mr. Fox; as well as to those who form 
the Grenville and Windham party, How far 
this formidable league should be countenanced 
in refusing to form a part of the administra- 

tion of the country, unless the king will also 
- feceive into his councils an individual who is 
obnoxious to'his majesty, we do not think a 
very problematical question. | 
-In the remarks on the state of parties 
which we laid before the public last month, 
we expressed our opinion of the mischiefs 
which arise from countenancing political as- 
perity, and perpetuating political feuds. We 
wish, on the present occasion, to 
readers against an evil of an opposite kind. 
Parties may certainly violate sound principles, 
and display dangerous passions, in their union, 
as well as in; their opposition to each other : 
and a corrupt and unprincipled coalition may 
be as bad in itself, and as mischievous to the 





* Itis 


greatly to the credit of Mr. Adding- 
ton, that on resigning the seals of office, he 
refused to accept a peerage, and four thousand 
pounds per annum for his own life, which 
were offered to him by his majesty. 
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state, as a bitter and unprincipled opposition, 
We ought to recollect also, that such a coali- 
tion may take place for purposes of opposition 
to government, as well as for ing the reins 
of state. However, in applying this general 
truth to the conduct of any parties among us, 
let us act with candour and charity; and in. 
stead of imitating the violence of the public 
prints, let us be on our guard against forming 
& worse opinion of any individual, or of any 
party, than facts will support, 

Much has been said on the necessity of 
strong government in the present state of the 
country. Ifby a strong government is meant 
one which, by its ability, its experience, and 
the place it holds in the estimation of the 
public, is able to conduct the affairs of the na- 
tion with advantage ; we fully assent to the 
position, But if a government comprising all, 
or almost all, our leading public men is intend. 
ed, we do not see the necessity, or even the 
benefit, of such a government; and were 
such an one formed, it must consist of very 
discordant materials, and threaten the state 
with an explosion, when an explosion might 
be singularly undesirable. It would also tend 
probably to lower political men. in the eyes of 
the public, by infusing doubts as to the recti- 
tude of the motives which induced persons of 
very different and even opposite principles, 
who have been employed for years in 
exposing the unconstitutional and danger. 
ous nature of each others principles, to 
agree to sit in the same cabinet. But, 
above all, it would remove from ministers the 
salutary restraint arising from a consciousness, 
that parliament contains a body of able men, 
who will stand forward, and expose, in their 
true colours, all measures of government 
which do not bear. the stamp of public utility. 
We all know the propensity of man to abuse 
power, when not subject to due control: and 
we know how exactly this propensity accords 
with the picture given of man in the word of 
God. There heis described as self-interested, 
self-willed, and fond of indulging his caprice 
and his passions. Those who admit the justness 
of this picture, and we trust that our readers 
will feel no hesitation in admitting it, must at 
once agree with us, that power without due 
restraint is greatly to be dreaded ; and that it 
would be highly dangerous to have a ministry 
s0 strong in parliamentary ability, that no res- 
pectable opposition could be made in either 
house to any of their measures. 

The different offices of state have been fill- 
ed in the following manner : 

The New Catinet.—Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Eldon ; Chancellor of the Exchequer, and. First 
Lord of the Treasury, Mr. Pitt; First Lord 
of the Admiralty, Viscount Melville ; Master 
General of the Ordnance, Earl of Chatham; 
President of the Council, Duke of Portland; 
Lord Privy Seal, Earl of Westmorland; S¢- 
cretaries, Foreign Department, Lord Harrow- 
by; Home Department, Lord Hawkesbury: 
War Department, Earl Camden.—— of 
the Admiralty, Sir P. Stephens, Sir B. 
Neale, Sir J. Colpoys, Admirai Gambier, Ad- 












7804. ] 


miral Patten, W. Dickinson, jun. Esq.—— 
Lords of the Treasury, Lord Fitzharris, Lord 
Louvaine, the Hon. H. Wellesley, Mr. Long. 
Secretaries of the Treasury, Mr. Huskis- 
son, and Mr. Sturges Bourne. ——Boara of 
Control, Earl of Castlereagh, President. 
Treasurer of the Navy, Mr. Channing. Se- 
cretary at War, Mr. W. Dundas, Chancellor 
of the Duchy of Lancaster, Lord Mulgrave. 
Lord Chamberlain, Earl of Dartmouth. Mas- 
ter of the Mint, Earl Bathurst. Comptroller 
of the Household, Lord G. Thynne. Attor- 
ney-General, Mr. Percival. Solicitor-General, 
Mr. Sutton.—Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
Duke of Montrose. Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, ditto, Mr. Foster——Master of the 
Horse, Marquis of Hertford.——Lord Stew- 
ard of the Household, Earl of Aylesford.—— 
Joint Paymaster, Right Hon. George Rose. 
——Secretary to the Admiralty, Mr. Marsden. 


——Speaker of the House of Lords, Lord 
Rosslyn, 





PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS. 


In the House 6f Commons on Friday, the 
27th April, Mr. Yorké moved the supplemen- 
tary army estimates,amounting to £5,368,102, 
of which £2,643,802 were for barracks in Eng- 
land and Ireland, and £1,970,000 for volun- 
teers. Besides this sum, {2,000,000 were 
voted for the extraordinary expenses of the 
army for 1804, and £339,000 for the excess of 
the expenses of 1805, above the estimate. A 
sum of £50,000 was voted at the same time 
for the Caledonian canal, 

On Monday, the 30th April, Mr, Addington 
hrought forward his plan of ways and means 
for the present year. The supply for Great 
Britain amounts to £36,283,000, besides an. 
issue Of Exchequer bills of £9,500,000 still 


outstanding. 

The ways and means are 

Annual malt, - - . - £ 750,000 
Duties in hand, pensions, &c. 2,000,000 
Surplus consolidated fund - - 6,370,000 
Customs and excise - = . 8,200,060 
Property tax . - - - - . 7,237,000 
New duty on wine of £8 per pipe, 200,000 


Additional 12 1-2 per cent on cus- 


aieate . 800,000 
Lottery. - - - - - 250,000 
Vote of credit, - - . - 2,500,000 
Loan for England — - - -- 10,000,609 
Ditto for Ireland - - -  4,§60,000 


The terms of the loan are £100 reduced,and 
£82 consolidated 3 per cents, for each £100 
sterling. The interest of the loatis to be paid 
by an additional stamp duty on transfers of 
property, which is estimated to produce 
£,800,000. 

On Thursday, May 3, votes of thanks passed 
both Houses. of Parliament to"Marquis Wel- 
lesley, and the different generals, &c. for the 
conduet of the war in India; but the vote, it 
was said; went in no way to prejudge thé 
question of the justice of the war. | 


Public Affairs... Parliamentary Proceedings, &c. 
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A petition for the relief of the London ciler- 
gy has been referred to a committee'to €xam- 
ine and report. ie 

In the House of Lords, the injunction of 
the Court of Chancery obtained at the suit 
of the universities of Oxford and Cambridge, 
to prohibit the sale in England of bibles print+ 
ed in Scotland was affirmed. 

A bill has passed the House of Commons 


for preventing a renewal of the disgraceful © 


scene of profligacy and corruption which took 
place at the last election of members of par- 
liament for Aylesbury ; by throwing that bo- 
rough open to the freeholders of the hundred. 


NAVAL OCCURRENCES. 


Orvers have been issued to the ships in the 
different ports to have slip buoys to their ca- 
bles, to keep top-gallant yards across, to clear 
for action every evening, and to keep in mo- 
mentary readiness for sea. | 

The Swift cutter charged with despatches 
to Admiral Nelson, was taken by a French 
privateer,and the despatches fell into the hands 
of the enemy. | 

Several very stout French privateers have 
been taken in the West Indies, some of them 
in avery gallant style, Among these is the 
Egyptienne, of $6 guns, and 250 men, which 
had assisted at the capture of Goree. 

On the 16th inst. the squadron under the 
command of Sir Sydney Smith, had. an. en- 
gagement with a Dutch flotilla of 59 sail, in 
its passage from Flushing to Ostend. Owing 
to the shallowness of the water only one vessel 
was captured, and four sunk. Several more 
struck their colours or were driven on shore, 
but could not be taken possession of. Our loss 
was 13 killed, and 82 wounded. Sir Sydney 
observes in his letter, that ‘‘ gun-boats alone 
can act against the enemy with effect,” 


DOMESTIC OCCURRENCES. 


On the 80th of April, a circular note was ad- 
dressed by Lord Hawkesbury to the foreign 
thinisters resident at this court, in which it is 
indignantly denied that his Majesty’s govern- 
ment has ever participated, as is alleged by 
Bonaparte, in projects of assassination : and 
the reason of this accusation is stated to be a 
Wish to divert the attention of Europe from 
contemplating the murder of the Duke @’Eng- 
hein. The right of belligerent powers to avail 
themselves of any discontents existing in the 
countries with which they may be at war, is 
at the exme time distinctly asserted : a right 
Which the practice of Francé herself at the 
present moment recognises. But the British 
government has never authorized: one act 
which will not stand the test of the strictest 
principles of justice, and the established prac- 
tice of af’ ares. Various recent breaches of 
good faith, and of the law of nations on the 
part of the French government, are ther par- 


ticularized,in order to shew how little ground 


that government has to complain of their in- 

fraction by Great Britain. 3 
Alexander Davidson, John White Parsons, 

and Thomas Hopping, have been found guilty 
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in the court of King’s-bench, of having bribed 
divers voters of the borough of Iichester, and 
have,in consequence, been sentenced to a year’s 
imprisonment in the Marshalsea gaol. This 
punishment is independent of the pecuniary 
mulcts which, toa large amount, Mr. David- 


Obituary....Death of Two Young. Ladies: 
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son has been made to pay. Mr. Justice Grose, 
in pronouncing sentence on these delinquents, 
took occasion to’ point out the enormity of 
their crime in a manner which does him great 
credit. Had we had room we should have 
been glad to insert a great part of his speech, 


OBITUARY. - 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


Havrne obtained permission from Mrs. Y. to 
transmit to you the following accounts of two 
young ladies, her nieces, I communicate them 
with pleasure, trusting that they will coincide 
with the benevolent plan of your publication. 
Inthe letter to me, which contained that per- 
mission, Mrs. Y. thus expresses herself, 

** When I consider the hasty manner in 


which these accounts were written; at all 


hours, by day or night, whenever I could 


snatch a few minutes, and without an idea of 


their being seen by any person, but my sister, 
(to whom they were written ;) I feel ashamed 
they should be read, except by a few partial 
friends who know me. But the consideration 
that they may do good to others supersedes 
every other; and I earnestly ask of God, that 
the perusal of what his love and mercy did for 
my dear nieces may be blessed to all who 
read these accounts, and may lead them to 
seek that grace He so abundantly shewed to 
my young friends.” 

These young ladies were born in India, and 
were sent from thence tc Engiand when the 


elder was seven and the younger six years of 


age. , 
Mrs. Y. informs me, that ‘except for one 


fortnight they were never parted from each 
other in life: and not long by death.—They 


died nearly at the same age, just turned of 


seventeen years.” Mrs. Y. adds: ‘‘I never 
saw such an affectionate union of hearts, where 
the dispositions were different, as in them. 


_Catberine (the younger) .was all sprightliness, 


mirth, and good humour, along with the most 
striking mixture of seriousness on every proper 
occasion, Jargaret was of a more placid even 
temper. The most striking traits in her cha- 
racter were propriety and discretion, far he- 


yond her years; with a degree of humility 


that made it both easy and pleasant to her to 
do the meanest offices of kindness toa poor 
sick person : and she was particularly happy 
when employed in the service of such of her 
fellow creatures, Her affections were warm, 


and active, but silent. Her grateful attach- 
ment to me. was perhaps as strong as her sis- 
ter’s; but no person 1 ever saw had so. happy 
a method of expressing her feelings 4s Cathe- 

fea- 
eased 
with any approbation bestowed upon herself, 
as when her sister C. was approved and ap- 
plauded. I do not recollect any striking proofs 
of areal work of grace upon her heart, till 
she and her sister C. had the advantage of 


rine. Disinterestedness was a strikin 
ture in M. [never saw her half somuch 


Aheasing the Rev. Mr.——, Her natural re- 
serve made it not so easy to know her; and 


yet the. good sense and prudence,. which di. 

rected ali her actions, and her. very obliging 

Sennen made one always pleased with 
er. 

The following extracts from letters, written 
by Mrs. Y. to one of her sisters, describe the 
temper and conduct of Miss Margaret during 
her last illness, which happened about a year 
before that of Miss Catherine. 


August 6th, 1801. 


*¢You are anxious to know, my dear sister, 
if our dear Margaret be aware of ber danger. 
I hope she is, but } have no certain. proof as 
yet. From the time 1 knew the nature of her 
disorder, I have taken every opportunity of 
speaking of the use which ought to be made 
of sickness ; and of the mercy of having time 
given us, by a lingering illness; to prepare to 
meet our God. These things I have said as 
alluding to myself; and took frequent occa- 
sion to express my regret, that I had not made 
a better use of the many illnesses which I had 
had. Ihad the comfort of seeing that these 
conversations were very pleasant to her. A 
clergyman called one day, and left us again, 
without entering into any particular conversa- 
tion. She seemed much dissatisfied, and 
said, his visit was of no use. I said, perhaps 
you thought, my love, that he ought to have 
endeavoured to direct your thoughts into a 
channel suited to your situation. She burst 
into'tears, and said, ** Yes, aunt, that is what 
I wanted.” , 

“The Rev. Mr. W. F. came to town just at 
thattime. He called early the next morning. 
He was the very person to whom I could speak 
all my sorrows and anxieties. I told him what 
books I had read to her, and of my conversa- 
tions, and her remarks. I desired him to see 
her often, and to point out to her what was 
likely to be the consequence of her illness. 
With the most affectionate-tenderness and 
propriety he executed my commission, She 
thanked him for his visit, and begged to see 
him as oft as possible.” 

August 18th. 


“T have always known that my dear Mar- 
aret’s mind was not light or trifling’; but I 
id not think religion in her to be so lively, 80 

active a principle as in her sister Catherine. 
But for some months past I have had reason 
to hope, that her mind was more and more se- 
riously impressed. She never seems so hap- 
py as when I am alone with her, when she al- 
ways leads to useful and serious subjects. 1 
often try to read her asleep, but she will say, 


“Not the bible, lest I lose any of it.” She ex- 
presses the greatest anxiety for any sick pert 
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sons she hears of, lest they have no religious 
friend near them. 

«Qn seeing her more drowsy than usual 
yesterday, she said, she had not been able to 
sleep for thinking of a young person. whose 
death she had just heard of: one whom she 
had known something of, and she had reason 
to think, had spent a very thoughtless. life. 
She said, her mind was distressed with the 
fear, that she died in the same unawakened 
state in which she had lived; without having 
had one friend to shew her her danger, or as- 
sist and direct her to seek for help.” . 


September 14th, 1801. 
“My deat Margaret continues to be the 
same patient uncomplaining sufferer she has 
hitherto been. Her every word and action is 
an instructive lesson. No murmur, no fretful- 
ness have I seen during a confinement of near 
twenty weeks. She expressed a wish to re- 
ceive the sacrament; but desired me first to 
help her to understand it. I read to her Mil- 
ner’s excellent sermon upon it, and some use- 
ful meditations ; and was much gratified by 
her remarks. The Rev. Mr, F. alsoconversed 
with her upon it, and she desired to receive it 
the next day. He recommended prayer to her. 
She complained tohim of the wandering of 
her thoughts. ‘ When that is the case,’ said 
he, ‘ what do you do?’ She replied, “ 1 stop, 
sir, and try to collect my thoughts, and then 
‘begin again,” 
October 2d... 
“It has been her amusement this last. fort- 
night to make bracelets and watch-chains of 
her hair, for her aunts and sisters ; and thread- 
cases, &c. for the servants, as last gifts. She 
gave her sisters their’s last night, and desired 
them to wear them for her sake ; saying, ‘‘ I 
know Iam dying—I have long known it, and 
lam very willing to die.” Just then I went 
into the room. Her sisters were both in tears. 
Jane said, “ Aunt, do not be alarmed—these 
tears will do us no harm. IL wish I could 
change places with Margaret.” Margaret 
said, * Jane, that will not do—but do not 
weep—let nobody weep for me ;.1 am ready, 
and willing to die.” Then stooping downto 
Catherine, who was sitting at her feet, she 
gently wiped away the tears from her face, 
and bid her get up, and shed no more tears 
for her,” 
. - October SOth. 

“ I wish you could be an eye witness of my 
happy Margaret’s peace, and hope, and entire 
resignation, She asked me the other night to 

“sit by her bed. * I want to talk to you,” she 
said, ** of my many comforts. I feel 1 am dy- 
ing very fast—I have long known it must be 
80. Your conversation, early in my iliness, 
shewed me what the end of it would be. I 
thought till lately 1 might have been propt up 
by medicine a little longer—but it will not 
he. 1 find my strength fail daily, and I hope I 
shall soon be . Indeed, I am quite wil- 
ling to die” T is ed her, why she was so 
willing to die. She replied, “ Aunt, 1 am 
willing to die, because I see it is God’s will 





Obituary—Death of Two Young Ladies: 


live ? 
helped.” 
meant by that expression. 
that I do think Jesus loves me, and i feel 
quite sure that he will take me to himself, and 
I have thought for some time past, that neither 
you, my dear aunt, nor any of my friends, nor 
aught in this world, could give me satisfac- 
tion, or make we wish to live; though T am 
willing to live if God chooses life for me : but 
I see He choosés death, and so | am willing to 
die. 
this of myself, therefore 1 know 1 am de/ped. 
But why should I say, that I know Jesus now 
loves me. : 
I preserved. It was one of my favourite tricks 
to lean over the side of a, well in my father’s 
garden, to look at myselfin the water; yet I 
never fell in. | 
the side of a pond; still 1 a was preserved. 
Once I was thrown out of a phaeton; but I 
was not hurt. Again, when I was coming 
from India our ship sprung 
were in great danger; but the thing 
was to come to England, and that was the 
greatest mercy of all: for yonder I should 
have known nothing. So you see how 
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that I shall die; and why should I wish to 


Besides, aunt, I feel myself greatly 
I desired her to explain what she 
“ Why, I mean, 


Now you know, aunt, I could not think 


When I was in India how oft was 


Another was, to fun races 


a leak, and we 
was, IL 


God has always been to me.” She mentioned 


her brother with tenderness, and saying she 
should see him here no more, she burst into 
tears ; but soon recovered herself, saying, * I 


have forgotten to mention one of my great 
comforts, which is, that Catherine bears my 
approaching death so well.” 

“She said to me the other night—* Omy 
aunt, if my death should be made the means 
of awakening any friend of mine, what a hap- 
piness would that be.” ) 

“She afterwards said, “ There is old A—— 
S——, who had many a weary walk to lead 
my galloway while I was able to ride, and she 
was not rewarded ; if it be not too expensive 
you can give her mourning. There is Miss 
H——, I should like to have her attend me 
to my grave as amourner; and there is Miss 
D——, I should like to have her for a bearer; 
but I think 1 am sleepy just now, 1 will tell 
you the rest anothertime.” Ina few minutes 
she was asleep. So undisturbing is the thought 
of death to her ! 

“Parting with the Reverend Mr. W——~ 
F—— was a great trialtoher. She used to 
call his visits, feasts. 

* She is now unable to leave her bed room, 
It is a pleasing sight to see her lying upon the. 
bed, an hour before she undresses for the night. 
Jane and Catherine at the harpsichord, play- 
ing and singing her favourite hymns, whilst £ 
kneel by the bed to rub her feet: she looking 
like a placid angel, and listening so.devoutly !. 
She sometimes says, ‘* O aunt, those sweet 
hymns, they seem to carry me to heaven !” 
Her favourite hymns are, 

**O thou, my soul, on God rely,” &c. 
**U for an overcoming faith to cheer my dying 
hours,” &c, 


And above all, 


326 


“ Jesu, lover of my soul, 
Let me to thy bosom fly,” 


She often says, ** Téat, that is what I want.” 


Nov. 2d, 
** My Margaret’s weakness is extreme, but, 
I thank God, her mindis still clear. The Re- 
verend Mr. J-—+ F —— saw her this sbi 

He asked her if she felt her mind harasse 
with any doubts concerning her future state, 
I wish you could have seen her sweet, though 
ghastly, smile with which she replied— 
“* Doubts, Sir! O none, none!” When fe 
was gone, she said, “I think, aunt, I answered 
right.” I replied, with some quickness, 
** Surely you know whether you have spoken 
truth or not.” She said, “ My aunt, I thiné 
J answered right. For though I cannot medi- 
tate as I to do, and find myself very weak 
in prayer, so that sometimes I think God is 
forsaking me; yet I soon check myself for so 
bad a thought, and say, That cannot be: for 
He knows it is my heart’s desire not to forsake 


Him. And besides, I am very sure, that God, 
who has done so much for me, and brought 
me thus far, will not leave me to my self now ! 
Soin afew minutes my mind is quite happy 
again.—So, aunt, I hope I answered right.” 


Nov. 24th, 1801. 
*‘] know, my dear sister, you are anxious to 


have the particulars of my Margaret’s con- 
cluding scene. 

“The day after I wrote last, she received 
the sacrament. She was unable to carry the 
cup to her head, but seemed much comforted 
and refreshed. From that day hercough was 
very violent; but whenever she had an inter- 
val of ease, she loved to talk with us ; and her 
conversation was invariably cheerful, express- 
ing patience, hope, and thankfulness for her 
many mercies and comforts, She sometimes 
spent the night in the great chair, wrapt in a 

blanket. Whatever were her sufferings, she 

never complained: but when unable to speak, 
would smile, and make signs for what she 
wanted. 

“1 was made very uneasy by her refusing 
to have prayers in her room for two days, 
when her cough was particularly distressing. 
She said, it was not right to have prayers read 
when her cough put it out of her power to at- 
tend ; or, if it abated a few minutes, left her 
so weak, that she could not help falling intoa 
slumber. 

** Soon after, her sister Catherine said to 
me, ‘* Aunt, I have half filled a manuscript 
book with extracts from the Psalms of David; 
what shall 1 fill it up with ?” Margaret direct- 
ly said, * Aunt, lend her those sweet extracts 
of your’s from Leighton on ‘St. Peter, where, 
in speaking of prayer, he says, ‘ Lord, whilst I 
have breath I will cry unto Thee; and when 
I can no longer cry unto Thee, I will lie at 
thy feet, and look up. “Oh aunt, I often 
think of that now—for now that is all that I 
can do.” te 

«She never lost sight of the great event 
that was approaching, but would often say, 
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*“*O that the time was here! I long to be in 
heaven ! O when shall I be there !’ 

**She had bought the Olney Hymns as o 
present for her aunt L——, “ Now,” sajig 
she, “help me up stairs, that I may give jt 
with my.own hands.” I said, my love, that 
cannot yourstrength is quite gone. Do 
you think so, aunt. Well, then give me 4 
pencil, and guide my hand, till I mark g 
hymn.” Ididso, “ Now,” said she, “ ca 
this up stairs,” (ler aunt being then confined) 
‘¢with my love, and tell her, it is my last gift, 
and i wouid have given it with my own hands, 
had Ibeenable. Desire her, when she hears 
that I am gone, to rejoice, and, instead of 
weeping, to read this hymn.” It was the 
seventy-second hymn of the second book. 


*¢ In vain my fancy strives to paint, 
The moment after death.” 


“* Her chief remaining care was for her be- 
loved sister Catherine. She moaned, and 
talked much in her sleep, but even then the 
name of her sister was almost constantly in 
her mouth. She would murmurout, “ Cathe. 
rine, my dearest Catherine !” twenty times in 
the slumber of half an hour; and, though al- 
ways moaning in her sleep, still smiled when 
she spoke her name. 

“On Sunday she suffered much, and often 
exclaimed, “ O that I was in heaven! my suf- 
ferings I know are light compared with those 
of many, but indeed my dest is bad to bear ; 
for no one can tell how much I am exhausted. 
I doubt, I doubt I shall lose patience.” My 
love,I said, I wish on my dying bed I may shew 
as much. **Qaunt, more, more, I hope,” was 
her answer. : 

“On seeing a funeral pass the window, she 
lifted up her hands, gnd seemed to join in the 
hymn they were singing before the corpse, 
and then said, “I wish that coffin was mine! 
but patience, patience! my aunt F—— in her 
last letter said true—these are my last suffer- 
ings; I shall soon be in heaven !” 

“Towards midnight she often said, “Dear. 
aunt, tell me when will my work be done: I 
want to be in heaven.” 1 replied, my love, | 
think you cannot sée another day, This !s 
your last night here: you will be in heaven 
before morning. 1 wish, my sister, you could 
have seen the look of grateful rapture with 
which she thanked God forthathope. ‘The 
world,” she replied, is nothing tomenow. It 
has long been nothing.” Soon after, she grew 
easier, and turning to me, with a look of dis- 
appointment, she said, “O my aunt, I doubt 
you are not a true prophetess ! I doubt I am 
growing easier!” She took the opportunily 
of this interval of ease, to speak a good deal. 

««Q, how good, how gracious, is my God to 
me! In my childhood, and to this hour, how 
graciously has he dealt with me! O what 
mercy, to bring a poor Indian to this country, 
that | might learn to know him ; and then + 
give me such a parent—O, such a parent: 
She clasped my hand in he?’s, and with pn en- 
ergy and look, of which 1 can give you 
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:dea, but which I never can forget, repeated 
pie such aparent !” till she was almost éx- 
hausted. 

« One of the servants coming in just then, 
who had been particularly attentive to her; she 
said, * If I had breath I would thank you 
again for all your kind wiry | of me; but, 
dear aunt, you must reward her; and pra 
remember good old A—- S—— ;” then wit 
a sweet smile she said, “ How many debts of 
kindness do I leave you topay!” She then 
asked her sister Jane te read a prayer, after 
which she said, ‘*O how good has God ever 
been to me, and that when I was not thinking 
of him! How often have I sinned against him 
—But, I trust, I am forgiven, and I long to go 
to Him !”* She then prayed for support in her 
last moments, I said, ** You see, my love, 
you are supported. The prayer in your fa- 
vourite hymn you see is answered, You have 
that overcoming faith that cheers your dying 
hours.” She acknowledged it with a grateful 
smile, but was not able tospeak for sometime. 

«‘ Soon after, she desired me to lift her out 
of bed. Idid so, and set her upon the bed- 
side, and put my arm round her to support 
her. “In an instant she laid her head upon my 
shoulder, and in about two minutes was m 
heaven. 

“‘O happy, blessed hour, when she depart- 
ed, ever to be remembered by me withthank- 
fulness !” W. H. 
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DEATHS, 


On Saturday, the 12th instant, at Howden, in 
the thirty-fifth year of her age, much and de- 
seryedly regretted, after a long and painful 
illness, which she bore with christian fortitude 
and resignation, Mrs. Lindow, wife of the Re- 
verend J. Lindow, and daughter of the late 
Reverend James Godmond, Vicar of Howe 
den. An affectionate wife, a tender mother, 
and a sincere ebristian. 

Lately, the Reverend William Jones, Vicar 
of Clare, and Rector of Latchingdon, Essex, 

April 21. His Serene Highness the reign- 
ing Duke of Saxe Gotha. 

Lately, aged seventy-five, the Reverend 
William Lobb, Rector of Harpham cum Wil- 
bye and of Moulton, in Norfolk. 

April 27. At Epsom, the Reverend Jona- 
than Boucher, Vicar of that place. 

_ April 28. The Reverend Mr. Hume, a Pre- 
bendary and Precentor of Salisbury Cathe- 
dral, and Vicar of Brembill, Wilts. 

April 6. At Valenciennes, in France, the 
Reverend Danvers Grayes, LL. D. late of 
East Woodby, Berks. 

April 22. Mrs. Paice, of Hartley Waspail, 
Hants ; and on the 4th of May, the Reverend 
William Paice, husband to the above lady. 

May 10. In his fifty-ninth year, the Reve- 


rend Edward Leighton, Rector of Cardeston, 
Shropshire. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


Tue Letter from a Friend at Bridport, we are desired to sa 


tents were disposed of as directed, 


y, came safe to hand, and its con- 


The Second Letter of Cuurcumawn has been received, and will be admitted. — 
The Exhortation of Genisra Carur will be inserted, whenever a convenient place can be 


found for it. . 
Much of the sufleri 
had a judicious 

prove beneficial to do so. 


3 of Pentrens arise, we apprehend, from bodily indis 
pious friend to whom he could unfold himself freely, it would proba 
BaxtTea on Religious Melancholy, may be read by him with 


ition. Hf he 


vantage. Wearehappy to find that Mr, Gisnorne’s Sermon on Religious Despondency has 


proved so usefull to him. 


W. B’s Account of C. Y.; and K. S.; will appear in our next, 
Parazmon; C.S.J.P.M.; and Ogensss, have been received. 


G. W.’s Paper having been acknowled 


ged. in our Number for December, we naturally con- 


cluded that his Letter of the 10th of March, in which he inquired whether a Paper, with 
his Signature, had been received by us; referred to a Second Paper. It was not our pur- 


pose to insert it. 





